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PREFA OS 


R, 


Brief Account 
OF. 3-H 


PUBLISHING this WORK. 
TLEIT ED | 


By the Author thereof, 'and de- 
dicated to thoſe whom. God 
hath counted .him worthy to 
beget to Faith, by his Miniſtry, ) 
in the Word. 


Hildren, Grace be' with you, A- 

men. 1 being taken fro; mm you in þ 
preſence, and {0 tied up, that IT, 

cannot 7 5 28 that duty, that from God ' 


A 3 duth 


— 


The Profice: 


doth lie upon me, to you-ward, for your 
further edifying and building up in Faith 
and Holineſs, &Cc. yet that you may ſee 
' my Soul hath fatherly care and deſire 


after your ſpiritual aud everlaſting wel- 


' fare, I now once again, as before from 
- zhe top of Shenir and Hermon, ſo now 
' from the Lions Dens, and from the 
Mountains of the Leopards ( Song 4: 8.) 
| do look yet after you all, greatly longing 


to ſee your ſafe Arrival into THE de-_ 


fired HTaven. 

T thank God «pen every Remembrance 
of you, and rejoice even while I ſtick bes 
tween the Teeth of the Lions in the Wil- 
derneſs, at the Grace, and Mercy, and 
Knowledge of Chrift our Saviour, which 
God hath beftowed upon you, with abun- 
dance of Faith and Love. Tour Fun- 
grings and Thir ings alſo after further 
Acquaintance with the Father, in his Son ; 
- your Tenderneſs of Heart, your Trem- 
' Bling at Sin, your ſober and holy Deport- 
' ment alſo before both God and Men, ts 
' great Refreſhment to me ; for you are 

my Glory and Joy, 1 The. 2.29. 
WE - I have 
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The Preface. 

T have ſent you here incloſed, a-dhop 
of that Honey that I have taken out. of 
the Carcaſe of a Lion, Judg.14 5; 6, 
7,8. I have eaten thereof my ſelf alſo,and- 
am much refreſhed thereby. ( Tempta- 
tions, when we meet them at firſt, are as 
the Lion that roared upon Sampſon ; but 
if we overcome them, the next time we 
ſee them, we ſhall find a Neſt of Honey 
within them.) The Pinuliſtines  unders- 
ſtand me not, It is ſomething a Relation. 
of the Work of God upon my Soul, even: 
from the very firſt, till now';_ wherein 
you may perceive my Caſtings down, and, 
Rifings up ; for he woundeth , and his 
bonds make whole, It is written in the 
Scripture, Ia. 38. 19. The father to the 
children ſhall make known the truth 
of God. Tea, it was for this Reaſon [ 
lay ſo long at Sinai, Lev. 4. 10,11.) to 
fee the Fire, and the Cloud, and- the 
Darkneſs, that I might fear the Lord all: 
the days of my Life upon Earth, and. 
tell of his wondrous Works to my Chil> 
dren, P/al. 78. 3» 4» 5+ 
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Moſes, 


The Preface. 


Moſes, Numb. 33. 1, 2. writ of the 
Fourneyings of the Children of lirach, from 


Egypt, to the Land of Canaan ; and 


commanded allo, that they did rememns 
ber their forty Tears Travel in the Wit- 
deraeſs : Thou ſhalt remember all the 
way which the Lord thy God led thee 
theſe forty years in the Wilderneſs, to 
humble thee, and to prove thee, and 
to know what was in thine heart, whe« 
ther thou wouldeſt keep his command- 
ments, or no, Deut. 8. 2,3. Wherefore 
thy I have endeavoured to do; and not 


only fo, but to publiſh it alſo ; that, if 


| God will, others may be put in remem- 
brance of what he hath done for their 
Souls, by reading his Work upon me. 

Tt is profitable for Chriſtians to be of= 
ten calling to mind the very Beginnings 

Grace with their Souls. Tt is a night 
to be much obſerved to the Lord, for 
bringing them out from the Land of E- 
gypt. This is that Night of the Lord, to 


be obſerved of all the Children of //rae!, 


in their Generations, Exod. 12.42. My 
God, ſaith David, Pſal., 42. 6. My Soul 
15 
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The Preface. 


is caſt down within me ; but I will re- 
member thee fronr the Land of Ferdan, 
and of the ZHermonites, from the Hill 
Mizar. He remembred alſo the Lion and 
the Bear, when he went to fight with the 
Grant of Gath, 1 Sam. 17: 36, 37. 

It was Paul's accuſtomed manner, A. 
22, and that, when tried for his Life, 
Act. 2.4. even to open before his Tues 
the manner of his Converſ1on : He would 
think of that Day, and that Four, in 
which he firſt did meet with Grate ; for 
he found it ſapported him. Vhen God 
had brought the Children of Irael out of 
the Red-Sea, far into the Wilderneſs ; 


yer they muſt turn quite about thither 


again, to remember the drowning of their 
Enemies there, Numb. 14.25. for though + 
they ſang his Praiſe before, yet they foou 
forgat his Works, Pfal. 1c6.11, 12, 

[n this Diſcourſe of mine, you may [ce 
much ; much, I ſay, of the Grace of God 
towards me : I thank God, I can count 
it mach; for it was avave my Sins, and 
Satan 5 Temptations tov. TI can remem- 
ber my Fears, and Doubts, aid {id 
A 5 Meaths, 


The Preface. 


Months with comfort ; they are as the 
Head of Goliah in my Hand : There was 
nothing to David /ike Goliah's Sword, 
even that Sword that ſhould have been 
ſheathed in his Bowels ; for the wery 
fight and remembrance of that did preach 
forth God's Deliverance to him. Oh, the | 
Remembrance of my great Sins, of my | 
great Temptations, and of my great Fears 
of periſhing for ever ! They bring freb 
into my Mind the Remembrance of my 
great Help, my great Support from Hea- 
wen, and the great Grace that God ex- 
tended to ſuch a Wretch as 1, - 

My dear Children, call temind the for- 
mer Days, aud Tears of ancient Times : 
Remember alſo your Songs in the Night, 
and commune with your ewn Hearts, Plal. 
73. 5,6, 7,8,9,10, II, 12. Tea, look di- 
ligently, and l2ave no Corner therein un= 
ſearched ; for that is Treaſure hid, even 
the Treaſure of your firſt and ſecond Ex- 
perzence of the Grace of God toward you. 
Remember, I ſay, the Word that firſt 
Laid hold upon you : Remember your Ter- 
rors of Conſcience, and Fear of Death 


and 
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The Preface: 


you forgot the Cloſe, the Milk-houſe, the 
| Stable, the Barn, and the like, where God 
did viſit your Souls > Remember alſo the 
| Word ; the Word, 1 ſay, upon which the 
Lord hath cauſed you to hope ; If you 
have finned againſt Light, if you are 
tempted to blaſpheme, if you are down 
| in Deſpair, if you.. think God) fights a- 
gainſt you, or if [Teaven is hid from your 
£yes ; remember, it was thus with your 
Father ; but out of them all the.Lord 

delivered me. | 
[ could have enlarged. much in this my 


Diſcourſe of my Temprations and Troubles . 


for Sin ; as alſo, of the merciful Kindneſs, 


| and Working of God with my Soul : Icon!d- 


alſo have ſtepped into a Stile mach higher 


than this,. uy which I have here diſcour-- 


ſed, . aud conld have adorned all things 


more than here I have ſeemed to do; but 


T dare not: God did not play FL! temprons. 
of me; neither did 1 play, when I ſunk as 


and Hell : Remember alſo your Tears and 
Prayers to God ; yea, how you (1ghed uns. 
der every Hedge of Mercy. Have you. 
never an [till Mizar to remember 2 Have - 


irto: 
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The Preface, 


znto a bottomleſs Pit, when the Pangsof 
Hell caught hold upon me ; wherefore 
T may not play in relating of them, but 
'be plain and fimple, and lay down the 
thing as it was : He that liketh it, let 
him receive it ; and he that does not, let 


| 
"=; a produce a better. Farewel. 
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My dear Children, 


The Milk and Honey is beyond this 
Wilderneſs : God be merciful to you, 
and grant you be not flothful to go 
in to poſſeſs the Land. 


| 
| 
| 
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John Bunyan, 
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| A brief Relation of the exceeding Mer- 
cy of God in Chriſt, to his poor Ser- 
vant, John Bunyan, 


N this my relation of the merciful wor. 
"os of God upen my Soul, it will not 
be amiſs, if in the firſt place, I do, in 
| a few words, give you aft hint of my 

Pedigree, and manner of bringing up ; that 

thereby the goodneſs and bounty of God to- 

wards me,, may be the more adyanced and 
tnagnific before the ſons of men. 


\S 


2. For 


Grace abounding 


2, For my Deſcent then, it was, as is well 
known by many, of alow and inconſiderable 
generation ; my father's houſe being of that 
rank that is meaneſt, and moſt deſpiſed of all 
the families in the Land. Wherefore Fhave 
not-here, as others, to boaſt of Noble Blood, 
or of an high-born ſtate according to the 


'Nnife the heavenly Majeſty, for that by this 
door he bronght me into this World, to par- 
take of the Grace and Life that is in Chrift 

' by the Goſpel. 

4 3- But yet, notwithſtanding the meanneſs 
and inconſiderableneſs of my Parents, it ptea- 
ſedGod to put-it into their hearts, to pur-me 
to School, ta learn both to read and write 
the which I alſo attained, according to the 
rate of other poor me-”s children ; though 
to my ſhame, | confeſs, I did ſoon loſe that 
little | learnt, even almoſt utterly, and that 
long before the Lord did work his gracious 
work of Converſion upon my Soul. 

4. As for my own natural life, for the time 
that 1 was: without God in the world,.it was, 
indeed, according to the courſe of this world, 
and the ſpirit that now worketh in the children of 
diſobedience, Eph. 2. 2, 3. It was my delight, 
to be taken captive by the Dev], at bz will, 
2 Tim. 2, 26. being filled with all unrighte. 
oulneſs; The which didalſo.fo ſtropgly wor fo 

> 


fl:/h z though, all things conlidered, I mag- . 


to the chief of Sinners, J 
and pnt forth it ſelf, both in my heart and 
life, and that from a child, that 1 had bur. 
few Equals ( eſpecially conſidering my years, 
which were tender, being few) both for cur- 
ſing, ſwearing, lying and blaſpheming the 
holy Name of God. | 

5- Yea, ſo ſetlcd and rooted was I 1n theſe 
- things, that they became as a ſecond Nature 
\ Ftome; the which, as I alſo haye with ſober- 
neſs conſidered ſince, did ſo offend the Lord, 
that even in my childhood he did ſcare and 
afiright me with fearful dreams, and did ter- 
rifie me with dreadful viſions : For often, at- 
ter I had ſpent this and the other day in fin, 
| have in my bed been greatly afflicted, while 
aſleep, with the apprehenſions of Devils, and 
wicked Spirits, who {till;. as | then rhoughtr, 
laboured to draw we away with them ; of 
which I could never be rid. 

6. Allo | ſhould, at theſe years, be great- 
ly aficted and troubled with the thoughtsof 
the fearſul torments of Hc<ll-fire ; ſtill fea- 
ring that it would be my lot to be fornd, at 
laſt, among thole Devils, and helliſh Fiends, 
who are there bound down with tke chains 
and bonds of darkneſs, unto the judgment of 
the great Day. 

7. Theſe things, I ſay, when I was but a 
child, about nine or ten years old, did fo di. 
ſtreſs my Soul, that then, in the midſt of my 
many 
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mally \parts, and childiſh vanities, amidſt} 
my vain companions, I was oſten much calf: 

wn and afti:cted in my mind therewith z 
yet could I not let go my fins: Yea, I was 


alſo then ſo overcome with deſpair of Life 


and Heaven, that I thould often wiſh, either 
that there had been no Hell, or that 1 had been 
a Devil; ſuppoſing they were only tormen- 
tors, that if it mult needs be, that I indecd 
went thither, I might be rather a tormen- 
tor, than be tormented my felf. 

8. A whileaſter, theſe terrible dreams did 
leave me, which I alſo ſoon forgot; for my 
pleaſures did quickly cut off che remembrance 
of them, as if they had never been : Wherc- 
fore with more oreedineſs, according tothe 
ſtrength of nature,1 did ſtil] ler looſe the reins 
to my luſt, and delighted in all tranſgreſſion 


{ £ againſt tiie Law of God: Sothat until I came 


to the ſtate of Marriage, I wasthe very ring- 
leader of all the Youth that kept me compa- 
ny, inall manner of vice and ungovlineſs, 

9. Yea, ſuch prevalency had the luſts and 
fruits of the fleſh, in this poor Soul of mine, 
that had not amiracle of precious Grace pre- 
vented, | had not only periſhed by the ſtroak 
of Eternal Juſtice, bat had aiſo laid my felt 
opcn,evento the ſtroak of thole Laws, which 
bring ſome to d:ſgrace, and open ſhame, be- 
tore the face of the world, 

| 10, In 
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to the chief of Sinners. 5 
10. In theſe days the thoughts of Religion 


cndure it my ſelf, nor that any other [ſhould ; 
So that when 1 have ſeen ſome read in theſe 


| books that concerned Ci iltianPlety,ir wonld 


be as it-were a priſon to me. Then 1. ſaid unto 
God, Depart from me, for I deſire no the knows 
ledge of thy ways, Job 21. 14,15.. I was RoW 
void 'of all good conſideration 53 Heaven and 
Hell were both out of ſight and mind z and: 
s'for Saving and Damning, they were leaſt 
in my thoughts. 0 Lord, then k:oweſt my life 5/ 
and my ways weve not hid from tance. 

11. But this I well remember, That though 
I.could my ſelf fin with the greateſt delight 
and caſe, and alſo take vicaſore m the vile- 
neſs of ny companions z yet even then, if I 
have at any time ſeen al Tas things by thoſe 
who profeſſed goodneſs, it would: make my! 
ſpirit tremble. As once, above. all the reſt, 


were very grievous to me; 1 could neither 


«#- + 


when I was in my heighth of vanity, yet hea | 
mg ONE 0G fwear, thit was reckoned” for a. 


religious man, it had ſo great a ſlroak upon 
my fpirit, that it 'made my heart ake. | 
12, But God did not utterly leave me, but 
followed me ſtill; not now with convictions, 
but judgments ; yet ſuch as were mixed with 
mercy. For once I fell into: a crick ofthe 
Sea, and hardly eſcaped drowning : Another 
time | fell ont of a Boat, into ay 
ut 
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but Mercy yet preſerved me alive : Beſides, 
another time, being in the held with one of 
my companions, it chanced that an Adder 
paſſed over the high-way ; ſo I having a ſtick 
in mine hand, ſtruck her over the back ; and 
having ſtunned her, I forced open her mouth 
with my ſtick, and plucked her ſting out with 
my fingers ; by which act, had not God been 
merciful to me, I might, by my deſperatenels, 
have brought my ſelf to mine end. 

13. This al{o I havetaken notice of, with 
thankſgiving; When I was a Soldier, I, with 
others, were drawn out to go to ſuch a place 
to beſiege it ; but when I was juſt ready to 
go, one of the Company deſired to go in my 
room ; to which, when I had conſented, he 
took my place ; and coming to the Siege, as 
he ſtood Sentinel, he was ſhot into the head 
with a Musket-bullet, and died. 

14. Here, as | ſaid, were Judgments and 
Mercy, bur neither of them did awaken my 
Soul to Righteouſneſs;wherefore I ſinned ſtill, 
and grew- more and more rebellious again(t 
God, and careleſs of mine own Salvation. 

15. Preſently after this, I changed my con- 
- dition into a married ſtate 3 and my mercy 
was, to light upon a wife, whoſe father was 
counted godly : This woman and I, though 
we came together as poor as poor might be, 
(not having ſo much houſe-hold-ſtuff as adiſh 

. 


to the chief of Sinners. 7 


r ſpoon betwixt us both) yet this ſhe had for 
er part, The Plain Man's Path-way to Heaven, 
d The Prattice of Piety, which her father had 
ft her, when he died. In theſe two books I 
ould ſometimes read with her, wherein I 
Iſo found ſome things that were ſomewhat 
leaſing to me 3 (bur all this while I met with 
0 conyiftion.) She alſo would be often tel- 
ng of me, what 4 godly man her father was, 
d how he would reprove and corre@ vice, both 
bis houſe, and amongſt his neighbours ;, what a 
ribt and holy life he lived in bus day, both in 
rd and deed. | 
16. Wherefore theſe books, with this rela- 
on, though they did not reach my heart, to 
waken it about my ſad and ſinful ſtate, yet 
ey did beget within me ſome defires to Re- 
gion : So that, becauſe I knew no better, [I fell 
very eagerly with the Religion of the times; 
dwit, to'go to Church twice a day, and that 
do with the foremoſt ; and.there ſhould very 
eyoutly, both ſay and ſing as others did, yet 
taining my wicked life : But withal,l was fo 
yer-run with the ſpirit of Superſtition,that I 
dored, and that with great devotion, even all 
ings ( both the High-place, Prieſt, Clerk, 
'eſtments, Service, and what elſe) belonging 
the Church ; counting all things holy, thar 
ere therein contained ; and eſpecially, the 
rieſt and Clerk moſt happy, and without 
doubt, 
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Were principal in the holy Temple, to do hi 


. and have been trawpled upon by them ; the! 
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8. Grace abounding 


doubt, greatly bleſſed, beczuſe they were theo 
Servants, as IT then thought, of God; an 


wo:k therein. 

+ 17. ' T his concelt grew ſo ſtrong, in Jittlegh 
time, upon my ſpirit, that had | but ſecn 
Prieſt (though never fo ſordid and debauch 
ed in bis life ) [ ſhould find my ſpirit fall un 
der hin, reverence him, and knit unto him 
yea, I thought, for the love I did bear unte 
them (ſuppoſing they were the Miniſters 0 
God) i could have lain down at their fee 


Name, their Garb, and Work did ſo intoxi 
cate and bewitch me. 

- 18. After I had been thus for ſome conſi 
derable tine,” another thought came in m 
mind; ard that was, Whether we were of the 
Itraclites, orno ? For finding inthe Scripture 
that they were once the peculiar people < 
God, thought I, If I were once of this race 
my Soul myſt needs be happy. Now again 
fonnd within me a great longing to be reſo 
ved abont this Queſtion, but could not tel 
how I ſhould : Ar laſt, I asked my father « 
it ; who told me, No, we were not. Where 
fore then 1 fell in my ſpirit, as to the hope 
of that, and {ſo remained. 

19. But all this while, I was not ſenſible c 
the danger and eyil of fin; 1 was kept fron 
conlideriny 
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to the chief of S11uers. 9 


hronſidering that fin would damn me, what Re- 
1g10n ſoever | followed, unleſs I was found 
in Chriſt : Nay, I never thought of him, nor 
'hether there was ſuch an one, or 20. Thus 
Is Man, wh:le blind, dith wander, but wearieth 
1 /:If with vanity . for he k-oweth not the way 
'h&o :e City of God, Ecclel. ro. I 5» 
nf 26, but one day (amongſt ail the Sermons 
pur Parſon made) his Subje:t was, to treat of 
tgthe Sabbath-day, and of the evil of breaking 
othat, cither with labour, ſports, or 0therwile; 
et. Now | was, notwithſtanding my Religion, 
elffone that rook much delight in all manner of 
XiFvicez and elpecially, that was the day that 1 
d:d ſolace my cl: therewith.) Wherefore 
Jl fell in my Conſcience under his Sermon, 
mFthinking aid believing that he made that Ser- 
thmon on purpole to {hew me my evil-coing : 
esgAnd at that timel felt what guilt was, though 
never betore, that I can remember 3 but then 
cegtl was, for the preſent, greatly loaden there- 
nFwith, and ſo went home when the Sermon 
off was ended, with a great burthen on my ſpirit. 
tell 21. This, for that inſtant,did benumb the 
* offirews of my beſt de!izhts,. and did imbirter 
re my tormer pleaſures to me : But behold, it 
laſted not; for before 1 had will dined, the 
trouble began to go off my m kd, and my 
heart returned to 1ts ofd comfe: But Oh ! 
on how glad was 1, that this trouble was gone 
| izom 
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from me, and that the fire was put out, that 
might ſin again without control ! Wherefore 
When | had ſatisfied Nature with my food, 

ſhook the Sermon out of my mind, and t 
my old cuſtom of jports and gaming 1 retur 
ned with great delight. ' 

22, But the ſame day, as1 was in the midf 
of a game at Cat, and having {truck it one bloy 
from the i1vic, juſt as I was about to ſtrike i 
the  natgp :ime, a voice did {udgainly dar 
from Heaven, into my Soul, which ſaid, Wi 
thou leave thy / ns, and po io "Slhenad1 or te 
thy fins, and goto Hell? At this I was put t 
an exceeding maze ;z wherefore, leaving m 
, Cat upon the ground, [ looked up to Heaven 
and was as if I had, with the eyes of my under: 
ſtanding, ſeen the Lord Jeſus looking down! 
upon me, as being very hotly diſplealed wi:h; 
me, andas it hedid ſeyercly threaten me w i 
ſome grievous puniſhment for theſe, and 0. 
ther my ungodly practices. 

23. I had no ſooner thus conceived in my 
mind, but ſuddainly this concluſion was ſalt: 
ned on my ſpirit (for the former hint did ſet; 
my ſins again: before my face : ) That 1 hat 
been a great and grievos ſinner, and that it w 
now too late for me to look after Heaven \, fi 
Chriſt would not forgive me, nor pardon my tran 
-ercjſions. Then I fell to muſing upon this al 
10; and while 1 was thinking of it, and fea 
ring 
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Ting leſt it ſhould be ſo, I felt my heart ſink 
in deſpair, concluding it was too late z and 
therefore I reſolved in my mind, I would go 
on in fin : For, thought 1, if the caſe be thus, 
my ſtate is ſurely miſerable ; miſerable if 1 
leave my ſins, and but miſerable if I follow 
them : I can but be damned 3 and if it muft 
be fo, I had as good be damned for many ſins, 
as be damned for few. 
24. Thus | ſtood in the midlt of my play, 
before all that then were preſent ; bur yer 1 
told them nothipg : But, 1 ſay, I having made 
this concluſion, 1 returned deſperately to my 
ſport again and I well remember, that pre- 
ſently this kind of deſpair did fo poſſeſs my 
Soul, that I was perſwaded, I could never at- 
tain to other comfort than what I ſhould get 
in ſin ; for Heayen was gone already, ſo that 
on that I muſt nor think : Whereforel found 
within me a great delire to take my fill of {in, 
{ti!l ſtudying what ſm was yet to be commit» 
red, that I might taſte the ſweetneſs of it ; 
and 1 made as much haſte as 1 conld to fill my 
belly with its delicates, leſt I;hould die be- 
fore I nad my defire ; for that I feared great- 
ly. 1n theſe things, 7 pr oteſt before God, I lye 
not, neither do I feign this form of ſpeech ; 
theſe were really, {trongly, and with all my 
heart, my deſires: The good Lord whoſe mercy 
& unſearchale, forowve me my tranſoreſſions. 
25. (And 
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25 (And 1 'am yery confident, that this 

'temptation of the Devil iis more uſual a- 
monegſt pror creatures. than many are aware 
of, even to over-run the ſpirits with a ſ{curfy 
'and ſeared frame of heart, and /benumbing of 
\conſcicnce ; which iframe he ſtilly and {lily 
ſupplicth with tuch deſpair, that ri;ough not 
much gwlt attendeth Souls, yet thez conti- 
nually have a ſecret concluſion within them, 
that there is no hopes for them ; for they have 
loved ſims, therefore after them they will go, Jer. 
2 25. and 18.12.) 

26. Now therefore I went on. in fin with 
great greccineſs of :mind,! ſt:1} grudging that 
I could not be fo ſatisfied with ir as t would. 
This did continve with me about a month, 
or more : Bit one day, as I was ſtanding ata 
neighbour's ſhop- window, andthere carting 

- and ſwearing, end playing the mad-man, at- 
.ter my wonted manner, there {ate within the, 
woman of the houſe, 2nd heard me 3. who, 
though ſhealfo was a very looſe ard ungotiy 
wretch, v@protcſted that 1 iwore ar.d cur 
ſed at tharWoſt fearful rare, that ſhe was | 
. made to tretfible to hear me; and-rold me 
further, "That ] wits the wngrdlieft fell-w, for 
ſwearing ," that ever ſhc heard. in'all ' ber life ; 
and that I, by thus doing, was able to ſpoil all ths 
Touth im the while Town, if they came but in my 
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27. At this reproof I was ſilenced, and pur 
+ Yo lecrer. ſhame ; and that too. as I thought, 
fore the God of Heaven: Wherefore while 
ſtood there, and hanging dowa my head, I 
iſhed with all my heart that I might be a lic- 

e child again, that my father might learn me 

> ſpeak without this wicked way of iwea- 
ing; for, thought I, Iam ſo accuſtomed to 

, that it is but in vain for me to think of a 

, Wcformation, for I thought it could never be. 
28, But how it came to pals, I know not ; 
did, from” this tim: forward, fo leave my 
earing, that it was a great wonder to my 
If to obſerve it; and whereas before I knew 
ot how to ſpeak, unleſs I put an Oath before, 
nd anotker behind, to make my words have 
uthority 5 now I could, without it, ſpeak 
etter, and with more pleaſantnels, than ever 
could before. All this while I knew not Jeſus 
briſt, neither did I leave my ſportsand play. 
29. But quickly airer this, | fell jn compa- 
with one poor man, that made profeſſion 

t Religion 3 who, as [ then thought, did talk 
leacantly of the Scriptures, and of the mar- 
rsof Religion: Wheretore falling into ſore 
ve and liking to what he ſaid, | betook me 
d my Btble, - and: began to r:ke great plch- 
re in reading, but eſpecially with-the Hi- 
drical part thereof ;, for as for P's Epi. 
les, and fuch like Scriptores, 1 could not 
away 
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away =_ them ; being as yet ignorant, ei. 
ther of the corruptions of my nature, or of 
the want and] worth of Jeſus Chriſt to ſave me 
30. Wherefore I fel] to ſome outward Refor 
mation, both in my words and life, and di 
feet the Commandments before me for my way t 
Heaven ;, which Commandments 1 alſo dic 
ſtrive to \ keep, and, as | thought, did keep 
them pretty wel] ſometimes,and thenl ſhoull 
have comfort ; yet now and then ſhould brea! 
one, and fo afflict my Conſcience; but then 
ſhould repent, and ſay, I was ſorry: for it, and 
promiſe God to do better next time, anc 
there get help again, for then I thought 
pleaſed God as well as any man in England. 
31, Thus I continued abour a year ; a 
which time our Neighbours did take me t 
be a very godiy man, a new and religiou 
man, and did-maryel much to ſee ſuch a grea 


and famous alteration in my life and manf, 


nersz and indeed,. ſo it was, though yet 


knew not Chriſt, nor Grace, nor Faith, noff 


Hope; for, as I have well {cen fince, had 
then died, my ſtate had been moſt fearful. 
32. But, | tay, my Neighbours were am 


zed at this: my great Converſion ; from prof, | 
digiouvs prophaneneſs, to ſomethinz like 


moral lite z and truly, ſo they well "mighth, 
for this my Converfion was as great, as fc 
To om of Bethlem to become a ſober man. No 

thereforf- 


u 
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elÞherefore they began to praiſe, to comm:nd, 
OB-nd ſpeak well of me, both to my face, and be- 
"hind my back. Now I wa+,as tliey ſaid, become 
OFÞ-odly ; now I was become a right honeſt man. 
4 But, Oh! when I underſtood that thele were 
) ' their words and opinions of me, it pleaſed me 
did ighty well : For though as yet I was nothing 
FP but a poor painted Hypocrite, yet I loved 
"Ko be talked of, as one that was truly Godly. 
© was proud of my Godlinels 3 and indeed, I 
did all [ did, either to be ſecn of, or to be 
| ſpoxen of by men: And thus I conti- 
Sued for ahout a twelve-month, or more. 
33. Now you muſt know, that before this, 
had taken much delight in ringing 3 bat my 
onſc tence beginning to be tender, I chougre 
uch praCtice was but vai); and therefore for- 
<4 my (cf to Jeave it, yet my mind hancke- 
ed ; wherefore | ſkouly go to the Steeple- 
cuſe, and look on, thongh I durſt nor ring : 
utc I thonght this did not become Religi:n 
either, y<t TT forced my ({clf, and world look 
"ll 4 [ti]; Bur quickly afcer, | beyan to think, 
ut Foy if one of the Bris ſron'd fl? Then | chole 
ang, ſtand under a main Bcam, that lay over- 
DBbwart the Steeple, ſom tide to lide, think= 
we n2 there | m:ght ſtant ſure. Bur then I ſhould 
& hink a7ain, Shoul4 the Bull fall with a ſwing, 
FT might firſt hit the weil, and then rg hout- 
wx Ng upin me, might ki my, for ail this Beam ; 
B 2 _ This 
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This made me ſtand 1in the Steeple: door; and 
now, thoughtT, Iam ſafe enough ; for if a 


Bell ſhould then fall, I can flip out behind . 
theſe thick walls, and ſo be preſerved not- , 
withſtanding. | 
34 So after this,I wovld yct go to lee them ; 
ring, but would not go further than the Stee- . 
ple-door 3 but then it came into my head,N. 
How it theSteeple it ſelf ſhould fall? and this] + 
thought (it may fall for ovghtI know)when [ 
ſtood and looked vn,did continvally io ſhakeſ© 
my mind,that I durſt not fand at the Steeple 7 
door any longer, but was forced to fl-e, forſ, 
fear the Steeple ſhould fail upon my head. FJ. 
35- Another Ting was, m y dancing z el 
was a full year, before I could quite leave that, 
but all this while, when I thought I kept this _ 
or that Commandient, or did, by word 0 _ 


deed, any thing that I tnongat were goodfi.- 
1 had great peace in my Conſcience ; 5 An 
ſhould think with my ſelf, God cannot chu{ 
but be now pleaſed with me; yea, torrelate 
11 my own way, I thought no man in Englan 
could _ God better than 1. 
36. Burt, poor wretch as ! was, I was al 
this while ignorant of Jeſus Chrilt, and gog, 
ing about toeſtabliſh my own Righteovſheſ,, 
and had periſhed therein, had -not God, it 
mercy, ſhewed-me more of my ſtate by naflg; 
£UIE, v! 
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37. But upon a day, the good Providence 
of God did caſt me to Beafrrd, to work on 
my Calling ; and in one of the ftreetsof that 
Town, | came where there were three or four 


— x 


or God £5 ineir hearts, alſo how they-were 
convinced of their milerable ſtate by nature 
they talked how God had viſited thcir Souls 
with his love in the Lord Jeſus,and with what 
words and promiſes they had been refreſhed, 
comforted and ſupported againſt the tempta- 
Ofltions of the Devil: Moreover, they reaſoned 
of the ſuggeſtions and temptations of Satan 
"$1 particular ; and told to each other, by 
which they had been afflited, and how they 
were born ap under his aſſaults: They alſo dil- 
ourſed of their own wretchedneſs of hearr, 
of their unbelie; and did contemn, flight 
and abhor their own Righteouſneſs, as filthy 
and inſulhicient to do them any good. 
38. And me-thought they ſpake, 2s if joy 
did make them ſpeak 3 they ſpake with ch 
pleaſantneſs of Scriprure-language, and with 
Br FE 7 {uch 
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luch appearance of Grace in all they ſaid, that 
they were tome, as if they had found a ney 
world, as if they were pecple that awelt alone 
and were ndt to be reckaned amony ft their iVeie 
bers, Numb. 23. 9. 

$0. At this I fclt my own heart began to 
taike,and miſtruſt my cendition to be naught; 
for I ſaw, that.in all my thoughts about Rcli- 
gion and Salvation, the new Birth did neverſh 
Eater into my mind, neither knew I the com: 
i» of the Word and Promiſe, nor the de 


ceitfulneſs and treacac.? Of my own wicked 
heart. As for ſecret thoughts, x 22K N0 
notice of them; neither did 1 underſtand 
what Satan's temptations were, nor how they 
were to be withſtood and reſiſted, &c. 

40. Thus therefore, when I had heard and 
conſidered what they faid, I left them, andÞÞs 
went about my employment again, but their! | 
talk and diſcourſe went with me ; alſo myÞP! 
beart would tarry with them, for | was greatÞ0 
ly afteted with their words, both becaule by! 
them I was convinced, that I wanted the truqgce 
tokens of atruly godly man, and alſo becauſyps 
by.them I was convinced of the happy andÞ* 
bliifN.d condition of him that was ſuch an one; 

41. Therefore | ſh. uld often make it m 
bulineſs to be going again and agiia into rhqR * 
company of theſe poor people, for I couldJjo< 
not ftay away 3 and the more I went _—_ Je 

| them 
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them, the more I did queſtion my condition z 
and, as I ſtil do remember, preſently I found 
two things within me, at which I did ſome- 
times marvel ; (eſpzcially conſtdering what a 
plind,ignorant,ſordid and ungodly wretch but 
jalt before I was: ) T he one wasa very great 
tlivftneſs and tenderneſs of heart, which cau- 
i-Yſcd me to fall under the conviction of what 
erflby Scripture they allerted 3 and the other 
vas, a great bending in my mind to a conti- 
ual meditating on tkem.,ard on all other good 
Fthings which at any time [ heard or read of. 
42. By theſe things my mind was now ſo 
turned, that it lay like an Horlſe-leach at the 
Vein, ſtill crying out, Grve, give, Prov.30.15. 
Yea, it was 10 fixed on Eternity, and on the 
ndIti-ings about the Kingdom of iicaven ( that 
dis. fo far as I knew.,though as yet, God knows, 
iff] knew but little) that neither pleaſures, gor 
nyfprofits, nor perſwaſzons, nor threats could 
arMooſe ir,or make it let go its hold; and though 
by may ſpeak it with ſhame, yet it ts, in very 
-ueſdeed, a.certain truth, it would. then have been 
aſs difficult for me to have taken my mind from 
ndgHeaven to Earth,' as I have found it often 
ne ſince to get again from Earth to Heaven. 

my 43. One thing I may not omit : There was 
he 70ung man m-our Town, to whom my heart 
vidj-cfore was knit more than to any other; but 
a (be being a moſt wicked creature for curſing 
-M = B. 4 and. 
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and ſwearing, and whoring, I now ſhook him 
oit, and forlook his company ; but about a 
quarter of a year after I had left him, 1 met 
him in a certain Lane, and asked him how he 
did he, aiter his old ſwearing and mad way 
anſwered, He was well. But, Harry, ſaid I, wh 
ao you ſwear and curſe thus * What will become « 
you, if you die tn this condition ? He anſwered 
me in a great chafe, What would the Devil do fo 
company, if it were not for ſuch 45 1 am ? 

44. About this time I met with ſome Ran 
ters Books,that were put forth by ſome of ou 
Country-men;which Books were alſo highly in 
eſteem by ſeveral old Profetiors; ſome of theſ 
I read, but was not able to make a judgme 
about them; wherefore, as I read in them, and 
thought upon them (feeling my ſelf unable t( 
judge)l ſhould betake my ſelf to hearty prayer 
inthis manner; O Lord, I am a fool, aud not abl 
to know the Truth from Error : Lord,leave me nd 
to my own Blindneſs, either to approve of, or co 
demn this DoArine : If it be of God, let me nct d, 
ſpife it ;, if it be of the Devel, let me not embrace tt 
Lord, 1 lay my Soul, in this matter, only at th 
foot ; let me not be decerved, I humbly beſeech thee 
{ had one religious intimate Companion al 
this while, and that was the poor m:n that | 
ſpoke of before; but about this time, he ali 
turned a molt deviliſh Ranter,and gave himfell 
upto all mannex-of Althineſs, eſpectally Un 
| clcannels: 
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cleanneſs : He would allo deny that there was 
a God, Angel, or Spirit 3, and wovld laugh at 
all exhortations to lobriety : When l labou- 
red torebuke his wickedneſs, he would laugh 
the more, and pretend that he had gone 
through all Religions, and could neyer light 
on the right, till now : He told me allo, that 
ed it little time, 1 ſhould fee all Profcilors curn 

to the ways of the Ramers, Wherefore, abo- 
minating thoſe curſed principles, I Icfr his 
company ferthwich, and became to him as 
greata ſtr; anger,as Ih; ad been beforea familiar. 
45. Neither was this man cnly a temptation 
to me, but my Calling I) ng 1n the Country, I 
2ppened to light into ſev eral peoples com- 
pany ; who, though ſtrict in Religion for- 
merly. yet were alto ſwept away by thele Ran 
ters. Theſe would alſo reik wito me of their 
ways, end condeinn me as Iogol and dark 
Pretenc Ing that they only had attaincd to 
perfection, that cen!d do what they would, 
and nor ſin.. On! Their temptations were ſai 
table ro my fleſh, 1 bing bur a young ran, 
a:d my nature 19 its p:1we z but God, awho 
had. as | hope, defigned me for better things, 
kept me in the fear of his Name, and did not 
{offer me to accept of ſuch curled principles. 
And bleſled be God, who put it into my heart 
to cty to himts be kept and directed, (tl dil- 
truſting mins oven wildom ; for 1 haye fince 
35 {ven 
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' ſeeneven the effect of that prayer, in his pre. 
ſerving me, not only from Ranting Errors, 
byt from thoſe alſo that have (prung uP ſince, 
The Bible was precious to me in thoſe days. 

46. And now, me-thought, | began to look 
into the Bible with new eyes, and read as I ne- 
ver did before; and eſpecial'y the Epiſtles of 
the Apoſtle St. Paul were ſweet and pleaſant 
to me; and indecd, I was then never ont of 
the Bible, cither by reading, or meditation ; 
ſtill crying out to God, that I might knew the 
truth, and way to Heaven and Glory. 

47. And as I went on and read [ lighted on 
' that paſſage, To one 75 given by the Spirit, the 
word of wiſdim, to another, the word of kneow- 
leave by the ſame Spirit z and to another, faith, 
&c. 1 Cer. 12. And though, as I have ſince 
ſecn, that by this Scripture the Holy Ghoit 
intends, IN ſpecial, things extraordinary, yet 
en me it then did faſten with conviction, i hot 
I did want thi: gs ordinary, even that undger- 
ſtanding and wildom that other Chriſtians 
had. . On this word I muſed, and could not 
telſwhat to do eſpecially, this word [ Faith,] 
put me to it; for I could not help it, bu 
lomctimes muſt queſtion whether I had ar 
F:ich, or no but I was Joath to conclude, "1 
| had »e Fatt ; for if 1 ds ſo. thought I, then 


fhall count my? (elf a very Caoit-away indeed. 
'48, No, faid I with my felf, though | am 
convinced 
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convinced that I am an ignorant Sot,and rhag 
| want thoſe bleſſed Gifts of Knowledge and 
Underſtanding that other good people have; 
yet at a venture F will conclude, 1 am not al- 
& Yfogerher faithleſs, though 1 know not what 

Faith is: For it was ſhewed me, and that too 


conclude themſelves in a faithleſs ſtate, have 
f n:ither reft nor quiet in their fouls; and. I 
"was loth to fall quite into deſpair. 
' 49. Wherefoie by this ſuggeſtion, T was, 
for a while, made afraiJ to ſee my want of 


create ſtill within me ſuch ſuppoſitions, inſo- 
much th=t I Gould not reſt content, nn:4l I did: 
a. | Pow come to ſome certain knowledge, whe- 
6 


And be- 


But how Can you tell you kave Faith ? 


jure to periſh for ever. 
7 50. So that though I endeavoured! at the 


ther I had Faith.or no. Bur alas, poor wretch ! 


this day, no more how to do it, than ] know 


"(2 have ſeen ſince) by Satan, that thoſe who 


Faith ; but God would not ſuffer me'thus to- 
undo and deſtroy my Sogl, but did continual- 
ly, againſt'this-my blind and fad concluſion;. 


ther I had Faith, or no; this always running; 
In my mind, But bw if you want Faith ind:ed ? 


{tdes, 1 faw for certain, if [ had it not, L was: 
firſt to look over the buſineſs of Faith, yet in: 
alittle tine,. 1 better conſidering the matrer;, 
7 was willing to put my ſelf uponthe trial, whe-- 
= 

lo 1gnorant and brutifh was I, that I knew, to: 


how- 
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how to begin and accompliſh that rare and 
curious picce of Art, which I never yet ſaw 
or conſidered, 

51. Wherefore while I was thus conſidering 
and bÞeing put to my plunge'abour it (for yo 
niuſt know, that as yet | had, in this matter, 
broken my mind to no man,only did hear and 
conſider, the Tempter came in with h1s delu» 
ſion, That ihere was no way for me t0krow I had 
Faith, bat by trying to work ſome Miracle; urging 
thoſe; criptures that ſeem to look that way, for 
the inforcing and ſtreygtining his tempra- 
tion. Nay, one day, as | was betwixt E//tow 
and Bedfo; d the temptation was hot upon me, 
to try it I had Faith, by doing fone Miracle ; 
which Miracle, at that time, was this; I muſt 
fay to the Puddlerthat w crc in the Horſe-pads, 
Beary; and ro the dry places, Be you the Pud- 
les ; And truly, one tire I was going to ſay 
to indced ; but juſt as I was about to ſpeak,this 
thovght came into my mind ; But 20 #ander you 
der Hedge, ard pray fit, he God would make 
you able : But when | had concluded to pray, 
this cate het upon me; Thar if | prayed, and 
came again, and tricd to do it, and yet did 
nothing notwithſtanding, then be ſure 1 had 
ro Faith, but wasa Calt-av ay, and loſt. Nay, 
thonghtl, if it be fo, I will not try yet, but 
will lay a little _ c 

So I continucd at a great loſs; forl 
| thovght, 
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thought, if rhey only had Faith, which could 
do ſo wonderful things, then 1 concluded, 
that for the preſent I neither had'it, nor ye 
for time to come: were ever like to have it, 
Thus I was toſled betwixt the Devil and my 
rf own ignorance, and ſo perplexed, eſpecially 
dl at ſome times,that 1 could not tell what todo. 
1» 53. About this time. the ſtate and happineſs 
df| of theſe poor people at Beafo; d was thus, i» 4 
off kind of Viſion, preſented to me : 1 ſaw, as if 
"A they were ſet on the Sunny-lide of ſome high 
1-M Mountain, there refreſhing themſelves with 
»f the pleaſant beams of che Sun,while | was ſhi- 
el vering and (hrinking in the Cold,afflicted with 
-F Froſt,Snow and dark Clouds : Me-thought al- 
&t fo, bctwixt me and them, | ſaw a Wal} thatdid 
Ml compaſs about this Mouiitain 3 now through 
ZN this Wall my Sou] did greatly Celire to pals 3 
yl concluding, that if I could, 1wruld go eyen 
SK into the very midft of them, and there alio 
- comfort my jelf with the lar of their Sun, 

y 54: About this Wal} | thought my (elf to 
8 £0 again and again, ft11]] prying as l went, to 
If fee it I could find izme way or patlage, by 
d 8 which I might enter therein z but nene could 
48 1 fird for ſore tire : At the laſt, Ifaw, as it 
, | were, a narrow gap, like aliitle door-way, in 
th tlie Wall,thorough which Iattempred co paſs; 
Now the paſlage being very ſtrait and narrow, 
I made- many offers to get 19, but all in vain, 
cven 
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even until I was well nigh quite beat out by 
ſtriving to get in; at laſt with great ſtriving, 
me-thought 1 at firſt did get in my head, and 
afrer thart,by a'fideling ſlriving,my ſhoulders, 
and my whole body : Then was I exceed ing 
glad, and went and fate down in the mid(t 
of them, and ſo was comforted with the light 
and hear of their Sun. 

55- Now this Mountain and Wall, cc. was 
thus made ot tome; the Morntain ſiznihed 
the Church of the Living God ; the Sun that 
ſhone thereon, the comfortable ſhining of his 
merciful Face on them that were therein; the 
Wall I thought was the Word, that did make 
ſeparation between the Chriitians and the 
World; and the Gap which was in thi- Wall, 
I thought, was [e{us Chriit, who 15 the Way 
to God the Father, Job. 14. 6. Mar. 7. 14 
But foraſmuch az the Paſſige was wonderful 
Narrow, even {o narrow, that i could not but 
with great dificulty enter in thereat.it iBews- 
ed me, that non? could «nter into Life, but 
thole that were i1 down-right carns ft, and 
vnaleſs alſo they left this wicked Wor 4 be- 
hind them; for here waz only room for Body 
and Sou! Hot not for Body and Soul and Sn; 

56. This reſemblance abode npon my Spk- 
Tit many days: ail which time 1 {aw my felt 
in a forlorn and ſad condition, but yet was 


provoked to a vchement hunger and dchire 
tO 
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to be one of that number that did fit in the 

\ W S:n-ſhine : Now alſo I ſhould pray, where- 

KM cvcrl was;, whetFer at home, or abroad; in 

BE houſe, or field ; and ſhould alſo often, with 

> Þ liſting up of heart, ſing that of the fifty firſt 

- 8 ?/ulm, O Lord, con{id:r my diſtreſs ;, for as yet 
| knew not where | was. 

57 Neither as yet could [atta'nto any com- 
fortable perſ#aſio! that I had Faith inChriſt ; 
but inſtead of having ſatisfaction,here I began 
to find mySoul to be aflaulted with freſh doubrs 
about my future happineſs;eſpecially with ſuch 
as theſe, Whether I was elefied : But how if the 
Day of Grace ſhould row be paſt and gone ? 

58. By theſe two temptations [ was very 
1uch afflicted and diſquieted ; ſumetimes by 
one, and ſometimes by the other of them. 
And fi:ſt, to ſpeak of that abont my queſtion- 
ing my EleQtion; I found at this time, that 
though was ina flame to f12d the way to Hea- 
ven and Glory,and thongh nothing could bear 
nc of from thts, yet this queſtion did fo offend 

and diſcourage me, that I was, eſpecially at 
"ſome times, as if the very ſtrength of my bo+ 
dy alſo had been taken away by the force and 
power thereof. This Scripture alſo did ſeenr 
to me, to tramPte upon all iny deſires; Tr x 
neither in him that willith, nc ;a him that run- 
neth ; but in God that ſheweth mercy, Rom. 9, 
59. With this Scripture I could not tell what 
| 03 
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to do;forl evidently ſaw,unleſs that the great 
God, of his infinite Grace and Bounty, had 
voluntarily choſen me to be a Veſlel of Mer- 
cy, though I ſhould delire, and long, and la. 
bour until my heart did break, no good could 
come of it. Therefore this would ſtill ſtick 
with me, How can you tell you areclecied? And 
what if yeu ſhould not * How then ? 

60. O Lord, thought I, what if I ſhould 
not indeed ? It may be, you are not, ſaid the 
Tempter : It may be fo indeed, thought [. 
Why then, {aid Satan, you had as good leave 
oft, and ſtrive no further; for if, 1ndeed, yo1 
ſhou!d not be elected and choſen of God, 
there is no talk of your being ſaved ; For ir 
is neither in him that. wilitth, nor in him that 
runzeth ; but in God that {heweth merey. 

61. Bytheſe things I was diiven to my Wits 
end, not knowing winat to fay, or how to an- 
{wer theſe temprations.z ( indeed, 1 littlefj | 
thought that Satan kad thus ajl:u!red me, bury ; 
that ratacr it was my own p:udence, thus tof | 
ſtart the queſtion ; ) for that tlie Elect o'lyf 
attained Eterna] Liie, tat I, without ſcruple | 
did heartily clofe withal 5 but that my cliff} | 

; 


-was one of them, tnere lay the qucſtion. 

62. Thus therefore, for ſeveral days, I was 
greatly allauit:d and perplcxed;and was often, 
when | have been walking, ready to fink where} « 
1 welt, with {aintneſs in my mind : ae) 

ay, 
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day,after I had been ſo many weeks oppreſied 
and caſt down therewith, as I was now quite 
r-F e£iving up the Ghoſt of all my hopes of ever at- 
4-F taining life,that ſentence fell with weight upon 
14H my ſpirit; Look at the generations of old, and ſee : 
Kll Did ever any traſt in God, and were confounded? 
1d 63.. At which I was greatly lightned, and 
encouraged in my Soul; for thus at that very 
dy inſtant, it was expounded to me : Begin at the 
ic beginning of Genetis, «4nd read 10 the end of the 
l. Revelations, ard ſee if you can find that there 
ell was any that ever truſted in the L0;d, ana was 
'1Þ confounded. So coming home, I pielentiy 
1, | weng to my Bible, to ſee if I could find that 
| ſaying, not dopbting but to find it preſently 3 
:$ for it was ſo freſh, and with ſuch ſtrengthand 
comfort on my ſpirit, that 1 was as it it tal 
'5Þ ked with me. | 
1- 64. Well, I looked, but I found it not; on- 
cl ly it abode upon me: Then I did ask ficlt this 
7 good man, and then another, if they knew 
off where it was; but they. knew no ſuch place. 
Yi AtthisI wonder'd, that ſuch a ſentence ſhould 
ſo ſuddainly, and with ſuch comfort and 
i ſtrength, fieze and abide upon my heart, ard 
yet that none could find it (for I doubted not, 
SF but it was in holy Scripture.) 
- 65. Thus | continued above a year, and 
conld not find the place; but at laſt, caſting my 
£ye1nto the Apocrypha-books, | found It in Ecs 
cleſi2/*icua, 
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eleſiaſtiens, Eccluſe 2. 10, This, at the firſt, 
did ſomewhat dauntme; but becaule by this 
time I had got more experience of the loye 
and kindneſs of Gad, it troubled me theleſs ; 
eſpecially when I conſidered, that though it 
was not in thoſe Texts that we call Holy and 
Canonical, yet foraſmuch as this ſentence was 
the {im and ſubltance of many of the Promi- 
ſes, it was my duty to take the comfort of it; 
and [ bleſs God for that word, for it was of 
God to me : That word doth (till, at times, 
| ſhine before my face. 

66. Aftcr this, that other doubt did come 
with ſtrength npon me, But how if the Day of 
Grace ſhozld be paſt and gone? How if you have 
over-ſtoad the tine of Mercy ? Now I re- 
metnber, that one-day, as I was walking into 
the Country, I was much in the thoughts of 
this, But how if the Day of Grace be paſt : And 
to aggravate my trouble, the Tempter pre- 
ſented to my mind thoſe good people of Bed- 
ford, and ſuggeſted thusunto me; That theſe 
being converted already, they were all that 
God would ſave in thofe parts; and that I 
came too late, for theſe had got the Bleſling 
before I came, 

67. Now was 1 in great diſtreſs, thinking 1n 
very deed, that this might well beſo; where- 
fore I went up and down bemoaning my ſad 
condition 3 counting my ſelf far worle than a 

thouſand 
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thouſand fools for ſtanding off thus long, and 
s | ſpending ſo many years in fin asI havedone 
e © ſtill crying our, Qh, that | had turned ſooner ! 
Oh,that had turned ſeven years ago! It made 
t | me alſo angry with my ſelf, to think that I 
4 | ſhould have no more wit, but to trifle away 
s | my time, till my Soul and Heaven were loſt. 
- 68, But whenl1 had been long vexed with 
» © this fear,and was ſcarce able to take one ſtep 
f | more, jult about the ſame place where re- 
ceived my other encouragement, theſe words 
broke in upon my mind, Compel them to come 

> | in, that my houſe may be filled ; and yet there is 

” | room, Luk. 14. 22, 23, Theſe words, but 

» | elpecially them, And yer there 5 room, were 

- | ſweetwordsto me ; for truly, I thought that 

| | by them 1 ſaw that there was place enough m 

' © Heaven for me; and moreover, that: when 
the Lord Jeſus did ſpeak theſe words, he 
then did think of me; and that he knowing 
the time would come, that I ſhould be aſfli- - 
Qed with fear that there was no place left 
for me in his boſom, did before ſpeak this 
word, and leave it vpon record, that I might 
find help thereby againſt this vile temptation. 
This I then verily belicved. 

69. In the light and encouragement of this 
Word, I went a pretty while.; and the com- 
fort was the more, when | thought that the 
Loid Jeſus ſhould riiink on me ſo long 20, 
all 
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and that he ſhould ſpeak them words on pur- 
poſe for my ſake; for | did think verily, that 
he did on purpole ſpeak them, to encourage 
me withal. 

70. But I was not without my temptations to 
£0 back again z temptations, I ſay, both from 
Satan, mine own heert, and carnal acquain- 
tance but,] thank God,theſe were out-weigh- 
ed by that ſound ſenſe of Death, and of the 
Day of Judgment, which abode, as it were, 
continually in my view. I fhould often ailo 
think on Nebuchadnezzar; of whom it is ſaid, 
He had given him all the kingdom; of the earth, 
Dan. 5.18, 19. Yet, thought 1, if this great 
man had all his portion in this World, one 
-hour in Hell-fire would make him forget all. 
Which Conſideration was a great help to me. 

71. I wasalſo made, about this time, to ce 
ſomething concerning the Beaſts that 74oſes 
counted clean, and unclean : Ithonght thoſe 
Beaſts were types of men; the cleax, typesof 
them that were the people of God ; but the 
wnclean, types of ſuch as were the children of 
the wicked One. Now I read, that the clean 
Beaſts chewed the Cud, that 15,thought I, they 
ſhew us, we muſt feed upon the Word of Gad : 
They alſo parted the Hoof; 1 theught that ſig- 
nified, we muſt part, if we would be ſaved, 
with the ways of unzodly men. And allo, in 
further reading about them, I found, that 


though 
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though we did chew the Cud, as the Zare ; 
yer if we walked with claws, like a Dog ; or 
if we did part the Hoof, like the Swine ;, yet 
if wedid not cl.2w the Cud, as the Sheep, we 
were (till, for all that, but unclean : tor I thought 
the Hare to be atypeof thoſe that ralk of the 
Word, yet walk in ways of fin ; and that the 
| Swine was like him that par teth with bis out- 
| | ward pollutions, but ſtill wanteth the wordof 
" | Faith, without which,there could be no way of 
Salvation, let a man be never ſo d: vourt, Dext, 
14. After this, | found by reading the Word, 
” | that thoſe that mult be glorified With Chiilt 
- | in another World, m/? Te called by him bere ; 
. | called to the partaxang of a jhare 1n his Word 
" | and Righteouſnels, and to the cemtorts and 
firſt fruits of his Spirit, and to a peculiar in- 
tereſt in a!! thoſe heavenly thi; "2s, which do 
indeed, fore. fit the Soul for that Reſt, and 
Houſe of Glory, which is in Heaven above. 
72. Hereagainl wasat a very great ſtand; 
» | not knowing what to do, fearing 1 was not cal. 
e | led5tor,thought Lit I benot called, what then 
1 | cando me good? None but thoſe who arc eſſe- 
7 Ctually called,inherit the Kingdom of Heaven. 
But ob, how I now loved thoſe words that 
| ſpake ofa Chriſtian's Calling! as when the Lord 
| | faidtoone, Fellow me; and to another,Come af 
ter me - And, oh, t! hought [, that he would fay 
ſo to me too ! How gladly would I run after 
him! 74 I 
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74.1 cannot now expreſs with what longings 
and breathings in my Soul,l ccied to Chrilt to 
call me. T hus I continued for a time, all on a 
flame to be converted to Jeſus Chriſt; and did 


alſo ſee at thar day, ſuch glory in a converted | 


{tat2,that 1 could not be contented without a 
ſhare therein, Gold ! Could it have been got- 


ten for Gold, what could I have given for it! | 


Had | had a whole World, it had all goneten 
thouſand times over for this, that my Soul 
might have been in a converted tare. 

75. How lovely now was every one in my 
eyes,that I thought to be converted men and 
women ! They ſhone, they walked like apeo- 
ple that carried the Broad Seal of Heaven a- 
bont them, Oh ! I ſaw the lot was fallen to 
them in picafant places, and they had a gond- 
ly Heritage, P(al. 16. But that which made me 
fick, was thatof Chriſt, in Marks He went up 
into a Mountain, and call:4 to him whom hs 
would, and they came unto him, Mar. 3.13. 

76. This Scripture made me faintand fear, 
yet it kindled fire in my Soul. Thar which 
made me fear, was this; lelt Chriſt ſhould 
have no liking to me, for he called whom he 
would. But, Oh: the glory that I ſaw in that 
condition did {till fo engage my heart, that I 
could ſeidom read of any thar Chriſt didcal), 
but I preſently wiſhed, Would I bad been 1n 
their Cloaths, Wauld I had been born Peter, 

gy 


Mw H.c www 


| _—_ 


I, ot = a pe ps -e 


PR AO © © =” 


4 -7 


- 
LE 


© wy fwd www wes 7 {4 wa * 


—— v3  .3 Y wn Yy 


Vw vw ww. 77 0 we ww ww 


= c—_— nn. Aa MS. cnn un dg _— lid 


$a 


to the chief of Sinners. 35 


Would I had been born John 3 Or would I had 
bern by, and had hea: d him when be called them, 
how would I have cried, O Lord, call me alſo?! 
But, Oh ! I feared be would nit coll me, 

77. And truly, the Lord let me go thus 


$ many months together, and ſhewed me no- 


thing 3 either that I was already, or ſhould 
be called hercafter ; But at laſt, aſter much 


I time ſpent, and many groans to God, that I 


might be made partaker of the holy and hea- 
venly Calling, that word came in upon me, 
I will cleanſe their blood that I have not cleanſed, 
©r the Lord dwelleth in Zion, Joel 3-21. Theſe 
wt:rdsl thought were ſent, to encourage me 
z0 wait ſtitl upon God; and ſignified unto me, 
that if I were not already, yet time might 
come, I might be in truth conyerted unro 
Chrilt, | 
78. About this time I began to break my 
mind to thoſe poor people in Bedford, and to 
tell them my condition ; which when they 
2ad heard; they told Mr. G:fford of me 3 who 
bimſclf alſo took occaſion to talk with me, 
and was willing to be well perſwaded of me, 
though I think but from little grounds : But 
he invited me to his houſe, where I ſhonld 
bear him confer with others, about the dea- 
lings of God with their Souls ; from all which 
I ſtill received more conviction, ard from that 
time began to fee ſomething of the vanity, 
: and 
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and inward wretchedneſs of my wicked heart, 
for as yet I knew no great matter therein ; 
but now it began to be diſcovered unto mez 
and alſo to work at that rate as it never did 
before. Now I evidently found, that Iufts 
and corruptions put forth themſelves within 
me, mn wicked thoughts and deſires, whichl 
did nvc regard betore 3 my detires alſo for 
Heavca and Liſe began to fail; I found allo, 
thai whereas before my- Soul was full of long- 
ings after God, now it began to hanker after 
. every fooliſh vanity z yea, my heart would 
not be moved to mind that that was good ; 
it began to be careleſs, both of my Soul, and 
Heaven, it would now continually hang back, 
both co, and in every duty ; and was as a clog 
on the leg of a Bird, to hinder me from fly- 
Ing. | 

- Nay, thought I, now I grow worſe 


and worſe ; nowlam farther from convertoa 


than'ever I was before : Wheretore I began 
to link greatly in my Soul, and began to ene 
tertain ſuch diſcouragement in my heart, as 
laid me as low as Hell. If now I ſhould have 
burned at the Stake, I conld not believe that M. 
Chriſt bad love far me: Alas! I could neither -F* 
hear him, nor ſee him, nor fcel him, nor {a+ 
your any of his things ; 1 was driven as w:tlt 
a Tempeſt, my heart would b2 unclean, the 
Canaanites would dwell in the Land. 
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$0. Sometimes I would tel] my condition to 
he people of God ; which, when they heard, 
ey would pity me, and would tell me of the 
Promiſes; but they had as good have told me, 
at I muſt reach the Sun with my finger, as 
have bidden me receive, or relie upon the 
Promiſe 3 and as ſoon as I ſhould have done 
t, all my-fenſe and feeling was againſt me ; 
and I ſaw I had an heart that would fin, and 
hat lay under a Law that would condemn. 
$1. Theſe things have often made me think 


of the Child which the Father brought to 


hiſt 5 who, rvhile he was yet a coming to him, 
yAs thrown down by the Devil ; and alſo ſo rent 
d torn by him, that he lay and wallowed, Joe- 
ing, Luk. g. 42. Mar. 9. 20. 
$2. Further, in theſe days, I ſhouſd find 
y heart to ſhut ic (elf up againſt rhe Eord, 


1d againſt his holy Word : 1 have fonnd my 


1belief tofer, as it were, the ſhoulder tothe 


Woor,to keep him ont; and that to2 even then; 


hen | have, with many a bitter ſigh, cried, 
ood Lord, bre:ik it open : Lord, break theſe 
ates of Braſs, and cut the Bars of irox aſunder, 
al. 107. 16, Yet. that word weuld-ſog#” 


+ Fimes create in my heart a Ee ale _ / 


irded thee, tho thou baſi not knoren me, 11a: @5.5. 
83. But all this while, as to the att of fin= 
Ing, I never was more tender than row ; my 
under parts were inward ; 1 duift not take a 
C pin, 
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pin, or ſtick, though but, ſo-big as a ſtraw; 
tor my. Conſcience now was' ſore, and would t 
{wart .at, eycry touch : 4.could nor. now tell 
how to ſpeak my words, for fear | ſhould miCſ. 
place them. -Oh; how gingerly did | then go, 
in-all I did or faid! 1 found my ſelf as on a 
miry Bog, that ſhook 4f | did bur ſtir, and 
was, a5, there left both-of , God, and Chriſt, ; 
and the Spirit, and al} good things. ; 
$4. But 1 obſerve,though | was ſuch a great 
ſinner before converſion, yet God never much 
charged the guilc of the {ins of my Ignorance 
upon ime 3 only he ſhewe{ me, I was loſt if I 
had got:Chriſt, becguſe I had been a ſinner. 
I aw that I, wanted a perfet Righteouſneſs, 
to preſent me without fault before God z-and 
this Righteouſneſs was no where to be found, 
byg.4a- the Perion of Jeſus Chriſt. 
5- Bot ryy original and inward pollution, 
Our ghar was my plague and my aMlilion;that 
atagdicadful rate, always putting forth 
Fg within-mez that I had the guilt of, to 
amazement z by reaſon of that, I was more 
loathſome in mine owneyes, than was a toad, 
<a. [thought I was ſo in God's eyes too: Sin 
$, 3careuprion, 1 ſaid, would as naturally bub- 
ble opt df my heart,as water would bubble out 
ofa fountain : I thought now, that every one 
ad a better heart than I had ; I could have 
, Fhanged heart with any body l thought, none 
but / } 
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y > but the Devil himſelf could equalize me for 
14 foward wickedneſs, and pollution of mind. I 
ell Fell therefore at the Gght of my own vileneſs, 
i. deeply into deſpair: for 1 concluded, thar 
'0, Fthis condition that I was in, could not ſtand 
| 2 Ivwith a ſtate of Grace- Sure,thought | a” 'Or= 
nd Faken of God ſurel am given upto the Devil, 
{t, Þod to a reprobate mind : and thus I continued. 
z long while. even for {ome years together, 
at N | 86. While-I was thus afBlited with the fears 
ch Bf my own damnation, there were two things 
ce ould make me wonder; the one was, when 
f I Yaw old people hunting after the things of 
r.. Þis life, as if they mould live here always © 
ſs, Whe other was; when 1 found Profeſſors much 
1d Miſtreſſed, and caſt down, when they met wittr : 
d, Futward loſſes; as of Husband, Wite, Child, 
*c. Lord ! thouzhrt I, what a-dois here about 
n, Wch little things astheſ: ! What ſeeking after 
arnal things by ſome,and what grief in others 
dr the loſs of them ! If they {o much Tabour 
ter, and ſpend ſo many tears for the things 


re Mf this preſent life, how am 1 to be be moaned; 
gd, Witied, and prayed for ! My Soul is dy} 1g, My 


in Wul is damning. Were my Soul but in 2 good 
b- Wendition, and weret bur ſore of 't; ah, how 
1t Wch (lhould I efteem my (elf, though bleſt but 
12 With Bread and Warer ! 1 honld count thoſe 
re Wt (mall affliGions, and thould bar them as 
16 Mitle burthens.. 4 won 4e1 Sprrit,mhacaen hear ? 
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87. Ard thongh I was thus troubled, and: 
toſled, and afflicted with the ſight, and ſenſe, 
and tcrrour ot my own wickedneſs, yet | was 
afraid to let this ſenſe and ſight go quite off 
my mind;for | ftound,that uuleſs guilt of Con. 
{cience was taken ofl i he right way, that is, by 
= Blood of Chriſt, a man grew rather worſe 
or the loſs of his trouble of mind,than better, 
Wherefore,if my guilt lay hard upon me,then 
I ſhould cry that the Blood of Chriſt might 
take it off: And if it was going off without it 
(for the ſenſe of ſin would be ſometimes as if 
it would die, and goquite away) then | would 
alſo ſtrive to fetch it upon my heart again, by ſl 
bringing the puniſhment for fin in Hell-fire 
, upon my ſpirit 3 and ſhould cry, Lord, let # 
not go off my heart, but the right way, bat by th 
Blood of Chriſt, and by the application of thy mer 
cy, through him, to my Soul; for that Scripture 
Jay much upon me, Without ſhedding of blood, 
there is no remiſſion, Heb.g.22. And that which} 
made me the more afraid of this, was, becauſkÞ: 
I had ſeen ſome, who,thongh when they wet: 
under wounds of Conſcience, world cry and 
pray ; yet ſeeking rather preſent eaſe from 
their trouble, than pardon for their ſip, cared 
not how they loſt their guilt, ſo rhey got | 
out of their mind : Now having gct it oft tha: 
wrong way, it was not ſ{antified unto them 
but they grew harder, and blinder, and -" i 
WICKEL 
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e, (wicked after their trouble. This made me 
as Yafraid, and made me cry to God the more, - 
of Y'that it might not be ſo. with me. 

n.# $8. And now I was ſorry that God had 
by Y made me a man, for | feared I was a Repro- 
GE bite: 1 counted Man, as unconverted, the 
x, } molt doleful of all the Creatures. T hus be- 
en $ing aſflict2d and toſſed about my ſad condt- 
he © tion, | count:d my ſelf alone, and abovye the 
it} moſt of men, uableſled. 

it $9. Yea I thonght it impoſſible that everl 
14 fhov1d attain to ſo much goodneſs of heart, as 
by $f2 thank God that he had made me a man. 
ire | Man, indeed, is the moſt noble, by creation, 
- © of all creatures in the viſible World ; but by 
ty fin; he had made himſelf the molt ignoble. 
7. The beaſts, birds, fiſhes, &c. I blefed their 
1re | condition; for they had not a finful nature, 
od they were not obnoxious to the wrath of God, 
ich} hey were not to go to Hell-fire after death; 
{1 could therefore have rejoiced, had my con- 
er; dition been as any of theirs. 

20. In this condition I went a great while 3 
but when comforting time was come, I heard 
\F one preach a Sermon vpon theſe words in the 
ff Song, (Song 4. 1. ) Bebold, thin art fair, my 
the Love 5, behold, thou art fair : Butat that time 
mie made theſe two words, My Love, his chief 

$2nd ſubjeft-matrer ; from which, after he had 
il 2 little opened the Text, he obſeryed theſe 

; C 3 ſeveral 
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ſeveral Concluſions :' 1. That the Church, ' ani 
oo every ſaved Soul, ts Chriſt”s Love, when love. 
leſs. 2. Chrift®s Love without a carſe. 3. Chriſt 
Love, when hated of the World. 4. Chriſt 
Love, when wider temptation, and unaer deſeys 
$100. 5, Chriſt's Love, from firſl to lift. 

97. But I got nothing by what he ſaid at 
Preſent ; only when he came to the Applics 
tion of the fourth Particular, this was thr 
word he ſaid ; If it be ſo, that the ſaved Soul 
Chriſt's Love, when under temptation and a+ 
ſertion ;, then, pcor tempted Soul,, when thou at 
aſſaulted axd afftitted with temptations, and ti 
hidings. of God's Face, yet think, on theſe ty 
words, MY LOVE, Fill. 

92. So as I was going home, theſe word 
came again.into.my thoughts 3 and'I welt it 
member, as they came in, I ſaid thus in ny 
heart, What ſhall 1 get by thinking on theſe tl 
words? This thought hadno ſooner paſlet 
-through my heart, butthele words began thu 
to kindle in my ſpirit, Thou art my Love, ths 
aft my Dove, twenty tinies together ; and-ſtil 

as they ran thus in my mind, they waxel 
Rrddgtr and warmer, and began to make me 
look up ; but being as yet between hope an 
Fear, lſtill reptied tn my heart, But 4s ze 120 
" But 45 tt tre? At which, that ſentence fell 
upon me, He. wiſt nor that It was'true, whit 
As done wnto bim »f the Angel, AC. 12. 9. 

=o 
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ani} 93. Then I began to five place tothe 
vel Word, which, with power, did over and over 
make this joyful ſound within my Soul, Thote 
art my Love, thou art-my I5ve ;, 'and nothin? 
ſhall ſeparate thee from my Live - And with that, 
Rom. 8. 39 came into my mind, Now was 
| af my heart filled full of comfort-and hope, and 
ica | now 1 could believe that my fi-s ſhould be 
th forgiven me yea, '1I was now ſo taken with 
oof the love and merey of God! that,l remember, 
4} 1 could not tell how to'contamn rill1got home: 
af | thought I could have ſpoken of his Love,and 
;1y have told of his mercy tome, eveti to the ve- 
ty 15 Crows that late npon the plowed lands be- 
;& fore me,had they been capable to Have under- 
74 ſtood me ; Whereforel ſaid in my ſoul, with 
7 much gladneſs, Well, I world I had a Pen and 
my Ink bere, I would torite this doin before I go any 
ll further 5 for ſurely, I will not - forget this - forty 
nf years bence + Bur, alas ! within leſs than forty . 
hf days, 1 began to queſtion all agaiit 3 and b 
ha times, - fell 'ro my old courſes again ;' whic 
til made me beginro queſtion all till. 
rel 04. Yet ſtilFat times, 1 was helped to be= 
lieve,that itwasatrue manifeſtation of Grace 
unto my Soul, though I had loſt much of the 
2} life and ſayour of it. Now, about a week of 
15 fortnight after this, I was much followed: by 
this Scripture 3 Simon, Simon, behold; Satax 
bath deſired to have you, Luk.22.31, and ſome= 
p C 4 times 
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zimes it would ſound ſo loud within me, yea] 
and, as it were, call ſo ſtrongly after me, that} 
once, above all the reſt, I ru:ned my head 
over my ſhoulder, thinking verily that ſome 
man had, behind me, called me; being at a 
great Ciſtance, me-thoughr, he called ſo loud : 
It came,as I have thought ſince;to have ſtirred 
me uptoprayer, and to watchfulneſs : It came 
$0 acquaint me, that a cloud and ſtorm was 
coming down upon mezbut [underſtood it not, 
98: Alfo, asI remember, chat time that it 
called to me ſo loud, was the /af? time that it 
ſounged in mine ears; but me-thinks I hear” 
Kill with what a loud voice theſe words, Simon, 
Simon, founded in my cars : I thought verily, 
as I haye told you, that ſome body had called 
after me, that was half a mile behind me $ And 
although that was not my name, yet it made 
.me ſuddajaly look behind me; believing that 
| he that called ſo loud, meant me. 
96. But fo fooliſh was I, and ignorant, thatf 

1 knew not the reaſon of this ſound (which,asl 
Idid both ſee and feel Toon after, was ſent 
from Heayen, as an Alarm, to awaken me to 
provide for what was coming;) only I ſhould 
muſe, and wonder in my mind, to think what 
ſhould be the reaſon that this Scripture, and 
that at this rate, ſo often, and ſq load, ſhould 
ſtil he ſounding and ratling in mineears; Burt, 
as | faid before; I ſoon after perceived the end} 
vt God therein, | 07. For” 
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- 97. For about the ſpace of a month after» 
"at a very great ſtorm came down upon me;which 
ad handled me twenty times worſe than all I had 
me met with before : it came ſtealing upon me, 
tf now by one piece, then by another ; firſt, all 
4 'Þ my comfort was-taken from me,then darkneſs 
edF fiezed upon me 3 after which, whole floods 
ney of blaſphemies, both againſt God, Chriſt and 
JF the Scriptures, was poured upon my {pirit, co 
OL my great confuſion and aſtuniihment. T heſe 
"it blaſphemous thouzhts were jucl: as ſtirred up 
; UY queſtions in me againſt the ver B*:zg of God, 
and of his only beloved Sor &5, whether 
there were in truth, a God, or Chriſt * Ang 
whether the holy Scriptures were not rather 
a fable,.and cunning {tory, than the holy and 
pure Word of God ? 

98. The Tempter alſo would much aflanlt 
me with this: How can,you tell but that the 
Turks had as good Scriptures to prove their Ma- 
a homet the Saviour, 45 we have to prove our Je- 
Sl ſus is ? 41d could I think that ſo many ten thou- 
Wh ſands, in fo many Contries erd Kingdoms, ſhouls 
ON be without the knowledge of the right way to-Hea- 
d ven(if there were indeed an Heaven; )and that we 
al oy, who live ina corner of the Earth, ſhould alone 
q be bleſſed therewith 9 Evgry one do:b think his own 
d R: Ligion rigbteſt 5, beth lews, and Moors, and 
l Pagans ;, and how if all our Faith, and Chriſt, 
end Scriptures ſhould be but @ T hink ſo too 7 

| C5 99. J0ME 
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99. Sometimes I have endeavoured to ar- 
gue againſt theſe ſuggeſtions, aiid to ſer ſome 
of the Sentences of bl-ſſed Paul againſt them'; 
but, alas! T quickly' felt; when-1 thus did, 
ſuch arguings as theſe would returs again 


upon me ; Though we made ſo great a mattey of 


Paul, and of bis words, yet how tould I tell but 
that, in very deed, be being a ſubtile and cn 
ning man, might give himſelf up to decerve with 
ftrong deluſions ; and alſo take the pains and tra- 
vel, to nndo and deſtroy bis Fellows. 

100. Thele ſuggeſtions (with many other, 
which at this time I may not, nor dare not ut- 
ter, neither by word or pen) did make ſuch 
a ſiezure upon my ſpirit, and' did ſo oyer- 
weigh my heart, both with their number, 
continuance, and fiery force, that I felt as 1f 
there were nothingelſe'bnt thele from mor- 
ning tonight within me,and as though indeed 
there could be room for nothing elle ; and 
alſo concluded, that God had, vin very wrath 
to my Soul, given me uptothem, to be carricd 
away with them,as with a mighty whirl-wind, 

103. Only by the diſtaſte that they gave 
unto my ſpirit, I felt there was ſomething in me 
that refuſed to embrace them. But this conſide- 
ration I then only had, when God gave me 
leave to ſwallow my ſpittle 3-otherwiſe, the 
noiſe, and ſtrength, and force of theſe tem- 
ptativns would drown and over-flow, and, as 
It 
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it were, bury allſuch thoughts, or the remem+ 
brance of any!{uch thing. While I was in this 
temptation, I ſhould find often my mind ſud- 
dainly put upon It, to.curie and ſwear; or to 
ſpeak ſome grievous thing of God, or Chriſt 
his Son, and of the Scriptures. 

102, Now | thought, ſuzcly I am poſſeſſed of 
the Devil : At other times again, I thought l 
ſhould be bereft of my wits; fer inſtead of 
lauding and magnifying of God the Lord with 
Others, if I have but heard him ſpoken of, 
preſently ſame ' moſt. horrible - blaſphemous- 
thought or other would bolt out:of my heart 
| againſt him: So that whether 1 di@think that 
God was, or azai. did think. there weteino 
ſuch thing no love, nor peace, nor — dons 
ciſpoſition could | feel within me. 

1092. Theſe things did ſink me into very 
decp deipair z* for I concluded, 'that ſack 
things could- not poilibly be found amoazſt 
them that loved-God. I often, when thelt 
temptations have been with force upon me, 
did compare my lelf rothecale of ſuch a child; 
whom tome Gyphe hath by force. took n7 in 
her arms, and Is (carrying: tom: friend and 
Country : . Kick | ſoinetiines I did; and :alis 
ſariek and cry ; bit yet was as bound'in the 
wings of the temptation, and the wind would! 
carry me away. I theught allo of Sal, ahd 
of the evil Spirit. that did polleis him:; . and 
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did greatly fear, that my condition was the 
{ame with that of his, 2 Sam. 16. 14. 

104. In theſe days, when I have heard 0- 
thers talk of what was the ſin againſt the Ho- 
Iy Ghoſt, then would the Temprer ſo provoke 
me to deſire to ſin that fin, that F was as if [ 
could not, muſt not, neither (hould be quiet 
until I had committed it ; now no ſin would 
ferve but that : if it were to be committed 
by ſpeaking of ſuch-a word, then | have been 
as.if my mouth would have ſpoken that word, 
whether I would or no. And in ſo ſtrong a 
meafure was this temptation upon me, that 
often | have bcen xcady to clap my hand un- 
der my chin, to hold my mouth from open- 
10g; andtothat end alto I have had thoughts 
at other times, to leap with my head down- 
ward, into ſome Muck-hill- hole or other, to 
keep my mouth from ſpeaking. 

i105. Now again & beheld the condition of | 
the Dog and Toad, and counted the eſtate of 
every thing that God had made, far better 
than this dreadful ſtate of mine, and ſuch as 
my Companions was : Yea, gladly would I 
have been in the condition of Dog or Horſe, 
for I knew they had ro Sout to. periſh under 
the everlaſting weight of Hel], or ſin, as mine 
was like todo. Nay, and though I ſaw this, 
felt this, and was-broken to pieces with it ; 


yet that which added to my lorrow, was, that 
| I could 


re 
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4 could not find, that with all my Soul I did 
deſire deliverance. That Scripture alſo did 
tear and rend my Soul, in the midlt of theſe 
diſtraftions,The wicked are hke the troubled ſea, 
which cannot reſt , whoſe water c.iſt up mire and 
dirt : There 1s no peace to the wicked, ſaith my 
God, Ia. 57. 20, 21. 

106. And naw my heart was, at times, ex- 
cceding hard if I would have given a thou. 
ſand pound for a tear, 1could not ſhed one ; 
no, nor ſometimes ſcarce delire to ſhed one. 
I was much dejected, to think that this would 
be my lot. 1 ſaw, ſome could mourn and la- 
ment their ſin; and others, again, could re- 
joice, and bleſs God for Chriſt ; and others, 
again, could quietly talk of, and with gladnes 
remember the Word of God ; while I only was 
in the ſtorm, or tempelt. This much ſunk me, 
I thought my condition was alone, I thould 


' therefore much bewail my hard hap; but get 


ont of, or get rid of thele things, I could nor. 
107. While this temptation laſted, which 
was about a year, I conld attend upon none 
of the Ordinances of God, but with fore and 
great affliction ; yea, then was I moſt diſtreC +» 
ſed with blaſphemics.: If I have been hearing 
the Word, then uncicanneſs, blafphemies and 
deſpiir would hold me a Captive there ; if 1 
have been reading, then ſometimes 1 had ſud= 
dain thoughts to queſtion all I read; ſome- 
| times 
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did greatly fear, that my condition was the 
{ame with that of his, 2 Sam. 16. 14. 

104. In theſe days, when | have heard 0- 
thers talk of what was the fin againſt the Ho- 
Iy Ghoſt, then would the Temprer ſo proyoke 
me to deſire to ſin that fin, that F was as if [ 
could not, muſt not, neither ſhould be quiet 
until I had committed it ; now no ſin would 
ferve but that : if it were to be committed 
by ſpeaking of ſuch-a word, then 1 have been 
as.if my mouth would have ſpoken that word, 
whether I woutd or no. And in fo ſtrong a 
meafure was this temptation upon me, that 
often | have bcen ready to cl2p my hand un- 
der my chin, to hold my mouth from open- 
ing; andtothat end alio I have had thoughts 
at other times, to leap with my head dowr- 
ward, into fome Muck-hull-hole or other, to 
keep my mouth from ſpeaking. 

105. Now again t& beheld the condition of | 
the Dog and Toad, and counted the eſtate of 
every thing that God had made, far better 
than this dreadful ſtate of mine, and ſuch as 
my Companions was : Yea, gladly would I 
have been in the condition of Dog or Horle, 
for I knew they had ro Sout to. periſh under 
the everlaſting, weight of Hell, or ſin, as mine 
was like todo. Nay, and though I ſaw this, 
felt this, and was broken to pieces with it ; 


yet taat which added to my ſorrow, was, that 
| | could 
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4 could not find, that with all my Soul I did 


deſire deliverance. That Scripture alſo did 
tear and rend my Soul, in the midlt of theſe 
diſtraftions,The wicked are like the troubled ſea, 
which cannot reſt ;, whoſe waters c.iſt up mire and 
dirt : There is no peace to the wicked, ſaith my 
God, Ia. 57. 20, 21. 

106. And naw my heart was, at times, ex- 
cceding hard ; if I would have given a thou. 
ſand pound for a tear, 1could not ſhed one ; 
no, nor ſometimes ſcarce delire to ſhed one. 
I was much dejected, to think that this would 
be my lot. I ſaw, ſome could mourn and la- 
ment their ſin; ard others, again, could re- 
joice, and bleſs God for Chriſt ; and others, 
again, could quietly talk of, and with gladnefs 
remember the Word of God ; while I only was 
in the ſtorm, or tempelt. This much ſunk me, 
I thought my condition was alone, I ihould 


' therefore much bewail my hard hap; bur get 


ont of, or get r1d of thele things, I could nor. 

107. While this temptation laſted, which 
was about a year, I could attend upon none 
of the Ordinances of God, but with fore and 
great affliction ; yea, then was I moſt diltreC » 
ſed with blaſpbemiecs: If I have been hearing 
the Word, then uncicannels, blafphemies and 
deſpiir would hold me a Captive there; if 1 
have been reading, then ſometimes 1 had ſud» 
dain thoughts to queſtion all I read; ſome- 
times 
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times again, my: mind 'wauld be fo ſtrange- 


ly ſnatched away, -ahd poſleſfed with other 
things,” that I have neith:r known, nor re- 
.garded;. nor-remenibred fo much as the Sen- 
tence thar but now | have read. 

18. In prayer:allo 1 have been greatly 
troubled at this time ; ſcmetimes I have 
-thought I have felt him, behind me, pult my 
cloattis : He would be alfo continually at me 
in time of prayer, to haye done ; break oft, 
make haſte, you have prayed enough, and 
ſtay no longer 3 ſtill drawing my mind away. 
-Sometimes alſo he would calt in ſuch wicked 
thous hts as theſe; that I muft pray. to him, 
or for him: I have thought ſometimesof that, 
Fall dow», or If thou wilt fall down and worſhip 
axe, Nat. 9. 9. 

109. Allo when becauſe I have .had wan- 
dering thoughts in the time of this.duty,: I 
have laboured to-compole my mind, and fix 
1t upon God ; then with great force hath the 
Tempter laboured to- diſtract. me, and. con- 
found me, and to turn away my mind, by 
preſenting to my heart and fancy. the form 
of a-Buſh, a Bu'!, a beſom, or the | ke, as if 1 
ſhovId pray to rhole: To theſe alſo he wauld 
Cat ſome times clpecially ) ſo hold my.mind, 
that I was as if | could think of nothing «ſe, 
or pray to nothing elſe but to theſe, or ſuch 
-AS They... 
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t10. Yet at times Iſhould have ſome ftrong 
aad heart-affefting apprehenfions of God; and 
the reality of the truth of his Goſpel :-Bur, 
Oh !- how would my heart, atfuchtimes, put 
forth it ſelf with 'unexpreſſible groanings!! 
My whole Soul was then in every word ;-1 
ſhould cry With. pangs' after -God, that he 
wovld'be merciful vato me: But then (houlU 
be daunted'again with fuch conceits as theſe; 
I ſhould think that God did- mock- at theſe 
my prayers ;' ſaying, and that in the audience 
of the holy-Angels, Thz poor ſtmple wretch' doth 
hanker after me, as if 1 had nothing' to do with 
my mercy, but to beftow 1t on ſuch as he. Alad, 
'poor Son! ! Howy art thou deceived ! It is not for 
ſuch asthee, to have' favour with the Higheſt. 

111.' Then hath the Temprer come upon 
me alfo with ſuch difcouragements as theſe : 
You are very hot for mercy, bu: I will cool you; 
this frame (Walt not Liſt always : Many have beei 
as hot as you, for a ſpurt ;, but 1 have quenched 
their Zeal. ( And with this, ſuch and ſuch, 
who were fallen off, would be ſ:t before mine 
eyes: ) Thenl ſhould be afraid thar I ſhould 
do ſo too. Put, thought T, I am glad this 
"comes into my mind + Well, 1 will watch, 
and take whar heed 1 can., Though you do, 
ſaid Satan, I ſhall be too hard for you; I will 
cool youmnſenſibly, by degrees, bylittle and little. 
What gave. 1, ſaith he, though # be ſeven years in = 
hd > chilling 
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billing your heart if I can do it at laſt.? Continna! 
rocking will lull a erying child aſleep : 1 wil ply it 
cloſe, but I will have my end accompliſhed. Though 
you be burning hot at preſent, yet if 1 can pull you 
from this fire, I ſhall have you cold before u be 
long. | 
_ 2. Theſe things brought me into great 
ſtrairs 3 for as | at preſent could not find my 
felf fit for preſent death, ſo Fthought, to live 
Jong, would make me yet more unfit; for time 
would wake me forget all, and wear even the 
remembrauce of-the evil of fin, the worth of 
Heaven, and the'need I had of the blood of 
Chriſt to waſh me, both out of mind and 
thought :But, I thank Cbrilt ): ſus,theſe things 
did not at preſent make me ſlack my crying, 
but rather did put me more upon it ( hke her 
who. met wi:h the Adwlterer, Deut. 22. 26.) il 
which days, that was a good word to me, af 
"ter I had ſuffered thefe things a while ;, 1 am 
perſwaded, that neither heighth, nor depth, nay 
death, nor life, &C. ſhall ſeparate 18 from the 
love of God which is in Chriſt Feſw, Rom, 8. 38. 
And naw | hoped, leng life ſhould not de- 
roy me, nor make me miſs.of Heaven, 

113. Yet | had ſome ſupports in this tem? 
Þtation, though they were then all queſtioned 
by me. That in Fer. 3. at the firſt, was ſome- 
thing to me and ſo was the conlideration.of 
ver. 5. of that, Chapter z, that though we have 

ſpoken, 
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ſpoken and done asevil things as we could, yer 
we ſhould cry uato God, My Father,thon art the 
Guide of my Youth ;, and ſhould return unto him. 

114. I hadalſo once a ſweet glance from 
that in 2 Cor. 5.12. For he bath made him to © 
be ſin for us, who knew no ſin, that we might be 
made the righteouſneſs of God in him, I temem- 
ber that one day, as I was ſitting in a Neigh- 
bour's houſe, and there very ſad.at the conſk 
deration of my many blaſphemies ; and as 1 
was ſaying in my mind, What gromd have 1 
to think, that I,, who have been ſo vile and abs- 
minable, ſhould ever inherit eternal life ? That 
word came ſuddainly upon me, What ſhall we 


ſay to theſe things ? If God be for us, who canbe 


againſt wu? Rom. 8.31. That alſo wasan help 
unto me, Becauſe 1 live, you ſhall kve alſo, Joh. 
14.19. But theſe words were but hints, 
touches, and ſhort viſits, though very ſweet 
when preſent ; ouly they laſted not 3 but, hke 
toPeter's ſheet, of a ſuddain were caught up from 
me, to Heaven agar, Act. 10.16. 

115- But afterwards the Lord did more 
fully and graciouſly diſcover himſelf unto me, 
and indeed, did quite, not only deliver,me 
from the guilt that, by theſe things, was latd 
upon my Conſcience, but alſo from the very 
filch thereof; for the temptation was remo= 
ved, and I was put into my right mind again, 
as other Chriſtians were. 
I 16, 
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116. I remember that one day, as I was 

travelling into the Country, and muſing on 
the wickednels and blaſphemy. of my hearr, 
and confidering of the.enmity that was in me 
to-God, that Scripture came in my mind, - ie 
hath made peace by the blood of his croſs, Col. r. 
20.” By which I was made to ſee, both again 
and again, that day, that God and my Soul 
were triends by this Blood ; yea, I ſaw that 
the Juſtice of God, and my ſinful Soul, could 
embrace. ana kiſs.cach: other through: this 
Blood. This was a good day to me; [ hope 
1:ſhall not forget: it. | 

117. At another time, as I was ſet by the 
fire, in my honſe, and mufing on my wretched- 
neſs, the Lord made thatalloa precious word 
unto ine ; :Foraſmnch then \as' the children - are 
partakers of fleſh and blood; he alfo himſelf like- 
wiſe took part of the fame, that through death, 
he might aefroy him that had the power of death; 
that is; the Devil; and deliver thoſe who, through 
the fear of death, were all their hfe ſubje& to bon- 
ape, Heb. 2.14, 15. thought that the glo- 
Ty of thoſe words was then ſo weighty on me, 
that Iwas both once and twice ready to [ſwoon 
aS1 fate; yet not with grief and trouble, but 
with ſolid joy and peace. 

118. Atthis'time alſo I ſate under the Mi- 
niſtery of holy Mr.G:#ford, whoſe Doctrine,by 
God's Grace, was much for my ſtability. This 

man 
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man made it-mnch his buſineſs to deliver the 
people of God fromall thoſe falſe and unſound 
teſts,that by natnre we are proneto. He would 
bid us take ſpecial heed, that we took not up 
any truth/upon truſt ; as fronrthis, or that, or 
any other man or men; but to cry mightily to 
God, that he would convince us of the reali- 
ty thereof, and ſet us down therein by his 
own Spirit, in the holy Word : For, faid he, 


if you do otherwiſe, when temptations come, if 


ſtrongly, you 'not having received them with evi- 
dence from Heaven, will find, you want that help 
and'ftrength, now to reſiſt, that once you thought 
. you bad, 
119. This was as ſeaſonable to my Soul, as 
the former and katteFRain in their ſeaſon; for 
{ had found, and that-by ſad experience, / fe 
truth of theſe his words ; ( for I had felt, #0 
man can ſuy, eſpecially when tempted of the 
Devil, that Jeſus Ch iſt is Lord, but by the Holy 


Ghoſt.) Wherefore 1-found my Soul, through . 


(Grace, very apt'to drinkin this Doctrine, and 
to incline to pray to God; that in nothing'that 
pertained to God's Glory,and my owneternal 
happineſs, he'would ſuffer me to be without 
the confirmation thereof from Heaven';: for 
-now Haw cleatly, there wasan exceeding diF- 
ference betwixt the notion of fleth aid blood, 
and the Revelations of God in-Heaven ; alſo 
a great, dilterence between that Faith that-is 


teigned, | 


| 
| 
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feigned; and according to Man's wiſdom, and 
of that which comes by a man's being born 
thereto of God, Mar. 16.15. 17Fob.5.1. 


120, But, Oh! now, how was my Soul led 


from truth ro truth by God ! Even from the 


Birth and Cradle of the Son of God, to his 
Aſcention, and ſecond coming from Heaven, 
to jadge the World ! 

121. Truly, I then found, upon this ac- 
count, the great God was yery good unto 


me; for, to my remembrance, there was not 
any thing that then I cried to God, to make 


known, and reveal unto me, but he was plea- 


ſed to do it for me : I mean, not one part of. 
-the Goſpel of the Lord Jeins, but I was or- 


derlyled into it ; Me-thoughe 1 ſaw with great 
evidence, from the relation of the four Evan- 


 gelifts, the wonderful work of God, in giving 
: Feſus Chriſt to ſaye vs, from his conception 


and Birth, even to his ſecond coming to Judg- 


ment : Me-thought I was as if I had ſen him 


born, as if I had feen him grow up, as if I 


| had ſeen him-walk throgzh this World, from 


the Cradle, to the Crols ;. to which alſo, 
when he came, I ſaw how gently he gave him- 


ſelf tobe hanged, and nailed on it, for my 

ſins, and wicked doiggs. Alſo as I was my- 
Aing on this his progreſs, that dropped on my 
, ſpirit, He was ordained for the ſlaughter, 1 Pet. 


I. 12, 20, 
122, When 


» = . 
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122. When I have conſidered alſo the truth 
of his RefurreCtion, and bave remembred that 
word, Touch me not, Mary, &c. I have ſeen, 
as if he had leaped out of the Grave's mouth, 
for joy that he was riſen again, and had got 
the conqueſt over our dreadful foes, oh. 20. 
17. I have alſo, in the Spirit, ſeen him a 
Man on the Right. Hand of God the Father, 
for me ; and have ſeen the manner of his 
coming from Heaven, to judge the World 
with Glory, and have been confirmed in theſe 
things by theſe Scriptures following, A. r. 
9, 10. & 7.56. & 10. 42. Heb. 7, 24. & 8. 
38. Rev. 1.18. 17Theſe 4.17, 18. 

123. Once | was tronbled to know whether 
the Lord Jeſus was Man as well as God, and 
God as well as Man 3 and truly, in thoſe days, 
let men ſay what they would, ualeſs I had it 
with evidence from Heaven, all was nothing 
to me, 1 counted not my (elf ſet down in any 
truth of God. Well, I was much troubled a- 
bout this Point, and could not tell how to be 
reſolved ; at laſt, that in Rev. 5. came into 
my mind : Ard I bebeld, and lo, in the midſt 
of the throne, and of the four beaſts, and in the 


. mid(# of the elders, (tood a Lamb. In the midſt 


of the Throne, thought I, there is his God- 
head ; 4n the midſt of the Elders, there is his 
Manhood : But Oh! me thought this did gli- 
{tr ! I; vas a goodly touch,and gaye me ſweet 


7 
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ſatisfaction, ; That-other Scripture alſo did 
help me: much inthis, To 22 4 Child 15 horn, to 1s) 
a Sen is given, and the Goverament ſhallbe upow 
his ſhoulder, and his Name ſhall be called Won. 
derful Counſelor, the mighty Gea, the — 
ing Father, the Pringe of Peace \ &: Ha. g 

1.24. Alſo. beſides theſe teachings of, od, 
in his Word, the Lord made uſe of two. things 
to confirm me in-this trath 3 the ore-was, the 
Errors of the Quakers ; and the other was, 
the Guilt of Sin; for as the Quakers did op» 
poſe this Truth, {ood did the more confirm 
me in it, by leading me into. the Scriptures 
that did w onderfully maintain it. - _; . 

-- 125. The Errors that this people then 
maintained were, 

"Tags 7 hat the holy Scriptures were not the 
Word of God. 

2. That cyery map in the World. had the 
Spirit of Chriſt, Grace, Faith, &c. 

3. That Chriſt Jeſus, as crucified, and dy- 
Ing ſixteen hundred years ago, did not ſatisfie 
Divine Juſtice for the ſims of his people. 

4. That Chriſt's Fleſh and Blood was with- 
in the Saints. 


s.. That the Bodies of the Good and Bad | 


that are buricd 1 the. Chuccn-yard, hall not 
arile again. 
6. That the ReſuireCtion is pail with good 
men already. 
7 That 
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. 5. That, that Man Jeſus, that was crucified 
berween two thieves, on Mount Calvary,/'in 
the Land of :Canaan, by: Feruſalem, - was not: 
alcended up above the ſtarry Heavens. | 

8. That he ſhould not, even the ſame Te- 
ſus that died by the hand:of the Fews, come 
again at the alt day 3 and, as Man, judge all 
N2ctons, Cc, 

* 126. Many more vile and abominable things' 
were in thoſe days fomented by them, by which 
I was driven to a more narrow ſearch of the 
Scripture, and. was,” through their light and 
teſtimony, not only enlightned, but greatly: 
confirmed and comforted in thettruth z and, 
a5 L ſaid, the guiltof fin did help/ime mvcb ; for 
ſtill as that would come upon-mie,the Blood of 
Chriſt did take it oft again, and again, and 
azain z and that too ſweetly, according to the 
Scriptures. O ſriezds ! cry to God to reveal Feſus 
Chriſt unto you , there 15 none teacherh likes him. 

127. It would be too long here to ſtay, to 
tell you in particular how God did ſet me 
down 1n all the things of Chriſt, and how he 
did, that he might ſo do, lead me into his 
words ; yea, and allo how he did open them 
unto me, and make them (hine before me, and 
cauſe them. Lo dwell with me, talk with me, 
and comiort me over and over, hoth of his 
own Being, and the Being of his Son, and 
Spirit, ard Word, and Goſpel. 

128, Only 
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128. Only this, as I aid before, Iwill ay 


unto you agaln, that in general, he was plea» 


Kd to take this courſe with me : ficſt to ſuf- 
fer me to be afflicted with temptation con- 
cerning them, and then" reveal them to 
me: As ſometimes I thould lie under great 


guilt for ſin, even cruſhed to the ground F,.. 


therewith; and then the Lord would ſhew 
me the death of Chritt ; yea, and ſo ſprinkle 


my Conſcience with his 3lood, that I ſhould 


find, and that before I was aware, that in that 
Conſcience, where but juſt now did reign and 


rage the Law, even there would reſt and abide K.- 


the peace and love of God, through Chriſt. 
129. Now I had anevidence, as | thought, 
of my Salvation from Heaven, with many 
golden Seals thereon, all hanging in my ſight; 
Now could I remember this manifeſtation, 
and the other diſcovery of Grace, with com- 
fort; and ſhould often long and deſire that 
the laſt day were come, that I might be for 
ever inflamed with the ſight, and joy, and 
communion of him, whoſe head was crowned 


with thorns, whoſe Face was ſpit on, and Bo- 


dy broken, and Soul made an Offering for my 
figs: For whereas before I lay continually 
trembling at the mouth of Hell, now me- 
thought I was got ſo far there-from, that I 
could not, when I looked back, ſcarce diſcern 
It; And, Oh! thought I, that I were tour- 
icore 
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Kore years old now, that I might die quick- 
y, that my Soul might be gone fo reſt. 
ÞK 120. But before I had got thns far out of 
hefe my temptations, I did greatly long to 
ce ſome ancient godly man's experience, who 
{ad wrir ſme hundreds of years before 1 was 
Porn; for, for thoſe who bad writ in our 
ay, ltboughr{butl delire them now ro par- 
on 22e? that they bad writs only that which 
thers fe{t 3 or elſe had, through the ſtrength 
f thir Wits and Parts, ſtudied to anſwer ſuch 
Pbje@&ions, as they Perceived others were 
plexed with, without going down them- 
yes into the deep. Well, after many ſuch 
'Wngings in my mind, the God, in whoſe hand 
rea!] our days and ways, did calt iots my 
and (one day) x Book of 1artin Luther; it 
| Fas his Comment on the alan: ;, it att 
" $5 ſo old, that ir was ready to fall piece from 
iece if 1 did bot urn it over. Now I was 
leaſed awnch, tharfuct an old Book had fal- 
n into my hand ;, the which, when | had but 
little way peruſed, I found my condition, 
his experience, ſo larg:ly and profaundly 
andled, as if his Buok had been wriitt-n our 
f my heart. This made me marvel >for thus 
onght TT, This man coild nt kruow any thing of 
t [t zte of Ch 1/ttns rot, vant muſt needs write 
pd ſpeak, the experience of f rmer days. 
31. Bchdes, he doth moſt gravely zl'o, 
D In 
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4n that Book debate of the riſe of theſe tem- 
ptations; namely, Blaſphemy, Deſparation, 
and the like;ſhewing that the Law of Moſes, as 
well as the Devil, Death and Hell, hath a vec- 
ry great hand therein : .The which, at firſt, EF: 
was very ſtrange to me ; hut conſidering and Þ 
watching, I iound it fo indeed. But of Par- 
ticulars here, | intend nothing ; only this me- 
thinks | muſt let fall before all men, I do pre- 
fer this Book of arrn Luther upon the Ga 
latians (excepting the holy Bible ) before all 
the Books that ever [ have ſcen, as moſt fi 
for a wcunded Conſcicnce. 
132, And now [| found, as I thought, that 
I loved Chriſt dearly : Oh ! me-rhought my 
Soul cleaved unto him, my aficctions cleaved 
unto him: I felt love to him as hot as fice 
and now, as Fob ſaid, I thought 1 ſhould diff 
in my neſt; but I did quickly find, that my 
great love was but little 5 and that I, whe 
had, as I thoughr, ſuch burninz love to Jeſu 
Chriſt, could let him go again for a very trifle 
God-can tell how to abaſe us, and can hid 
pride from Man. Quickiy after this, my loy 
was tried to purpoſe. 

133. For after the Lord had in this man 
ner, thus graciouſly delivered me from thi 
great and fore temptation, and had ſet r 
down ſo {rreetly in the Faith of his holy Go 
{pel, and had given me ſuch ſtrong confol 
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ng my interef in his love through Cheilt 3 
he tempter came upon me again, and that 
ith a more grievous and dreadful tempta- 
jon than before. 


oft bleſſed Chriſt, to exchange him for the things 
this life, for any thing. T he temptation lay 
pon m2 for the ſpace of a year, and did fol- 
ow me ſo continually, that 1 was not rid of 
t one day in a month; no, not ſometimes 
me hour in-many days together, unlels when 
was alleep. ; 
vl 135- And though in my judgment 1 was 
bp verlwaded, that thoſe who were once effetu- 
ly in Chriſt (as 1 hoped, through iis Grace, 
had ſeen my ſelf ) could never loſe him for 
vers (For the 14nd ſhall not be ſold for ever, for 
he land 15-mine, faith God, Lev. 25.23.) yet it 
42S a continnal vexation to me, to think that 
ſhould have ſo much as one ſuch thought 
Within me againſt a Chriſt, a Jeſus, thathad 
tone for me-as he had done ; and yer then I 
ad almoſt none/others,' but iuch blaſphe- 
ous ones. 

136, But texas neither my di{-like of the 
tought, nor yet any defire and encieavour to 
Mt it, thar'in the leaſt did ſhake or avace 
ecominuxion, or force and ftreagth rhere- 
d:; for it Gid always, in almoſt whrrever | 
| D 2 taoughr, 
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ion,and bleNedevidence from Heaven, touch” 


* 134., And that was, to ſell and part with this. 


a 
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thought, inter-misx ir ſelf therewith, in ſuck 
ſort, that I could neither eat my food, troop 
for apin, chop a ſtick, or caſt mine eye tc 
look on this or that, but ſtill the temptation 
would come, Sel Chriſt for thus, or ſell Cary | 
for that 5, ſell him, ſell hins. - 

137. Sometimes it -would run 'in m) 
thoughts, not ſo little as an hundred rimaf 
together 3 Sell him, fell him; ſell kim : again} 
which, I may ſay, for whole hours together 
[ have been forced to ſtand as continually le: 
ning and forcing my ſpiritagainſt it, leſt ha 
ly, before | weze aware, ſome wicked thought 
might ariſe in my heart, that might conlen 
thereto ; and ſometimes alſo the Tempte 
would make me believe I had conſented to i 
but then ſhould I be as tortured vpon a Rac) 
for whole days together. 

733. This temptation did put me to ſucufy.. 
ſcares, leſt I ſhould at ſome times;l ſay,confent 
thereto, and be overcome therewith, that by 
the very force of my mind, in labouring td 
gain-ſay and reſiſt this wickedneſs, my very bc 
dy would be put into aCtion,or mation,by way 
of puſhing or thruſting with my hands or el 
bows ; ſtill anſwering, as falt as thedeftroyet 
ſaid, ſel him ; I will not, I will not, I will nor, 
] will not ; wo, not for thouſands, thouſas:ds, tho 
ſands of Worlds : Thus reckgning, left I ſhould * 
in the midſt of thele allaults, fer tov low 
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ralue of him, even until I ſcarce well knew 
here | was, or now to be compoſed again. 
139, At theſe ſeaſons he would not.let me 
at my food at quict z but, farſooth,. when I 
vas ſet at the table,atmy meat,l muſt go hence 
0 pray ; I muſt leave my food now, juſt now ; 
0 counterfeit holy alſo would this Devil be. 
Vhen I was thus tcmptcd, | i1:ould Gy in my 


, ſelf, Aow I am at meat, et 132 maks an e171. 


No, faid he, you muſt ap it vory, or yau will & j- 
leaſe Ged, 2:4 d?Þpiſe Chrift. Whetefore I was 


Wnuch af ited with theſe things 3 and becauſe * 


Wof the ſinfulncts of my nature (imagining that 


theſe clings were impulſes from God )I ſhould 
deny todo it, as if I deuied God; and then 

ould I be as gnilty becauſe 1 did not obey a 
emptation of the Devil, as it I had broken 


Wthe Law of God indeed. 


140. But to be brief,, one morning as I did 


10-1 in my bed, I was, as at other times, mo{t 
wlftercely aſſaulred with this temptation, ro ſel, 
fd part with Coriſt ; the wick 


ed ſuggeſtion 
ſtill cuoning in my mind, Sell him, {ell bim, ſell 


Mhim, fell him, ſell him, as fait as a man could 


ſpeak : Againſt which abſo, in my mind, asat 
other times, f anſwered, No, no, not for thor 
ads thouſends,thouſands, at lealt twenty times 
together :_ But at laſt, aſter much ſtriving, e- 
ven until I was almoſt out of breath, I felt this 

thought paſs through my heart, Ler him go, if 
| D | 
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he will, and I thoughtalſo that Iſelt my he: 
freely conſent thereto. Ob, the diligence of 
Satan! Oh, the deſperateneſs of Man's heart! 

141. Now was the battle won, and down 
zellI, as a Bird that is ſhot from the top of? 
tree, into great guilt, and fearful deſpair 
Thus getting out of my bed, I went mopeing 
into the field ; but, God knows, with as hee 
vy an heart as mortal man, I think, could bear; 
where for the ſpace of two hours, I was like? 
man berefc of life, and as now palt all recove 
Ty, and 5ound over to eternal puniſhment. 

142. And withal, that Scripture did ſieze 
vpon my Soul, Or prophane perſon, as Eſau, wh 
for one mor fel of meat, ſold his birth right : for yt 
know, how that afterwards, when he would haw 
mnb.rited the bl:ſſizg, he was rejelted; for h 
found no place of repentance, though he ſought i 
carefully, with trars, Heb. 12. 16,17: 

14.3. Now wasIas one bourd, I felt my fell 
ſhut vp unto the Judgment to come ; nothing 
now, for two ycars together, would abide 
with me, but damnation, and an expectation 
ot damnation : I ſay, nothing now would a 
bide witi: me but this, ſave ſome few moments 
for relief, as in the ſequel you will fee. 

144. Ihele words were to my Soul, likt 
fetters of Brais to my legs; in the continual 
found of which, I went for ſeveral months to- 
gether, But about ten or eleycn a-clock on 
tial 


TB Eo. eat. a£o at aw. oa 


ws fu ow fo fro car» a. co DXA DXw-a aa mw oc a a 


A wad - gd FOAA 


fo the chief of Sinners. 67 
that day, as | was walking under an hedge 
(fall of forrow and guile, God knows) and be- 
moaning my {elf for this hird hap, that ſuch a 
thought ſhould ariſe within me, ſaddainly this. 
ſentence b Ired in on me. The thod of Chriſt 
In remirs all crit, At this, I made a ftand in my 
NN ſpirit : With that, this word took hold up- 
4-Y 0!) me, Thz bls 07 of F. fits Cl riit bs Son, ied _ 
Wy /eth ws from all fin, 1 Joh. 1.7. 
; 145. Nowl began to conceive peace in my 
© Soul, and me-thought | ſawas if the Tempter 
| did lear and ſteal away from me, as being a- 
Xl ſhamed of what he had don?2. At the ſame 
wi time alſo I had my fin and the Blood of Ckriit 
thus repreſented ro me, that my ſin, when 
compared to the Blood of Chriſt, was no 
more to it, than this little clot or ſtone be- 
fore me, is to this vaſt and wide field that 
here I ſee, This gave me good-encourage- 
ih ment for the ſpace of two or three hours g 
en. in which time aifo, me-thought I ſaw,- by 
el faith, the Son of God, as ſuferingfor my ſins: 
aſl But becauſe it tarried not, I therefore ſunk 
JN in niy ſpirit, under excecding guilt again. 
$ 146, But chiefly by the afore-mentioned 
Scripture , concerning Efax's ſelling of his 
F Birth-right 3 for that Scripture would lie all 
i day lonz. allthe weck lenz ; yea, all the year 
long in my mind and fold me down, fo that 1 
could by no means lift up my ſelf ; for when 1 
would 
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would ſtrive to turn me to this Scripture, or 
that, for relief, ſtill that Sentence would be 
ſounding in me, For ye kmow how that afte- 
wards, when he would bave mhersed the blejſins, 
he found no place of repmtance, thowzh be ſomht 
8t ca; efully with tears. 

147. Sometimes, indeed, I ſhould have a 
touch from that in Zak. 22. 31. / have prayed 
for thee, that thy faith fail net ;, but 1 would 
not abide upon me; nefither corld I indeed, 
when I con'.dered my Bate, find greund to 
Conceive 1n the leaſt, that there ſhould be the 
root of that Grace within me, having ſinned 
as I hzd done. Now was | tore and rent in 
an heavy caſe, for many days together. 

148. Then began I with ſad and careful 
heart, to conſider of the yature and largenely 
of my fin, and to {earch in the Ward of God, 
if I could inany place e{py a word of promiſe, 
or any encouraging ſentence, by which I migh: 
take relief. . Wherefore I began to conkde” 
that of Mar. 3. All manner of fins and blaſphe- 
mies ſhall be forgiven unto the fors of men, wher e- 
with-ſoever they (hall 6laſphemwe. Which place, 
methought, ata bluſn, did contain alarge ard 
glorious Promiſe for the pardon of high of- 
fences; but conſidering the place more fully, 
I thought it was rather to be underſtood, 2s 
relating more chiefly tg thoſe who had, while 
11a natural cftate, committed ſuch Oy + as 
there 
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there are mentioned 3 but not to me, who ha4 
not only received light and mercy, but that 
had burh afrer, and alfo contrary to that, fo 
flighted Chriſt as I had done. 

149. | feared therefore that this wicked fin 
of mize might be that fin v:.pardo able, of 
which he there Taus | (pcak<tn. Bat he that ſhall 
bleſfheme :9ainfs the Holy Gha{r, hub ne ver for- 
givene(s, but is in danrer of eternal damaution, 
Mar. 3. And1I d:d ti Re rather give credir LO 
this, Þ. cauſe of that ſent. nce in tl ie l/iyrews, 
Foz ycut (..0W bow t/: ee wards, wach he als 
have tahrrited the Lieijtng, he was - cited, for 
he found no place of Eo md though he ſcu:bt 
It carefully with ters. And is tuck always 
with mc. 

ico. And zow was | boti a burthen and @ 
tercor tomy ielt ; nor did [| cver ſo know, 3s 
ow, Wilat is was Lo be weary of my life, and 
yet airais to die. Oh, how gladly now! "one 
I have been any body but my ſclt ! Any thin 
buta man ! and 1n any condition but mine own! 
For there was notiing Gd paſs more fre- 
que1, iy over my mmd, 01 M14 IT Was Wit 
9! uble forane to be for2iven my traufuref. 
1:0, and to be ſaved ſrom wrath to cone, 

!51,And now began I toiahour to call a2ain 
tine that was paſt ; wiſhing a thouſand c: mes 

wicetold,that the day was yt LO COINe, vs 1211 
ſhould 22 tewpred to ſuch a fin; congluciing 
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with great indignation,both againſt my heart, 
and all aſlaults, how I would rather have been 
torn in pieces, than found a conſenter there- 
to. Bur, alas ! theſe thoughts, and wiſhings, 
and reſolyings were now too lateto helpme ; 
the thought had pallzd my hearr, God hath 
let me go, and am fallen. ©! thought I, that 
it was with me as in months paſt, as in the days 
when God preſerved me ! Job 29. 2. 

152. Thenagain, being loth and unwilling 
to periſh, I began to compare my fin with 
Others, to ſee it I could find that any of thoſe 
that are ſaved, had done as I had done. So 
I conſidered David's Adultery and Murther, 
and found them moſt heinous crimes; and 
thoſe too committed after Light and Grace 
received : But yet. by conſidering,l perceived 
that his tranſgreſſions were only ſuch as were 
againſt the Law of Moſes ; from which the 
Lord Chriſt could, with the conſent of his 
Word, deliver him : But mine was againſt 
Goſpcl ; yea, againſt the Mediator thereof ; 
; I had fold my Saviour. © 

153. Now again ſhould I beas if racked 
upon the wheel, when I conſidered that, be- 
ſides the guilt that poſſ:ſled me, I ſhould 
be {to void of Grace, fo bwwitched. What, 
thought I, muſt it be no ſin but this? Muſt 
It.ncees be the great tranſoreſſion ? Plal. 19.13, 
Mult +b24 wicked one toach my Soul ? 4 Joh. 

. . $+ 19, 
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5. 13, Ol, what ſtings did 1 find in all theſe 
lenrences / 
154. What, thought I, is there but oze ſin 
that is unpardonable ? Bur oze iin that layeth 
the Soul without the reach of Gods Mercy ? 
And muſt I be guilty of t..:? Muſt it needs 
be that ? is there but oze fin, amongſt a mayy 
millions of ſins, for which there 15 notorgive-- 
neſs 3 and mult I commit ehis ? Oh, unhappy 
fin! Oh nahappy Han! Thelſethings woult 
ſo break and confound my Spyric, that could. 
not tel] what todog Ithought, at times, they 
would have broke my wits ;. and tit, ro ag-- 
eravate my miſery, that. would run in my 
mind, Toz hzow how that afterixa;ds, when he 
world have inherited the bleſſmg, be was reje8ed. 
Ob!none kyows the ters ors of theſe days but myſelf. 
155. After this, I came to conſider of'Pe- 
ter's fin, which he committed in denying his 
Maſter : Aud, indeed, this came nigheſt:ro 
mine, of any that- I conid find ;, for he#had 
denicd his Saviour, as 1, after light andmer-- 
cy received ; yea, and that too, after warning: 
given him. -Ialfo conſidered, that he did it 
both once and twice 3 a2dthar, aftet timets6' 
conſider betwixt. But though I pur all theſe 
circumſtances together, that; it pollible, 'T 
might find help, yet I conſidered again, rhat 
his.-was but. a dental of his Mater, but mine 
was 4 ſellizxa of my Saviouw, Wherefore | 
thought. 
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thought with my ſelf, that I came nearcr to 
Judas, than either to David or Peter. 

156. Here again my torment would fame 
Out and aMiCt me; yea, it would grind me, |, 
as it were, to powder, to conſider the preſer- 
vation of God towards others, while 1 fell in. 
£o the ſnare ; for in my thus conlidering of 
other men's fins, and comparing of them with 
mine own, I could evidently ſee, God preſer- 
ved them, notwithſtanding their wickedneſs, 
and would not-let them, as he had lcr me, bc- 
come a Son of Perdition. 

..- 157, But Oh, how did my Soul at this time 
Prize the preſervation that God did ſer about 
his. people ! Ah, how ſafely did I fee them 
walks, whom God had hedged in ! T hey were 
within his care, proteCtion and ſpecial provi- 
denies: Though they were full as bad as I, by | 
nitirej yet, becauſe he loved them, he woule 
Rot ſuffer them ro fall wichovr the range of 
mercy: Bur as for me, I was gone, I had don? 
it;3:he would not preſerve me, nor keep me ; 
but ſuffered me, becauſe I was a Reprobate, to 
fall as Lhad done. Now did tholt bleſſed pla- 
ces:that ſprak of God's keeping his people, 
finge hike the Sun before me, tho not to ccm- 
fort my, yet to ſhew me the blciled ſtate and 
her icage of thoſe whom the Lord bad bleſled. 

59, Now I ſaw, ttatas God had his hand 
MN a proyidences and difpentattons that over- 
SITE 4-7) | took 
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took his Ele, fo he had his hand in all the 
temptations that they hag to (in againit him ; 
» | not to animate them unto wickedneſs, but to 
, |. chuſe their temptationsand troubles for them; 
. | andalfo to leave them, for a time, to fuch 
. | ſnsonly, as might not deſtroy, bur humble 
| them; as might not put them beyond, bur 
lay them in the way of the renewing of his 
- | mercy. But Oh, what love, what care, what 
| | kindneſs and mercy did 1 now fee, mixing it 
ſclf with the moſt ſevere and dreadful of all 
God's ways to his people! He weuld let Da- 
| wid, Hetthiah, Solomon, Peter, and others fall, 
| but he rronld not let them fall into fin nnpar- 
donable, nor into Hell for kn. Oh / ho L 
theſe be the men that God hath loyed theſe 
be the men that God, thovgh he chaitiſeth 
them, keeps them in ſafery by him ; and them 
whom he makes to abite under the ſhadew 
of the Almighty. Burt all thele thoughts ad- 
ded ſorrow, grief and norrour to mg, as What- 
ever [now thought on, 1t Was kiiiing to me. 
If I tkought how God kept his own, tinat was 
kiling tome; if I thought of how 1 was tal- 
len my ſclf, that was killing to me. As all 
things wrought togetiher ior the belt, and to 
, do good to them that were the caled, aceor- 
ding.to; his purpoſe ; fo I thought that al} 
things wrovght for my damaze, and for my 
Etcrpal ovyerthiuw. 
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thought with my ſelf, that I came nearcr to 
Fudas, than either ro David or Peter. 

156. Here again my torment would flame 
Out and aMiCt me; yea, it would grind me, 
as it were, to powder, to conſider the preſer- 
vation of God towards others, while I fell in- 
£o the ſnare ; for in my thus conlidering of 
other men's fins, and comparing of them with 
mine own, I could evidently ſee, God preſer- 
ved them, notwithſtanding their wickedneſs, 
and would not-let them, as he had lcr me, be- 
come a Son of Perdition. 

157. But Oh, how did my Soul at this time 
Prize the preſervation that God did fer about 
his-people ! Ah, how ſafely did I fee them 
walk, whom God had hedged in! They were 
within his care, proteQion and ſpecial provi- 


derices: Though they were. full as bad as I, by | 


niture; yet, becauſe he loved them, he would 


* not ſuffer them ro fall withovr the range of 


mefrcy:; Bur as for me, Iwas gone, I had don? 
It;3:he would not preſcrve me, nor Keep me ; 
but ſuffered me, becauſe I was a Reprobate, to 
fallas bad done. Now did thole bleſſed pla- 
ces:that ſprak of God's keeping his people, 
finge hike the Sun before me, tho not to ccm- 
fort my, yet to ſhew me the blciled ſtate and 
her icage of thoſe whom the Lord bad bleſled. 
159, Now I ſaw, ttatas God had his batd 
iN a!! proyidences and difpentattons that _ 
ter! to0 
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took his Elect, fo he had his hand in all the 
temptations that they hag to in againſt him ; 
e Þ not to animate them unto wickedneſs, but to 
, | chuſe their temptationsand troubles for then; 
- | andalfo to leave them, for a time, to fuch 
- | ſins only, as might not deſtroy, but humble 
fi them; as might not put them beyond, but 
1 | lay them in the way of the renewing of his 
- | mercy. But Oh, what love, what care, what 
, | kindneſs and mercy did I now fee, mixing it 
- | ſelf with the moſt ſevere and dreadful of all 
God's ways to his people ! He would let Da- 
> | vid, Hezthiah, Solomon, Peter, and others fall, 
- | but he rrou'd not let them fall into fin unpar- 
1 | donable, nor into Bel) for {;n. Oh / fr 
> | theſe be the men that God hath loved; theſe 
. | be the men that God, thovgh he chaitiſeth 
' | them, keeps them in ſafery by him ; and them 
| | whom he makes to abide under the ſhadow 
" | of the Almighty. Bur ail theſe thoughts ad- 
* | ded ſorrow, grief and rorrour to mg, as What- 
| ever [now thought on, 1t Was killing to me. 
| 1f I thought how God kept his own, tinat was 
kiling tone; if I thought of how 1 was fal- 
len my ſclf, that was killing to me. As all 
things wrought together ior the belt, and to 
do good to them that were the caled, aceor- 
ding.to; his purpoſe ; fo I thought thar al} 
things wrovght for my damage, and for my 
etcrpal oyerthivw. . "IS: 
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159. Then again I began to compare my 
ſin with the ſin of Fudzs, that, if poſſible, [ 
might find 1t mine difiered from that which, 
in truth is unpardonable : And, Oh Tthought, 
I, if jt ſhould differ from it, though but the 
breadth of an hair. what an happy condition is 
my Soul in ! Arid by conſider ing, I found that 
Judas did his INtentiongllye. but mine was a- 
g4.nſt my prayer.and itrivines ; beſides, his 
was ccmmitred with much deliberation,. but 
mine in a fearful hurry, on a \addain ; allthis 
while was tolſed to-and fro, like the Locuſts, 
and driven from trouble to foriow ;. hearing 
always the found of E's fall in mine ears, 
and of the drearlful confequences thereof. 

160. Y<t this conſideration about Judas his 
ſin. was,for a whilc,{ome lictle relief vnto me ; 
for I ſaw 1 had not, as to the circumſtances, 
tranſgreſled lo fouily as he: But this was quick- 
ly gone again ; for I tneu;ht with my ({c1f, 
there m'ghr be more ways than one to com- 
mit the unpardonabl: fin ; alio Ithought that 
there migat be d:grees of that, as well az of 
other tranſgreſſions; wherefore, for ought 1 
yet could perceive,thisiniquity of mine might 
be ſuch as might never be palied by. 

161. I was oft{n now aſhamed that T ſhould 
be like ſuch 8 ugly man as Fu4as :+ I thought 
alſo haw-#6a:hiome 1 ſhould: be unto all the 
Saints atthe Day of Judgment: Infomuchthatr 
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now I could ſcarce Ice a good man, that I be- 

izved had a good Conſcience, but I ſhould 
feel my heart tremb'e at him, while I was in 
his preſence. Oh ! now ſaw a glory in wal- 
king with God, and what a mercy it was to 
haye a good Conſcicnce before him. 

162. was much abour this time tempted to 
content my ſelf, hv receiving ſome falſe Opi- 
nion; as that there ſhould be no-{uchthing as 
a Nay of Judgment, that we ſhould not rite 
again;and that ſin was noſuch grievous things 
the Tempter ſuggeſtiag thus, For if theſe 
thints fhokld indeed be true, yet to believe 0th:r= 
wiſe, world yield you eaſe for the preſent. If you 
muſt periſh, never torment your ſelf ſo much be- 
fore- hand, drive the thonghts of damning out of 
your mind, by poſſeſſing your mind with ſome ſuch 
concluſions, that Atheiſts and Ranters uſe ro h-1p 
themſelves withal. 

163. But, Oh ! when ſuch thoughts have 
led through my heart, how, as it were, within 
a ſtep, hath Death aud Judgment been in my 
view ! Me-thought theJudge ſtood at the door, 
| was as if it was come already ; ſo that ſuch 
thinzs could have no enterta1::ment. But me. 
thinks 1 ſee by this, that Saran will ute any 
means, to keep the Soul from Chriſt z he lo- 
v:thnot an awakened frame of ſpirit; ſecuri» 


ty, bliadnefs,-.darkneſs and error, is the very 


kingdom and habitation-of the wicked One. 
164. I - 
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164. I found it hard work now to pray to 
God, becauſe deſpair was ſwallowing me-up; 
I thought I was, as with a tempeſt, driven 
away from God ;; for always when I cried to 
God for mercy, his would come in, *Tes tos 
late;, Iam loſt, God hath let me fall ;, not to my 
correttion, but conderznation : /Ay ſin 1s urpar« 
dowable ; ard 1 know, conceing Etau, bhaw that 
after he had ſoid bis Birth=richz, bz would have 
reeeived the Bleſſino, but was rej*Hied, About 
this time | did 1;2hz on that dreadful ſtory of 
that miſerable wortal, Francis Spirs : A book 
that was tomy troubled ſpirit, as ſalt, when 
rubbed into a freſh wound ;, every tentence 


in that book, every grean of that wan, with. 


al; the reſt of his ations i in 11s do ours, as. his 
tears, his prayers, his gnaſhing of teeth, his 

wrinying et ands, hisewiriutg, and twilting, 
and languiſhing, aid pin! ng away unger that 


mighty hand of God titat was unon him, wis 


as krives and daggers 1a my Sou ; cfpeciaily, 
that ſei:tence of bis was _—_ ro Mo, Max 
knows th: b:cinnirgs of ſin, but who bonds the 
dfſues thereof ? T:ien wo: 29 the ſormer ſen- 
tence, as tne conclolion of &), fall l:ke an hox 
thunder-boitagain upon my Gti: , for 
you kao how chat aftawadsr, when he would 
brave ant ,ertred the bleſſt ing, he was rejetted for 
be found no ;lace of repentance, though he ſou; ht 
#t. carefally with tears, 


165, Then |, 
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165. Then ſhould I be ſtruck into a very 
grcat trembling, inſomuch that at ſome times 
| could, for whole days together, icel my ve- 
ry body, as well as my mizd, to ſhake and 
torter under the ſenſe of the dreadful judg- 
ment of God, that ſhould fall on thoſe that 
have ſinned that moſt fearin] and urpardona- 
ble fin. I felt alſo ſuch a clogging and heat 
at my ftomach, by reaſon of this my terror, 
that I was, eſpecially at ſome times, aS ii my 
breat-bone would have ſplit aſunider ; then. I 
thought of that concerning Fd, who by his 
fall:ng head teng, burſt aſunder, and all tis bowels 
guſhes ent, AQ. 1. 

166. I feared alſo that this was the mark 
that the Lord did ſet en Cav, even curtinual 
:ear and trembling under the heavy load of 
guilt that he had charged on him for the blood 
of his brother Abs!. Thus did I wind, and 
twine, end ſhrink under the burthen that was 
upon me ; which burthen alſo did {o opprels 
me, thas I could neither ſtand, nor go, nor ite 
cither at reſt or quier. 

167. Yetthat ſaying wauld ſometimes come 
to mind, He huh received gifts for the rehellions, 


; Pal. 687 18, The rebellows, thought |; Why, 


ſurely they are ſuch as once were under ſub= 
j-Ction to their Prioce ; even gboſe who, afrer 
titey have {worn ſubjeCtion to hiszGovernment, 
have taken up Arms againſt him ; and this, 
thoveht 
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thought ], is my very condition; I once loved 
him, feared him, ſerved him ; but now l am a 
 Tebel, I have ſold him, I have ſaid, Let him vo 
if be will; but yet he has gifts for rebels, and 
then why not for me? 

163. This ſometimes I thought on, and 
ſhould labour to take hold thereof, that ſome, 
thouzh ſmall refreſhment might have been 
conceived by me 3 but in this alſo I milled of 
my d:ſire, I was driven with force beyond it, 
I was like a man going to execution, even by 
that place where he would fain creep in, an 
hide himſelf, but may not. 

169. Again, afterl had thus conſidered the 
fins of the S.:nes in particular, and found mire 
went beyond them,then 7 began to think thus 
with my ſelf ; Set cafe I ſhould put all thei:'s 
together, and mrne alone againſt them, might1 
rot then find ſome encouragement ? For if 
mine, though bigger than any one, yet ſhould 
be but equal to all, then there is hopes 3 for 
that Blood that hath virtue cnough in it to 
waſh away all theirs, hath virtue enough 1n it 
to do away mine, though this one be full as 
big, if not bigger than all theirs. Here again, 
I ſhovld conſider the fin of David, of Solomon, 
of Manaſſeh, of Peter, and the reſt of the great 
offenders; and ſhould allo labour what I 
might, with fairneſs, to aggravate and heigi-. 
ten their fins by ſeveral circumſtances. 
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150. I hould think with my ſelf, that Da- 
vid (hed blood to cover his Adultery, and that 
by the Sword of the Children of Ammon; a 
work that could not be done, but by contt- 
nuance, deliberate contrivance, which was a 
great aggravation to his ſin. But then this 
wouid turn upon me ; Ah? but theſe were 
but fins againſt the Law, from which there 
was a Jejus ſent to ſave them 3 but yours 1s 
a ſin againſt the Sayiour, and who ſhall ſave 
you from that ? | 

171. Then thought on Solomon, and how 
he ſinned in loving ſtrange women, in falling 
away to their Idols, in building them Tem- 
ples, in doing this afcer light, in his old age, 
after great mercy received: But the ſame Con- 
cluſion that cut me off in the former conſlide- 
ration, cut me off as to this ; namely, that 
all thoſe were but ſins againſt the Law, for 
which God had provided a remedy 3 bat I 
had ſeld my Saviour, and there now remained 
no more Sacrifice for ſin. 

172. I would then add to theſe men's fins, 
the lins of Manaſſeh; how that he built Altirs 
for [dols in the Houſe of the Lord ; he alſo 
obſerved times, uſed inchant:nents, had todo 
with Wizzards, was a Wizzard, had his fa- 
miliar Spirits, burnt his Children in the fire 
in Sacrifice to Devils, and made the Streets of 
Zerrſalem ryn down with the blood of Inno» 
cents. 
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cents. Theſe, thought 1, are great ſins, ſins 
of a bloody colour ; bur yet it would turn 
2g41n upon me, They are none of them of the 
nature of yours ;, you have parted with Jeſus, you 
have ſold your $ «v1ionr. 

173. ] his one conſideration would always 
k1' ray heart, My (6 (it WA point - -blank_againſt my 
S+yv/-4r 3 and that roo, at that ivighth, that 
I hav ii my heart ſaid of bim, Let him go if 
he will |! mc-thoughts this ſi2 was bigger 
than the fins of a Country, of a Kingdom, or 
of the wiolz World; no one pardonable, 
nor &! of them together, was able to equal 
mine : m:nv out-went them every one. 

I74. Now I ſhould feel my mind to flee 
from God, as from the face ot a dreadful 
Judge; yet this was my torment, I could nat 
eſcape his hand : (lr a fearful thing to fall in- 
zo the hands of the living God, Heb. 10) Burt, 
bleſſ-d be is Grace, that Scripture, in theſe 
flying fits, would call, as running after me, 1 
haus blotted out, as a thick. Fig, thy tranſpreſe 
ſton ;, and a5 aclond, thy fins : retwrn unto me, 
for 1 heve redeemed thee, Iſa. 44.22. This, I 
fay,would come in upon my mind, when I was 
pecing from the face of God ; for I did flee 

om his face, that is, my mind and fpirit fled 
before him 3 by reaſon of his highneſis,I could 
not endure: Then would the text cry, Re: 12 
wito me; it would cry aloud, with a very great 
Voice, 
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voice, Retwra wnto me, for 1 have redemed thee. 


Indeed,this wonld make me make a little (top, 
and as it were look over my (hovlder, behind 
me, to ſee if 1 could diſcern that the Gog of 
Grace did follow me with a pardon in his hand; 
but 1 coutd no ſooner do thar,bur ail would be 
clouded and darkned again by that ſentence, 
For you kfiowy how that afterwards, when be would 
have inherited the bleſſing, be found no plice of 
repentazce, though he ſought it carefully with 
tears, Whetefare I conld not return, but 
fled, though at ſome times it cried, Ketwyy, 
retwn, as if it did hollow after me : But 1 
feared to cloſe in therewith, leſt is ſhould 
not come from God; for that other, as 1 
ſaid, was ſtill ſounding in my Conſcience, 
For you know how that 4fterwards, when be 
would have inherited the bleſſmg, he was rejeth- 
ed, &C | | 
175. Once, asl was walking toand fro ina 

zood man's ſhop, bernoaning of my ſelf in my 
ſad and doleful ſtate, affliting my felf with 
{cIf-abhorrence for this wicked and ungodly 
thought;lamentingalſo this hard hapot mine; 
for that 1 ſhonid commit fo great a fin, prearly 
fearing I ſhould not be pardoned;praying al'o 
in.my beart, that if this fin cf mine Cid d:fier 
trom that againſt the Holy Ghoſt, the Lorc 

woulc ew is me: And beingnow ready toimk 
with fear, ſuddainly there was as if there had 
ruſh;d 


\ 


 groaningly, Vo. 
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ruſhed in at the window, the noiſe of wind 
npon me, but very pleaſant, and as if I had 
heard a voice ſpeaking, Dz4ft ever refuſe to be |, 4 
juſtified by the Blood of Chriſt? And withal, my 
whole lite of profeſſion paſt, was in a moment |. 
opened to me, wherein 1 was made to ſee,that | 
deſignedly I had not : So my heart anſwered 
Then fel] with power that 
Word of God upon me, See that ye refuſe not 
him that ſpeaketh, eb. 12.25. This made a 
ſtrange ſeiſureupon my (pirir, it brovght light 
with it, and commandeda hilence in my heart 
of all thoſe tumultuous thoughts that before | 
did uſe, like maiterleſs hel-hounds,to roar and 
bellow, and\make an hideous noiſe withia me. 
It ſhewed me alſo, that Jefus Chriſt had yet a 
word of Graceand Mercy for me, that he had 


4 


not, asI had feared, quite forſakenand call off - 
my Soul; yea, this was a kind of a chide tor 3 
my proneneſs to deſparation; a kind of threat- ” 


ning of me, if 1 did not, notwithſtanding my 
{ins, and the heinouinels of them, ventuie-my* Þ 4, 
Salvation 'upon-the Son of God, But as to 
my determining'about this ſtraave gipenta- þf x, 
tion, what it was,l know noty or {110171 whence 
it came, F know not ; Fhave not yer, m twen- 
ty years time, been ablc ro make a judgment 
of it : 1 thought then what here I jhould be loih to 
ſpeak. - But verily, that {uddain ruſhing wind 
was as H an Angel had come upen' _— 
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oth it and the Salutation I will ſeave until 
he Day of Judgment 3 only this I ſay, It com- 

anded a great calm in my Soul, 1t perſwa- 
led me there might be hope ; it ſhewed me, 
5 1 thought, what the (in unpardonable was, 


" Þ:d that my Soul had yet the vlelled privilege 


* ſo flee to Jeſus Chriſt for mercy. Burt I ſay, 


oncerning this diſpenſation, I know not what 


' et to ſay unto it ; which was alſo, in truth, 


he cauſe that at firſt I did not ſpeak of it in 
he Book : I do now alſo leave it to be thought 


ſon by men of ſound Judgment. 1 lay not the 
Wtreſs of my Salvation thereupon, bur upon 


the Lord Jeſus, In the Promie; yet ſeeing I 
am here unfolding of my ſecret things, [ 
thought it might not be altogether in-expe- 
dient to let this alſo ſhew it ſelf, thovgh I 
cannot now relate the matter as therel did ex- 
perience it» This laſted in the ſayour of ir, 
for about three or four days, and then I be- 


F gan to miſtruſt, and to deſpair again. 


176, Wherefore ſtill my life hang indoubt 
before me, not knowing which way I ſhoxld tip) 
only this I found my Soul deſire, even to caſt 
It ſelf at the foot of Grace by prayer and ſup- 
plication. But, Oh ! 'twas hard for menow 
to bear the face ro pray to this Chriſt for mer» 
cy, againſt whom I had thus moſt vilely ſin- 
ned : *T was hard work, 1 ſay, to offerto look 
him in the face, againſt whomT bad ſo vilely 
ſinned 3 
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ſinned ; and indeed, I have found it as diffi- 
cvlt to come to God by prayer, after back- 
ſliding from him, as to do any other thing, 
Oh,the thame that did nowattend me! eſpecial-PÞ 
ly when I thonght, I am ow a going to pray 
to him for mercy, that I hall ſo lightly eſtee- 
med but a while betore! I was aſhamed; yea, 
even confounded, becanſe this  villainy had 
beet: committed by me; Þut I ſaw that there 
was but one way with me, I mult go co him, 
and humble my (elf unto him, _ beg that 


he, of his wonderful mercy, would fhew pi- 
ty to me, and have mercy upon my wretched 


ſinful Soul. 
177. Which when the Tempter perceived, 


he ſtrongly ſuggeſted to me,That I ought not to 
pray to _—__ prayer was not for any in my caſe, 
neither could it ds me goed, becauſe I had rejetted 
the Mediator, by whom all jrayers came with as- 
ceptance to God the Father \, and without whom. 110 
prayer coald come unto h:s preſence:Whereſore now 


ſeeing God bath caſt you off, 15 he next way 10 an- 
ger and offend him more than you ever did before. 
178. ForGod (ſaithbe) hath been weery of 
you for theſe ſeveral years already, becauſe you 
are ane of bis, your bawlings win bus ears hath 
been no ple: , ant Voice to him, and therefore he It 
ou {74 this ſin, that you wont be quite cnt off, 
«nd will you pray ſtill? This the Devil yrged, 
and 


he. 
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d ſet forth that in Numbers, when Moſes 
Maid to the Children of 1/-ael, That becauſe 
Whey world not go up to prſſeſs the land, when God 
Brould have them, therefore for ever afier he did 
Jr them out from thence, though they prayed 
Whry might with tears, Numb. 14. 36, 37, &2. 
179. AS tis ſaid in another place, Exod. 
21.14 The man that ſins preſumptuouſly ſhall be 
Waker from God's Altar, that he may die : Even 
as Foab was by King Solomon, when he thought 
to find (helter there, 1 Kg. 2. 27, 25, &c. 
Theſe places.did pinch me very fore; yet my 
Falſe being deſperate thought with my ſelf, 
L can but die ; and-if it muft be fo, it ſhall 
Yonce be ſaid, Thar ſuch an one died at the foot 
of Chriſt in prayer. This 1 did, but with great 
Fdifticulry, God doth know 3 and thar becauſe, 
Etogether with this, ſtill that ſaying abour E= 
Baz would he ſer art my heart, even like a fla- 
ming Sword, to keep the way of the Tree of 
JLife, leſt 1. ſhould take thereof, and live. 
Dn! Who knows how hard a thing I found 
Wit, to come to God in prayer? 
180.1] did alio delire the prayers of the 
© people of God for me, but | feared that God 
wo1ld give them no heart to do it ;, yea, I 
trembled in my ſoz] to think, ther lome cr 
other of them would ſhortly tell me,:thar God 
had (aid thoſe woras ro them, that ke once 
did ſay tothe Prophet, conccrntng the Chile 


drea 
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dren of 1/racl, Pray not for this people, for 1 
have rejevted them, Jer. 11.14. SO, Pray not f.rf © 
him, for I have rejeted him. Yea, IthoughtÞ) 
that he had whiſpered this to ſome of them” 
already, only they durſt not tell me fo ; nei. 
' ther durlt I ask them of it, for fear, if it 
ſhould be fo, it would make me quite belides vo] 
my ſelf : A4an knows the beginrino of fin (aid 
Spira) but who bounds the iſſues thereof ? 

181, About this time | took an opportu. 
nity to break my mind toan ancient Chriſtian, > 
and told him all my caſe : I told him alfo, that wi 
I was afraid that I had ſinned the fin againſt 
the Holy Ghoſt 3 and he told me, He chough F'** 
ſo too, Here thereforel had but cold tomfort; 
but talking a little more with him, 1 found 
him, though a good man, a ſtranger to much 
combat with the Devil. Wherefore l went to 
God again, as well as I could, for mercy ſtill, 

182. Now alfo did the I empter begin to 
mock me in my miſery, ſaying, That ſeeing | 
ad thus parted with the Lord Jeſus, andprove 
kd him to diſpleaſure, who would have ſtood be- 
rween my Soul, and the flame of devouring fire, 
there was now but one way ;, and that was, T0 
Pray that God the Father would be the Me F 
diator ketwixt his Son and me, that we might Þ"* 
be reconciled again, and that 1 might have tha 


bleſſed bcnefit in him, that his bleſſed Saints en- 
I33, Thet 
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1383. Then did that Scripture ſieze upon 
ry Soul, He is of one mind, and who can turn 
im 2 Oh! | faw 'twas as caſie to perſwade 
im to make a new World, a new Covenant, 
rnew Bible, bclides that we have already, as 
oprav for ſucha thing. This was to perlwade 
4Þ"v, thac what he had donealready, was meer 
| Billy. and to perſwade with him to alter; yea, 
odiſannul the whole way of Salvation : And 
hen would tiat faying rent my Soul afunder, 
Neither is there ſ:lvation in any other \, for there 
6 none other name under heaven, given among[t 
ner, whereby we muſt be ſaved, ACt. 4.12. 
184. Now the moſt tree, and full, and gra= 
lus words of the Goſpel were the greateſt 
\ Ferment tome yea, nothing ſo afflicted me, 
\ $5the tho:1ghts of Jeſus Chriſt, the remem- 
Þrance of a Saviour ; becauſe | had caſt him 
ff, brought forth the villany of my fin, and 
y lols by it, ro mind.; nothing did twinge.j-* 
my Conſcience like thi S: Every time that I 
| [thought of the 1 ord Jeſus, of his Grace, \ 
Love, Goodnels, Kindae(ſs, Gentlenefs. Meek 
bes, Death, Blood, Promiſes, and bleſſed Ex: 
Drtatione, Comforts and Conlotitions,::Is : 
 Ivcnt to my Soul like a Sword ; for (till, -og- 
Fo theſe my conſiderations of the Lord Je- 
i, theſe thoughts would make place for 
themſelves in my heart : Ay, this is the Teſia, 
Phe loving Savionr, the Son' of God, whors you 
E 2 have 
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bave parted with, whom you have ſlighted, de- 
ſpiſed and abuſed. This « the only Saviour, the 
only Redeemer , the only one that could ſo 
love ſinners, as to waſh them from their ſins in hi 
own moſt pYeCroMs Kkliod + But you have 70 park 
nor lot in this Jeſus. you have put him from you, 
you have Jaid in your heart, Let him go if he 
will. Vow therefore, you are ſevered from him; 
you bave ſexered your felf from him : Behold then 
bis Goodkeſs, but your ſ-If to be 10 partakoy of it, 
Oh, thought I, what have I loſt / What have 
I parted with! What have diſ-inheri- 
ted my poor Soul of ! Oh! *tis fad to be de- 
ſtroyed by the Grace and Mercy of God; to 
have the Lamb, the Saviour, turn Lion and / 
Deſtroyer, Rev. 6. I alſo tremblcd, as | have | 
ſaid, at the fight of the Saints of God ; «ſpe- 
cially at thoſe that greatly loyed him, and that 
_madeit their buſineſs to walk continually with 
am in this World ; for they did, both in their 
7ords, their carriages, and all their expreſſli- } 
ansof tenderneſs and fear to ſin againſt their 
precious Saviour, condemn, lay guilt upon, 
and alſo add continual affliction and ſhame un- 
to-my Soul: The dread of them was upon me, and | 
T trembied at Goa's Samuels, 1 Sam. 16, 4. 
185. Now alio the Tempter began a- freſh”! 
to mock my Soul anuther way, ſaying. That | 
Chriſt, indeed, did pity my caſe, and was ſorry 
for my loſs, but foraſmuch as I had ſinned, and 
| tranſore/ſed 
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tranſgreſſed, as 1 had done, he could by no means 
h:lp me, nor ſave me from wha: I feared; for 
my ſin was not of the nature of theirs, for whom 
hz bled and died ; neither was it counted with thoſe 
that were la:d to bis charge, when be hanzed onthe 
Tree : Ther fore, waleſs he ſhould come down from 
Heaven, and die a-new for this ſin, though indeed 
he aid greatly pity me, yet I could have no benefit 
of kim. Thele thinzs may ſcem ridiculous 
to Others, even as ridicutous as they were 
themſelves, but to me they were molt ror- 
menting cogitations; every of them avgmen- 
ted my miſery, that Jeſus Chrilt ſhould have 
{o much love as to pity me, when yet he couid 
Rot help me; nor did I think that the reaſon 


Why he could not help me, was, becauſe his 


Merits were weak, or his Grace and Salvation: 
ipent on others already, but becauſe his faith- 
fulneſs to his threatning would not let him 
extend þis mercyto me. Belides, I thought, 


as I hare already hinted, that my ſin was nor 


within the bounds of that pardon, that was 
wrapped up in a promiſe ; and if not, then 1 
knew a{luredly, that it was more ealie for Hea- 
ven and Earth to paſs away, than for me to 
have Eternal Life. S9 that the ground of all 
theſe fears of mine did ariſe from a ſtedfalt 
belief that I had of the ſtability cf the holy 
Word of God, and alſo from my being mil- 
iaformed of the nature of my fin, 

E'3 136. But 
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186. But, Oh, how this would add to myf / 


affliction, to conceit that I ſhould be gu lty o 
fach a ſin, for which he did not die. Theſe 
thoughts would ſo confound me, and impri- 
ſon me, and tie me vp from faith, that | knew 
not what to do : But, Oh, thouglt I, that he 
would come down again ! Oh, that the work 
of Man's Redemption was yet to be done by 
Chriſt / How would I pray him, and intreat 
him to count and reckoa this fin amongſt the 
reſt for which he dted ? But this Scripture 
would ſtrike me down, as dead ; Chriſt beiry 
Taiſed from the dead, dieth no more + death hath 
mo more domi.40n over him, ROM. 6. g. 
187. Thus, by the ſtrange and unuſual af- 


ſaults of the Tempter, was iny Soul like a bro- 


* k:n Vcſlel, driven as with the Winds, and toſ- 
fed foimetimes head-long into deſpair z ſome- 
times npon the Covenant of Works,and ſome: 
tines tro wiſh that the new Covenant, and rhe 
conditions thereof, might, ſo far forth as 
thought my ſelf concerned, be turned another 
way, an4 changed, But in all theſe, 1 was but a 
thoſe that joſtle againſt the R.cks ; more broken, 


ſcattered and re t, Oh, the unthonght of imae, 


ginations, frights, fears and terrors, that are 
affected by a thorovgh application of guilt, 
yielding to deſperation! This # the man that 
hath his dwelling among the tombs, with the dead; 
that is alway crying ont, and cutting him 4, wih 
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ſtoves, Mar. 5. 1, 2, 3. But, I fay, all in vain, 
Deſparation will not comfort him, the old 
Covenant will not ſave him: Nay, Heaven 
and Earth ſhall paſs away. before one jot or 
title of the Word and Law of Grace ſhall 
fail, or be removed. This [| ſaw, this 1 felt, 
and under this | groaned ; yet this advantage 
I g2t thercby, namely, a further confi; mation 
of the certainty ol the way of Salyation, and 
that the Scripturez were-the Word of God. 
Oi ! Icannot now expreſs what then I ſaw 
and felt of the ſteadineſs of Jeſus Chriſt, the 
Rock of Ma''s Salvation : What was done, 
conld not be undone, added to, noraltered. 
I aw, indeed, that fin might drive the Soul 
beyond Chriſt, even the fin which 1s unpar- 
donable ; but woe to him that was ſo driven, 
for thz Word would ſhut him onr; 

183. Thus was 1 always linking, whatever 
I did think, ordo. So one day | walked to a 
neighbouring Town, and fate {wn upon a 
S-ttle 1f the Street, and fel} into a very deep 
pauſe about the moſt fearful ſtare my fin had 
brovght me ro; and after long ruling, 1 lif- 
ted np my h-ad, but me- thought I ſaw, as if 
theS in thac ſhineth in the Heavens did grudge 
to giye lizht; and as if the very ſtones in the 
Street, and tiles upon the houſes, did bend 
themſelves againſt me z me-thongit that they 
alt combined rogether, to bani(h me out of the 
E 4 World; 
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186. But, Oh, how this would add to my 
affliction, to conceit that I ſhould be gu lty o 
fach a ſin, for which he did not die. Theſe 
thoughts would ſo confound me, and impri- 
ſon me, and tie me vp from faith, that | knew 
not what to do : But, Oh, thouglt I, that he 
would come down again : 'Oh, that the work 
of Man's Redemption was yet to be done by 
Chriſt / How would I pray him, and intreat 
him to count ard reckon this {in amongſt the 
reſt for which he died ? But this Scripture 
would ſtrike me down, as dead ; Chrift bein ÞÞ : 
_ Paiſed from the dead, dieh no more : deathhathl 
mo more domir:40n over him, ROM. 6. g. | 

187. Thus, by the ſtrange and unuſual af. 
ſau}ts of the Tempter, was iny Soul like a bro- 
* k:n Vcſlel, driven as with the Winds, and toſ: 
ted ſometimes head-long into deſpair : ; ſome- 
times vupon the Covenant of Works,and ſome: 
tines to wiſh that the new Covenant, and rhe 
conditions thereof, might, ſo far forth as1 
thought my ſelf concerned, be turned another 
way, anq changed, But in all theſe, I was but as 
thoſe that joſtle againſt the R.cks ; more broken, 
ſcattered and re t. Oh, the onthoaght of ima-, 
ginations, fcights, fears and terrors, that are 
affected by a thorough application of guilt, 
yielding to deſp-: ration! Tins # the man that 
bath his dwelling among the tombs, with the dead, 
that is a crying ont, and cutting bimſeif wi þ 
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ſtoves, Mar. 5. 1, 2, 3. But, I fay, all in vain; 


Deſparation will not comfort him, the old 
Covenznt will not ſave him: Nay, Heaven 
and Earth ſhall paſs away. before one jot or 
tictle of the Word and Law of Grace (hall 
fail, or be removed. This I ſaw, this 1 felt, 
and under this I groaned ; yet this advantage 
I g2t thereby, namely, a further conh:; mation 
of the certainty of the way of Salyation, and 
that the Scriptures were-the Word of God. 
Oi ! Icannot now expreſs what then 1 ſaw 
and felt of the ſteadineſs of Jeſus Chriſt, the 
Rock of Ma't's Salvation ; What was done, 
conld not be undone, added to, noraltered. 
I aw, indeed, that fin might drive the Soul 
beyond Chriſt, even the fin which 1s unpar- 
donable ; but woe to him that was ſo driven, 
for thz: Word would ſhut him onr; 
1838. Thus was 1 always linking, whatever 
I did think, ordo. So one day | walked to a 
neighbouring Town, and fate {:wn upon a 
S:ttle 11 the Street, and fel] into a very deep 
pauſe about the moſt fearful ſtare my fin had 
brought me ro; and after long muling, 1 lif- 
ted up my h-ad, but me- thought I ſaw, as if 
theS in thac ſhineth in the Heavens did grudge 
to giye lizht; and as if the very ſtones in the 
Street, and tiles upon the houſes, did bend 
fhemſelves againſt me 3 me-thongit that they 
alt combined rogether, to baniſh me out of the 
E 4 World, 
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World; I was abhorred of them, and unfit 
to dwell among them, or be partaker of their 
- benefits, becauſe I had ſinned againſt the $a 
viour. Oh, how happy now was every crea: 
ture, over | was .' For they ſtood faſt, ant 

kept their ſtation, but 1 was gone ard lolt. 
1 89. T hen breaking out in the bitterneſs of 
my Soul,l ſaid ro my elf, with a grieyous figh, 
How can God comfort ſuch awretch as I? I had 
no ſooner ſaid it, but this returned vpon me, 
as an echo doth anſwer a voice, Thss ſin is not 
 wento death. At which I was as if I had been 
- Taiſcd our of a Grave, and cried out again, 
Lord, bow couldlſt thou find ont ſuch a word as this! 
For I was filled with admiration at the fitneſs, 
and a'ſo at the unexpcCtedneſs of the ſentence, 
The firneſs of the word, the rightneſs of the 
timing of jr, rhe power, and ſweetneſs, and 
light, and glo:y that came with it alſo, was 
marvellous to n:e to find. I was now, for the 
time, out of doubt, as to that about which IN 
ſo much was in doubt before : My fears be- 
fore were, that my fin was not pardonable, 
and fo that | had no right to pray, to repent, 
"Cc. Or that if I did, it would be of no ad- 
yaatage, or profit to me. But now, thovght 
I, if ts ſn is not unto death, then it is par- 
donable; therefore from this I have encou- 
Tagement to come to God by Chriſt for mer- 
£y 3 to conſider the promite of torgiyenels, 
as 


and as L prayed, I cried, and my Soul cricd to- 
weY 


to the chief of Simthers dy 


as that which ſtands with open arms to re- 
ceive me, as well as others. This therefore 
was 2 grea: ealement to my mind; to wir,thas 
my 6a was pardonable, that it was not the 
fin unto death, (1 Fob. 5. 16, 17.) None but 
thoſe that know what my troubl: (by their 
own experi:nce) was, cal tell what relief 
cam? to my Soul þy this conſideration :; It 
was a rcl-aſz to me from my former bonds, 
and a ſheltcr f; om the former ſtorm : I ſcem- 
ed now to ſtan-l.upon the lame ground with 
other ſinners, and to have as good right to: 
the Word and Prayer as any of they. 

190. Now, I {ay, I was in hopesthat my firs 
was n0t unpardornable, but that there might 
be hopes for me to obtain forgiveneſs. Bur, 
ON, how Satan now did lay about him, for to- 
bring me down 2gain / But he could by no- 
means do it,reither this day,nor the moſt part 
of the nez?; for this g90d ſeitercee ſtood like 


a mill-poſt at my back : Yct towards the eve- 


ning of the next day, I felt this word begin to 
I-ave we, and to withdraw its ſupportation 
from me; and lo I returned to my old fears 
again, but with a great deal of grudging and 
peeviſhneſs,for I feared the ſorrow of deipair; 
nvr could my faith nov longer retain thisword 

191. But the next day at evening, beg 
under many fears, I went to ſeek the Lord » 
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"him 1n theſe words, with ſtrong crics; 0 


-aud pity him,and my bowels to yearn towards 


" 

: 

wlll econ - 
ee eee ere ns 


Lord, I biſrcct thee, ſhew me, that thou haft ls- 
ved: me with an everlaſting love, Jer. 31.3. [ 
had no ſooner ſaid ir, but with ſweetneſs this 
returned upon me, as an echo, or ſounding 
again, 1 have loved thee with an everlaſting love, 


"Now I went to bed in quiet; alſo when I 


awaked the next morning, it was freſh upon 
my Soul ; and 1 believed it. 

192, But yet the Tempter left me not, for 
it could not be ſo little as an hundred times, 
that he,that day,did labour to break my peace. 
Oh, the combats and conflicts that I did then 
meet with, as | ſtrove to hold by this werd ! 
That of Eſa« would fly in my face like Light. 
ning : I ſhould be ſomctimes up ard down 
twenty times in an hour ; yer God did bear 
me up, and keep my heart upon this word; 
from which I had allo, for ſeveral days toge- 
ther, very much tweetn2ls, and comfortable 
hopes of pardon : For thus it was made out 
unro me, ] loved thee wh-lſt thou waſt COmmil'e 
reng this ſin, I loved thee before, I love thee ſtil, 
and I will love thee for ever. 

193. Yet | ſaw my fin moſt barbarous, and 
a filthy crime, and could not but conclude, 
and that with grear ſhame zn1 aſtoniſhmenr, 
that I had horridly abuſed the holy Son of 
God ; whereſore | felt my ſoul greatly to love 


him; 
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him ; for I ſaw he was ſtill my friend, and«dic 
reward me good for evil; yea, the loye+ 4 
afteCtion that then did burn within, to my 
Lord and Saytour Jeſus Chriſt, did work, at 
this time, fuch a ſtrong and hot deſire of re- 
vengement upon my ſelf, for-the abuſe I had 
done unto him, that, to ſpeak as I then 
thouzht , had I had a theuſand gallons of 
blood withia my veins, I could freely then 
have ſpilr it all at the command and f2et of 
this my Lord and Saviour, 

194. And as I was thus in moving, andin 
my [tudies, confidering how to love the Lord, 
and to expreſs my love to 51m, that laying 
CANE 1n upon m?, If thou, Lord, (houl AF mark 
iniquity, O Lord, who ſhould ſtand ? but there is 
forgiveneſs with thee, that thou mayeſt be ſtared, 

(a!.130. 4. Thciſe were good words to me, 
eſpeciaily the latrer part theren?{; to wit, 
that there is forgivencis with the Lord, that 
he might be feared ; that 1s, as then F vnder= 
ſtood ir, that he a14Zht be loved, and had n 
reverence 3 for it was thus made out to me, 
Th the great God d'd ſet ſo hs: an eſteem upon 


. the love of his poor C:eatures, tot rather than 


he would go without their love, he would pardon 
thetr tranſireſſions, 

195. And now was that word fulfilled on 
me, and I was alſo refreſhed by it 3 Then ſhall 
they be aſhamed and confounded, and never open 

| thew 
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re mouth any more becauſe of their ſhame, when 
7: pacified toward! them for all that they have 
ewe, faith the Lord God, Eze&K. 16.36. Thus 
was my Soul at this time- (and, as I then did 
think, for ever) ſet at liberty from being af- 
flicted with my former guilt and amazement, 

196. But beforz many weeks were over, [ 
began todeſpondagain, fearing leſt,notwith- 
ſtanding all that I had enjoyed, yer l might be 
deceived, and deſtroyed at the laſt 3 for this 
conſideration came itrong into my mind, That 
whatever comfort and peace I thought Imight have 
from the vrord.- of the promiſe of Life, yet unleſs 
there could be found in my 1 efreſhment a concur- 
rence and arrcement inthe Scrip:ures, let me think 
what I will thereof, and bold it never ſo faſt, 1 
ſhould find no fuch thing at the end ;, for the Scrt- 
prures Cannet be broken, Joh: 10. 35. 

197. Now began my heart again to ake, 
ard fear I might meet with diſappointment at 
the laft, Wherefore I began with all ſerioul- 
neſs to examine my former comfort, and to 
conſider whether one that had ſinned as I bad 
done, might with confidence truſt vpon rae 
faithfulnets of God, laid Cown in thoſe words 
by which I had. been comforred,and on which 
I had leaned my ſelf : But nuw were bronghr 
thoſe ſayings 10 my mind, For « is impoſſible 
for thoſe who were once enlightned, and have ta- 
fed thi heavenly Gift, and were mage partakers 
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of the Holy Ghoſt, and have taſted the good Word 
of God, and the Powers of the World to come, if 
they ſhall fall away, torenew them again unto Re 
p:ntance, Heb. 6. For if we ſin wilfally, afier 
we bave received the knowledge of the truth, there 
remains no mare ſacrifice for ſin, but a certain 
fearful looking for of Fudgment ard fiery indigna- 
tion, which ſhall devour the aduerſaries, Heb. 
10, Even as Eſau, who for one morſel of meat, 
fold bis Birth-right : For you know hors that af. 
terwards, when he would have inherited tbe bleſ. 
ſimg, he was rejefed ;, for be found no place of 
repentance, though be ſoucht it carefully with 
tears, Heb. 12. 

193. Now was the Word of the Goſpel -, 
forced from my Soul ; ſo that no promile or 
encouragement was to be fount in the Bible 
for me: And now would that ſaying work 
vpon my ſpirit, to afflict me, Rejoice not, O 
Iſrael, for joy, as ctney people, Hol. g. 1. For 
I ſaw indeed, there was cauſe of rejoicing for 
thoſe that held to Jeſus 3 bur as for me, I 
had cut my ſelf oft by my tranſgreſſions, and 
lefr my ſelf neither foor-hold, nor khand- 
hold, amongſt all the ſtays and props in the 
precious Word of Life. 

199, And truly, I did now feel my ſelf to 


fink intoa gulf, as an houſe whole foundation 


is deſtroyed. I did liken my felf, in this cen- 
dition, unto the cale of ſome child tht was 
lalen 
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fallen into a Mill-pitz who, though it could 
make ſome ſhifr.to ſcrabble and fprawl in the 
water, yet becaule it could find neither hold 
fer hand nor foct, therefore at laſt it muſt 
die in that condition. So ſoon as this freſh 
aTault had.faſtned on my Soul, that Scripture 
Came into my heart, Thi for many days, Dan. 
10.14. And, indeed, I found ic was fo; for 
I could not be delivered, nor brought to peace 
a2ain, until well-nigh two years and an half 
were compleatly finiſhed. Whercfore theſe 
words, though in themſelves, they tended to 
diſcouragement, yet to me, who feared this 
condition would be eternal, they wcre at 
ſome times as an help and refreſhment to me. 
2Co. For, thouglit I; many d:ys are not for 
ever, many dzys w;)| have anend; therefore 
teeing | was to be alllicted, not a icw, but may 
days, yet I was glad it was but for many.da) s, 
Thus: 1 ſay, I covld re-call my felf ſo netimes, 
znd give my ſelf an help; for as ſoon asever 
the words came into my mind, at ficſt, I knzw 
my trouble would be long ; yet this would be 
but ſometimes, for I could not always think on 

this, nor ever be helped by it, though 1 did, 
201. Now while thele Scriptures lay before 
me, and laid ſin anew at my door, that ſaying 
in Lek. 18. 3. witi others, did encourage me 
to prayer-: Then the Tempter again laid at 
me yery ſore; ſuggeſting, That neither the 
| Atercy 
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Mercy of God, nor yet the Blood of Chriſt, did 


at all concern me, nor could they help me for my 
ſin; therefore it was but in vain to pray. Yet, 
thought 1, 7 will pray : But, ſaid the Tempter, 
your ſin is unpardonable. Well, (ail l, I will pray. 
'Tis to n0 boot, ſaid he. Yer, ſaid I, I wil! pray. 
So 1 went to prayer to God; and while | was 
at prayer, I uttered words to this eftc&t, Lord, 
Satan tells me, that neither thy Mercy nor Coriſt®s 
Blood is ſufficient to ſave my Soul : Lord, ſhall T 
honou* thee moſt, hy believing thau wilt and canſt 1 
or bim, by believing thou nei. ber wilt nor canſt ? 
Lord, I would f.ain honour thee, by believing thou 
wilt and canſt. 

202. And asI was thus before the Lord,that 
Scrip:ure faſtned on my heart, | O man,gpreat is 
thy faith, ] Mat.15.25, even as it one had clap» 
ped me on the back, as I was on my knees be- 
tore God ; Yet 1 was not able to bclieve this, 
that this was a prayer of faith, til almoſt ſix 
months after; for I could net think that I had 
taith, or that there ſhuuld be a word for me to 
act faiih on; therefore [| ſhould ſtill be, as 
ſticking in the jaws of Ceſperation, and went 
mourning up and down, in a fad condition, 

203. There was nothing now that | longed 


- for more, thaa ro be put out of doubt, as to 


this thing in queſtion, and as 1 was vehement- 
ly deſiring to know if there was indeed hopes 
for me., theſe words came rolling into my 

mind, 
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mind;W:l the Lord caſt off for ever? and will * 
be favourable $0 more ! 1s bis mercy Clean gone 
for ever ? doth his promiſe fail for evermore} 
Hath God fo gotten to be gracions ? hath he i 
2 anger ſhut up his tender murcies # Pfal. 77. 5, 
8,9. And all the while they run in my mind, 
me-thouzht, I had this {t1l] as the anſwer, 7 
a queſtion whether he hath, or no ;, it may be, bet 
ba:hngt. Yea, the interrogato:y fteemed to me, 
to carry in it a ſure ata-mation that indeed he 
had not, nor would ſo caſt off, but won!d he 
favourable: ; that his promiſe doth not fail,and 
that he had not forgotten to be gracious, nor 
would inanger [11:17 vp tender mercy : Some- 
thing alſo there was upon-my heart at the ſame 
time,which 1 cannot row call to mind ; whith, 
with, this Text, did ſweeten my heart, and 
make1:e conclude, that his mercy might not: 
be q::1:e gone, nor cl-an gone for ever. 
204. At another time, Iremembred, I was' 
again much vnder this Queſtion, FP hethey the 
Bl.od of Cimiſt 'was ſifficicnt to ſave my Soul ? 
In wiich dowbr I continued, from morning, 
till abovt {even or eight at night ; and at Jait, 
when I was, as it were, quite Worn Out with 
fear. Ic{ ir ſhould rot lay hold on me, theſe 
words did found in<dainly within my heart, 
He is 8ble : V'nt mz thought, this word Able, 
was ſpoke loud unto-me z It ſhewed a great 


word, it ſeemed to be writ 1D great none 
| and 
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-2;8 and gave ſuch a juſtle to my fear and doubt 
F (I mean, for the time it tarried with me, 
which was about a day) as I never had from 
that, all my life, either before or after, Heb. 
7. 20. 
by 5. But one morning, when | was again at 
prayer, and tremblin? under the fear of this, 
That no Word cf God could help me, that piece of 
8a ſentence darted in upon me, Y Grace is ſuf- 
ficient. At this, me-thought, I felt ſome ſtay, 
as if there mizht be hopes. Bur,on, how good 
a thing ic is, for God to ſend his Word ! for, 
-K, abouta fortnight before,l was looking on this 
very place, and then I thought ir could rot 
come near my Soul with comfort, therefore [ 
threw down my Book ina pet: Then thonght 
it was not large enough for me ; no, not large 
enongh ; but now it was as if it had Arms of 
Grace ſo wide, thart it could not ouly incloſe 
me, but many more ſuch as I beſtdes. 
206, By theſe words I was ſultained, yet 
» | . not without exceeding conflicts, for the ſpace 
of ſeven oreight weeks ;, for my peace would 
be init, and out, ſometimes twenty times a 
day 3 comfort now, and trouble preſently; 
peace now, and beſore I could goa furlong, as 
full of fear and guilt as ever heart could hold: 
And this was not only now and then, but my 
whole ſeven weeks experience; for this about 
the ſufficiency of Grace, and that of Eſaw's par- 
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ting with his Birth-right, would he like a 
pair of Scales within my mind ; ſcmetimes}} ſo 
one end would be uppermoſt, aad ſometimesÞ| Ut 
again the other ; according to which, would 
be my peace or trouble. W 
207. Therefore I ſtil did pray to God, that] 't 
tie would come in with thisScripture more ful. a 
ly on my heart; to wit, that he would help} 
me to apply the whole ſeatcnce, for as yet I 
could not : That be gave, that I gathered; but 
further I could not go, for as yct it only bil 
ped me to hope there might be merey fot 
me; My Grace ts ſrfficient : And thoagh it 
came no further, it aniwered my former que- 
ſtion; to wit, that there was hope ; yet, be- 
cauſe for thee, was left out, I was not conten- 
ted, but prayed to God for that alſo. Where. 
fore, one day, as | was in a Meeting of God's 
People, full of ſadneſs and tercour, for my 
fcars again were ſtrong upon me; and, as | 
was now thinking, my Soul was never the 
better, but my caſe moſt ſad and fearſul, thele 
words Cid with great- power fuddainly break 
In upon me 3, My Grace ts ſufficient for thee, my 
Grace is ſufficient for thee, my Grace is ſuſſicient 
for thee, three times together : And, Oh! 
me-thought that every word was a mighty 
word unto me z as my, and Grace, and ſuff;- 
cient, and for thee ; they were then, and ſoine- 
times are ſtill far bigger than others be. 
208, At 
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203, At whichtime my underſtanding was 
ſoenlightned, that I was as thoughl had ſeen 
the Lord Jeſus look down from Heaven, 
tirough the Tiles, upon me, and direct theſe 
words unto me. This ſent me mourning home, 
it broke my heart, and filled me full of joy, 
and laid me low as the duſt ; only it ftayed 
not lonz with me, | mean, in this glory, and 
ret reſhing comfort; yet it continued with me 
for ſeveral weeks, and did encourage me to 
hope : But ſo ſoon as that powerful opera- 
tion of it was taken off my heart, that other, 
about Eſau, returned upon me as before z {0 
my Soul did hang as ia a pair of Scales again z 
ſometimes up, and ſometimes down 3 now in 
peace, and anon-again In terrour. 

2093. Thus I went on for many weeks, 
ſometimes comforted, and ſometimes tor- 
mented; and eſpecially at ſome times my tur- 
ment would be very fore, for all thoſe Scri- 
Ptures fore-named, inthe Hebrews, would be 
{ct before me, as the only Sentences that 
would keep me out of Heayen. Then again 
ſhould begin to repent that ever that thought 
went thorough me; I thould alſo think thus 
with my ſelf, Wy, how many. Scriptures are 
there avainſk me? There are but three or four : 
And cannot God miſs them, and ſave me for all 
them ? Sometimes again I ſhould think, Oh,if 
it were not for theſe three or four words, row how 
1. bt 
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ting with his Birth-right, would he like 
pair of Scales within my mind ; ſometimes 
one end would be uppermoſt, aad ſometimes] tt 
again the other ; according to vwhich, wouldJl 
be my peace or trouble. W 

207. Therefore I {til did pray to God, that 't 
tie would come in with thisScripture more ful. al 
ly on my heart; to wit, that he would help 
me to apply che whole ſeatcnce, for as yer I} Tt 
could not : That be gave, that I gathered; but] fe 
further I could not go, for as yct it only hb: 
ped me to hop? there might be merey fot 
me; My Grace ts ſrfficient : And thoagh it 


came No further, it aniwered my former que-J " 
ſtion; to wit, that there was hope ; yet, be- ſ 
cauſe for thee, was left out, I was not conten-Þj | 


ted, but praycd to God for that alſo. Where 
fore, one day, as | was in a Meeting of God's 
People, full of ſadneſs and tercour, for my 
fears again were ſtrong upon me; and, as | 
was now thinking, my Soul was never the 
better, but my caſe moſt ſad and fearſul, thele 
words Cid with great- power ſuddainly break 
in upon me 3, My Grace ts ſufficient for thee, my 
Grace ts ſufficient for thee, my Grace is ſuſficient 
for thee, three times together : And, Oh! 
me-thought that every word was a mighty 
word unto me ; as my, and Grace, and ſuff:- 
cient, and for thee ; they were then, and ſoine- 
times are ſti!1 far bigger than others be. 

208, At. 
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208, At which time my underſtanding was 
ſoenlightned, that I was as thoughl had ſeen 
the Lord Jeſus look down from Heaven, 
tirough the Tiles, vpon me, and direct theſe 
words uinito me. T his ſenr me mourning home, 
it broke my heart, and filled me full of joy, 
and 12id me low as the duſt ; only it ffayed 
notlenz with me, 1 mean, in this glory, and 
reireſhing comfort; yet it continued with me 
for ſeveral weeks, and did encourage me to 
hope : But ſo ſoon as that powerful opera- 
tion of it was taken off my heart, that other, 
about Eſau, returned upon me as before ;, {0 
my Soul did hang as ia a pair of Scales again z 
ſometimes up, and ſometimes down 5 now mn 
peace, and anonagain In terrour. 

203. Thus I went on for many weeks, 
ſometimes comforted, and ſometimes tor- 
mented; and eſpecially at ſome times my tur- 
ment would be very ſore, for all thoſe Scri- 
ptures fore-named, inthe Hebrews, would be 
{ct -before me, as the only Sentences that 
would keep me out of Heayen. Then again 1[ 
ſhould begin to repent that ever that thought 
went thorongh me; I thould alſo think thus 
with my ſelf, Why, how many. Scriptures are 
there avainſk me? There are but three or four : 
And cannot God miſs them, and ſave me for all 
them ? Sometimes again I ſhould think, Ob,rf 


it were not for theſe three or four words, row how 
11. bt 
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might I be comforted / And I conld hardly for 


bear, at ſome times, but to wiſh them out off; 


the Book. | 

210. Then me-thought I (ſhould ſee asil 
beth Peter, and Faul, and Fohn, and all th 
Writers, 4id took with ſcorn upon me, and 
hols me in deriſionz and as if they fail 
unto me, Ai ou” words arc trath, ove of as mul 

fo ce as another : Ir 5 1t we that have cut 
off, bat you hav" caſt away your ſelf « There it 
none of our (ene? ces that you muſt take hold npon 
but t-ſe, and ſuch a5 theſe : It is impeſſible; 
there remains 10 more ſacrifice for ſi, Heb. 6 
And 1 has been better for them, not to have knoy 
the Will of God, than after they bave known it 
to turn from the boly commandment delivered un 
ro them, Heb. :9. For the Scriptures Cannot | 
broken, > Pet. 2 2.1, 

281. Thelc, as the Elders of the City 
Retuge, I ſaw, were to be the Judges both 
my caſe and'm-, wiile I ſtood, with the 
venger of blood at my hee!s, trembling a 
their Gate for deliverance; alio with a thov 
ſand fears and miſtruſts, I doubted that the 
would (hnt me out for ever, Foſh. 20. 3, 4: 

212. Thus I was confounded, not knowin! 
what to do,nor ow to be ſatisfied in thisque 


ftion, Whether the Sc: iptures could agree in th 


ſalvation of my Soul? I quaked at the Apoltles 
I knew their words were true, and that the 


muſt ſtand for eyer, 213. Au 


— 
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for 213. And i rencmber, one day. as I was in 
tC olfdtvers frames of ſpirit, and conſidering that 

Itheſe frames were ſti!] according to the nature 
SH of the ſeveral Scriptures that came in upon 
theYmy mind ; if this of Grace, then I was quiet 3 
andy but if that.of E/an, then tormei.ted. . Lerd, 
ſaid thought I, $f\þorh theſe Scriptures wonld meet in 
no my heart at once, 1 wonaer which of them wonld 
You get the berter of me.So me-thought I had a long» 
'e if ing mind that they might come both ropether 
por upon me 3 yea, 1 defired of God they might, 
ml 214. Well, about twoor three daysafter, * 
. (F ſo they did indeed ; they bolted both apon 
ouf me at a time, and did work and ſtruggle 
if ſtrangely in me for a while; at laſt, that a- 
ar bour Eſau's Birth-right began to wax weak, 
t and withdraw, and vaniſh; and this about 

the ſufficiency of Grace prevailed, with peace 
' ON and joy. And 2aSIwas in a muſe abour this 
20 thing, that Scripture came home upon me 
Mercy rejoiceth agairſt judgment, Jam. 2.1 3. 

ad 215. Thiswas awonderment to me, yet 
ov truly, am apt to thick it was of God;for rhe 
ieſſÞ word of the Law, and-wrath, muſt give place 
4-ſ to the word of Life and Grace ; becauſe, 
1" though the word of Condemnation be glori- 
u'Y cus, yet the word of Life and Salva: ion doth 
ar exceed inglory, 2Cvr.3.8,g,10,11. Mar. 
9.5,6,7. Joh. 6. 35;. Alio that Moſrs and Elias 
muſt both vaniſh, and Icaye Chriſt and his 
Saints alone. 216, T his 
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216. This Scripture alſo did now” moſt 
{ſweetly viſit my Soul 3 And him that cometh to 
me. 1 will in no wiſe caſt out. Oh, the comfort 
that I 1-5 from this word, # 70 wiſe ! As who 
ſhould iay, by no means, for nothing, whatever 


he hath do:ic, But Satan would greatly labour 


to pull this promiſe from me, telling of me, 
That Chriſt did 119: mean me, and ſuch a5 I ;, but 
ſenners of a lower rank, that had not done as I bid 
done. But I {1oula anſwer him again, Saran, 
here is in theſ: wards no ſuch exception ;, but, him 
that comes, h;%, any him : Him that cometh to 
me, I will in 1c wiſe caſt out, And this 1 well 
remember it1!, chat of all the flights that Sa- 


tan uſed, to take this Scripture from me, yet - 


he never did ſo much as put this Queſtion, 
But do you come aright ? And I have thought, 
the reaſon was, becauſe he thought I knew 
Full well what coming a-right was ; for I ſaw 


>= that to come a-right, was to came as I was, 


ile and ungodly-finner, and to caſt my ſelf 
the feet of Mercy, condemning my ſelf for 
ſin. If ever Saten and I did ſtrive for any 
word of God in all my life, it was for this 
g00d word of Chriſt; he art one end, and 1 
at the other : Oh. what work did we make ! 
It was for this in Joh, I ſay, that we did ſo 
tvg and ſtrive : He pulled, and l pulled ; but, 
God be praiſed, Þgot the better of him, l 


got ſome ſweetnels from it, 
217. But, 


all 
q 
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217. But, notwithſtanding all theſe helps, 
nd bleſſed words of Grace, yet that of Eſay's 
aling of his Birth-right, would ſtill at rimes 
liſtreſs my Conſcience; for though 1 had heen 
olt ſweetly comforted. and that but jult be- 
Fore, yet when that cameintomy mind,'twould 

pake me fear again, I could not be quite rid 
ereof,'twould cvery day be with me: where- 
ore now | went another way to work, even 
o conſider the nature of this blaſphemous 
houghtz I mean, if I ſhould take the words 
xt the largeſt, ard give them their own natu= 
ral force and ſcope, even every word therein. 
& when I had thus conſidered, I found that if 
they were fairly taken, they would amount to 
CT Ithis, That I had:freely left the Lord Jeſu Chriſt 
ly Biohis chorce, whether be wou'd be my Saviour, or 
w; for the wicked words were theſe, Let 
him go if be will, Then thai Scripture gave me 
lope, 1 will never leave thee, nor forſake thee; 
cb 13.5. O Lord, ſaid I, bat T hwe left thee, 
Then it anſwered again, Bat I will not leave 
thee, Forthis I thank God alſo, 

218. Yet I was grieyousafraid he ſhould,and 
found it exceeding hard to trult him, ſeeing I 
had ſo offended him-* I could have been excee- 
ding glad that this thought had never befa''en, 
for then I thought Icovuld, with more cafe and 
ſreedom abundance, have lean'd on his Grace. 
Lice it was with me;as it was with Joſeph's Bre- 
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thren; the guilt of their own wickedneſs did 
often fill them with fears, that their BrotherJ® 

- would at laſt deſpiſe them,Ger.50.1 5,16,@c.Þ 
219. Yet,aboye all the Scriptures that I yet 

did meet with, that in Foſh.20.was the greateſt, 

- comfort to me, which ſpeaks of the ſlayer that 
was toflee for refuge: And if the avenge of blead 
purſue tht (1: yer, then, ſaith Moſer, they that art 
the eld:rs of the city of refuge ſhall nat deliver bin 5 
#nto bis hand,becauſe he ſmote his neighbour unit: 
ringly, and hated him no: afore-time. Ob, bleſſed Þ** 

' be God for this word : 1 vas convinced that?" 
I was the Slayer; and that the Avenger of 
Blood purſued me, } telr wich great terrour; 

- . only now 1t remained, that I enquire whether 
| I have right to eater the City of Refuge : So \ 
| I found, that he muſt not,who lay in wait to ſhed 
| blood : It was not the wiltul 74urtherer, but he 
who zzwirrimely did 1t, he who did it va- | 
1 wares ; not vut of ſpight, or gradge, or mas n 
| lice, hethec ſhed it unwittingly ; even he who 
did not hate his Neighvour before. Wherctore, 
| 220. I thought verily, 1 was the man that 
muſt enter, becauſe I had ſmitten rm: Neigh- f 
| " bour unwittingly, and bated him not af ore-time ; 
I hated him notafore-time 3 no, 1 prayed unto 1; 
| him, was tender of {inning azainft him; yea, 
and againſt thiswicked temptation I had ſtrove 7 
- -foratwelve-month befoic;y ca,and 2iſo,when 
it did paſs throygh my heart,it did in ſpight © 
| my 
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my Teeth : wherctore I thought I had right 
to enter this City, and the Elders, which are 
the Apoſtles, were not to deliver me up. 
& | This theretore was grear Comfort to me, and 
did give me much ground of hope. 
{| 221- Yetbeing very critical for my ſmart 
hd made me that I knew not what ground 
was (ure enqugh to bear me, I had one que- 
ſtion that my Soul did much delire to be re- 
4 /olved about; and that was, Whether it be 
poſſible for any Soul thar hath indeed ſinned the 
of $ 7pardonable ſing yet after that to receive though 
\ But the leaſt true ſpiritual comfort from God 
through Chriſt ? . The which after I had 
much conſidered, I found the anſwer was, 
40 No, they could not ;- and that tor theſe 
ie | Reaſons : | 

222...Firſt, Becauſe thoſe that have {inned 
that fin, they are debarred a ſhare. in the 
Blood of Chrift, and being ſhut out of that, 
they muſt needs be void of the leaſt ground 
of hope, and (o of ſpiritual comforr, for to 
v f/ich there remains no more ſacrifice for ſi, 
Heb. 10. 26, 27. Secondly, Becauſe they are- 
denyed-a ſhare in the Promiſe of Life: they 
ſhall never be forgiven,neither in this World, 
nor in that which is ro come, Mar. 12. 31. 
Thirdly, The Son of God excludes them al- 
lo trom a-ſhare in his bleſſed Interceltion, 
being 


a, 
Ve 
en 


F-) 


ty 


10 Grace abounding 


being for ever aſhamed to own them both 
before his holy Father, and the bleſſed An- 
gels in Heaven, Mark. SED 

223. When I had with much deliberati. 
on conſidered of this marter, and could not 
but conclude that the Lord had comforted 
me, and that too after this my wicked ſin; 
then methoughrt I curſt venture ro come 
nigh unto thoſe moſt_ feartu] and terrible 
_ Scriptures, with which all this while I had 
been ſo greatly affrighred, and on which in- 
deed before I durſt ſcarce caſt mine Eye, 
( yea, had much ado an hundred rimes to 
forbear wiſhing of them out of the Bible, for 
I thought they would deſtroy me ) but now, 
I ſay, I began to take ſome meaſure of in- 
couragement, to come clole to them, to read 
them, and conf1der them, and to weigh their 
ſcope and tendency. : 

224. The which when I began to do, | 
found cheir vifage changed ; for they looked 
not {o grimly as before I thought they did: 
And firſt I came to the f{ixth of the Hebrews, 
yet trembling for fear it ſhould ſtrike me: 
which when 1 had conſidered, I found that 
' the falling there intended, was a falling quite 
away; T hat is, as I conceived. a falling from, 
and an abſolute denying of the Goſpel of 
remiſſion of ſins by Chriſt ; for, from ay 

the 
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the Apoſtle begins bis Argument, verſ. 1,2,3. 
Secondly, I found that this falling away, 
mult be openly, eyen 11 the view of the 
World, even ſo as to put Chriſt to an open 
fame. Thirdly, I found that thoſe he there 
intended, were for ever ſhut up of God both 
in blindneſs, hardneſs, and impenitency : Is |, 
is impoſſible they ſhould be renewed again unto 
Repentance. By albtheſe particulars, I found, 
to Gods everlaſting Praiſe, my ſin was not 
the {in in this place intended, | 

Firſt, I confeffed I was fallen, but not fal- 
len away, that is from the profeſſion of Faith 
in Jeſus unto eternal Lite. 

Secondly, I confeſſed. that I had put Jeſus 
Chriſt to ſhame by my fin, but not to open 
ſhame. I did not deny him before men, nor 
condemn him as a fruitleſs one before the 
World. 

Thirdly, Nor did I find that God had ſhut 
me up, or denyed me to-come ( though I 
found it hard work indeed to come ) to him 
by ſorrow and repentance : bleſſed be God 
tor unſearchable Grace. ON 

225. Then I conſidered that in the tenth 
of the Hebrews ; and found that the wilful 
fin there mentioned, is not every wiltul fin, 
but that fin which doth throw off Chriſt, 
and then his Commandments too. Second- 


E-2 ly, 
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ly, That muſt alſo be done openly, before 
two or three Witneſfles, to anſwer that of the 
Law, verſ. 28. Thirdly, This fin cannot be 


committed but with great deſpite. done tc 
the Spirit of Grace ; deſpiſing both the dif 
{waſions from that fin, and the perſwaſion: 


tothe contrary. Butthe Lord knows, thoughf 


this my fin was deyiliſh,yetirdid not amoun 
to theſe. ; 
226, And as touching that in the twelft 
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of the Hebrews, about Eſar's ſelling his Birth. 
right, though this was that which killed me 


and ſtood like a ſpear againſt me ; yet no 


I did conlider, Firſt, T hat his was not a haſty 


«thought againſt the continual labour of his 
Mind ; but a thought conſented to, and put 
in practice likewiſe, and that too after ſome 
deliberation : Ger. 25. Secondly, It was a 
publick and open ation, even before his 
Brother, it not before many more ; this made 
his fin of a far more heinous nature then 
otherwile it would have been. Thirdly, He 
continued to flight his Birth-right: He did 
eat and drink, and went his way ; thus Eſau 
* deſpiſed his Birth-right; yea, twenty years at- 
ter he was found to deſpiſe it ſtill. And Eſau 
ſaid, 1 have enough, my Brother, keep that 
thou haſt to thy ſelf, Gen. ZZ: 9- 


227. Now 


to the chief of Sinners. 113 


td 227: Now as touching this, That Eſau 
t be ſought a place of If epentance: thus] thought, 
rod Firſt, This was not for the Birth-right, but 
gich 'Pe b4efſing ; thisis clear from the Apoſtle, and 
on. iS diſtinguiſhed by Eſau himlelt,he hath taken 
'$ away my Birth-right, (that is, formerly) and 
now he hath taken away my bleſſirg alſo, Gen. 
27, 36. Secondly, Now this being thus con- 
&pf {idered, I came again to the Apoltle, to ſee 
th 4 wat might be the mind of God, in a News- 
Teſtament ſtile and fenie conterning E/ſar's 
ſin ; and (o far as I conld conceive, this was 
ſty the mind of God, That the Birth-right {1gnt- 
hieff fied Regeneration, and the Bleſſivg the Eter- 
ral Inheritance; tor fo the Apoſtle ſeems ro 
hint, Leſt there be any prophane Perſon, as 
Eſau, who for one morſel of meat fold his Birth- 
right; as if he ſhould ſay, Leſt there be any 
Jef Perlon amongſt you that ſhall caſt off all 
thoſe bleſſed beginnings of God thart ar pre- 
Jef} {ent are upon him, in order to a:'new Birth, 
left they become as Eau, even be rej*Red 
nf 4/terwards, when they would inherit the 
of Bleſting. 
229. For many there are, who in the day 
14 | 9 Grace and Mercy, deſpiſe thoſe things 
which arc indeed the Birth-right ro Heaven. 
who yet when the deciding day appears, will 
cty as loud as Eſzy, Lord, Lord, open to us, 
F 3 bur 
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but then, as Tſaac would not repent, no 
more will God the Father, but will ſay, I 
bave bleſſed theſe, yea, and they (hall be bleſſed; 
but as for you, Depart, you are workers of 
Iniquity, Gen. 27. 32. Luke 13. 25, 26, 27. 
229. When 1 had thus con{idered thele 
Scriptures, and found that thus to underſtand 
them, was not againſt, but according toother 
Scriptures; this 21}] added further to my en- 
couragement and comfort, and allo gaye a 
great blow to that Objection, ro wit, That 
the Scriptures could not agree in the Saluation 
of my Seul. And now remained only the 
binder part of the Tempelit, tor the thunder 
was gone beyond me, oniy ſome drops did 
{UN remain, that now and then would fall 
upon me; but becauſe my former frights 
and anguiſh were very fore and dcep,there- 
fore it did oft befall me (1:1, as it befalleth 
thoſe that have been ſcared with Fire, I 
thought every voice was fire, fire; every Inte 
rouch would hurt wy tender Conlcience. 
230. Bur one day, as I was pzihing in the 
field. and that too with ſome daſhes on my 
Conſcience. fearing left yer all was not right, 
{uddenly this ſentence fell upon my Soul, 
Thy Righteouſneſs is in Heaven; and me- 
thought withal, I ſaw with the Eycs of my 
Soul, Jcſus Chriſt at Gods right hand, _ 
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no [1 Gay, was my righteouſneſs ; fo that where 
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eycr | was, or whatever | was a doing, God 
could nor ſay of me, He wants my Righteouſ- 
neſs. for that was juſt before him. I alſo ſaw 
morcover, that it was not my good frame of 
Heart that made my Rightcoulnels better, 
10r yet my bad frame that made my Righ- 
coalneſs worle : tor my Righteouſncis was 
Telus Chriſt himtclt, the ſame yejterday, to day, 
and for ever, Hcb. 13. S. | 

231. Now did my Chains tal cf my Legs 
indeed, | was looſed from my Atfi.ctions and 
lrons, my Temptations alſo flad away ; fo 
that from that time thoſe dreadtul Scriptures 
of God left of to trouble me ; now went I 
alſo home rejoycing, for the Grace and Love 
of God; So when I came home, I looked to 
ſe if I could fird that Sentence, Thy Righte- 
0ſneſs is in Heaven ; but could not find ſuch 
a ſaying, wherefore my Heart began to fink 
again, only that was brought to my remem- 
brance, I Cor. 1. 33. He is made unto us of 
Ged,IWiſdom, Righteouſneſs, Santtification, and 
Redemption ; by this word I ſaw the other 
Sentence true. 

232. For by this Scripture, I ſaw that the 
Man Chriſt Jeſus, as he 1s diſtinCt from us, as 
touching his bodily preſence, ſo he is our 
Righteouſneſs and Sanctification before God, 
F 4 here 
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here therefore I lived, for ſome time, very 
{weetly at peace with God through Chriſt;| + 
O me thought Chriſt ! Chriſt! there was no-| ; 
thing but Chriſt that was before my Eyes, || | 
was not now (only) tor looking upon this and | 
| 
| 
{ 


the other benefits of Chriſt apart, as of his 
Blood, Burial, or Reſurretion, but confide- 
red him as whole Chriſt ; as he in whom all 
theſe, and all his other Vertues., Relations, 
Offices and Operations met together, and 
that as he {at on the right hand of God in 
Heaven. | 

253. *I was glorious to me to ſee his cx- 
altation, and the worth and prevalency of 
all his benefits, and that becaule now I could 
look trom my felf to him,and ſhould reckon, 
that all thoſe Graces of God that now were 
green on me, were yet but like thoſe crackt- 
groats and four pence- half- pennies that ric, 
men carry in their Purſes, when their Gold 
Is 1n their Trunks at home ; O., 1 faw mv 
Gold was in my Trunk at home ! in Chritc 
my Lord and Saviour! Now Chriſt was al! ; 
all my Wiſdem, all my Righteouſneſs, all 
my SanCtification, and all my Redemption. 

234. Further, The Lord did allo lead me 
into the Myſtery of Ulnion with the Son of 
God, that ] was joyned to him, that I was 
fleſh of his flcſh, and bone of his bone, and 


now 
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now was that a {weet word to mr, in Ephe/. 
5. 39. By this alſo was my Faith in him, as 
my Righteoulnels, the more confirmed 1n 
me; for if he and I were one, then his Righ- 
reouſneſs was mine, his Merits mine, bis V1- 
ftory alſo mine. Now could I ſee my {elf in 
Heaven and Earth at once ; in Heaven by 
my Chriſt, by my Hcad, by my Rightcoul- 
nels and Lite, though on Earth by my Body 
or Perſon. 

225. Now I ſaw Chriſt Jeſus was looked 
on of God, and ſhould allo be looked upon 
by us asthat common or publick Perſon, in 
whom all the whole body of his EleCt are al- 
ways to be conſidered and reckoned ; that 
we tulhlled the Law by him, died by him, 
role from the dead by him, got the Victory 
over Sin, Death, the Devil, and Hell, by 
him ; when he dicd, we died, and lo of his 
Reſurre&tion. Thy dead men ſhall live, toge- 
ther with my dead body (hall they ariſe, ſaith 
he, Ila. 26. And again, After two days he will 
revive us, and the third day we ſhall live in his 
ſight, Hoſea 6. 2. Which is now fulfilled by 
the fitting down of the Son of Man on the 
right hand of the Majeſty in the Heavens; 
according to that to the Epheſirns, He hath 
raiſed us up together, and made us ſit together in 
heavenly Places in Chriſt Feſas, Ephel. 2. G. 

F þ 230. Ah 
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236. Ah theſe bleſſed conſiderations and 
Scriptures, with many other of like nature, 
were in thoſe days made to ſpangl: in mine 
Eyes, {o that I have cauſe to ſay; Praiſe ye the 
Lord God in his Santtuary, Praiſe him in the 
Firmament of his Power, Praiſe him for his 
mighty Aits, Praiſe him according to his excel- 
lent Greatneſs, Plal. 159. I, 2. 

237. Having thus in few words given you 
a talte of the (orrow and affliction that my 
Soul went under, by the guilt and terror that 
this my wicked thought did lay me under; 
and having given you alſo a touch of my 
deliverance therefrom, and of the {weer and 
bleſſed comfort that I met with afterwards, 
(which comfort dwelt about a twelve month 
w.th my Heart, to my un{peakable admira- 
tion) I will now (God willing) betore I pro- 
ceed any further, give you in a word or two, 
What, as I conceive, was the cauſe of this 
temptation ; and alſo after that, what ad- 
vantage at the Jaſt it became vnto my Soul. |, 

258. For the cauſes, | conceived they were 
principally two; of which twoallo | was deep- 
ly convinced all the time this trouble Jay up- 
on me. The firſt was, for.that I did not,when 
I wasdclivered fromthe temptation'that went 


before, ſtil! pray to God to keep me from temptas- | 


tions that were to come; tor though, as I can 
lay 
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ſay In truth, my Soul was much 10 Prayer 
before this tryal (ciz2d me. Yet then I pray- 
&d only, or ai the mol!?, principally, for the 
removal of prelent troubles, and for freſh 
diſcoveries of his love in Chriſt ; which I ſaw 
afcerwards was not enough to do; I allo 
ſhould have prayed, that the great God 
would keep me trom the evil that was to 
come. 

239. Of this I was made deeply ſenſible by: 
the Prayer of Holy David, who when he was 
under preſent Mercy, yet prayed that God 
would hold him back trom (in, and tempta- 
tion to come : For then, (aith he, ſhall I be 
upright, and T ſhall be innocent from the Great 
Tranſpreſſin, Plal. 16. 13. By thisvery word 
was I gauled and condetnned quite through 
this long temptation. 

249. Thatalſo was another word that did 
much-condemn me for my folly, in the neg- 
le&t of this Duty, Heb. 4. 15. Let us therefore 
come boldly to the throne of Grace, that we may 
obtain mercy, and find Grace to help in time of 
need: Thisl had not done, and therefore was 
thus ſuffered to fin and fall, according to 
what 1s written, Pray that you enter not into 
temptation : and truly this very thing 1s to 
this day of ſuch weight and awe upon me, 
that I dare nor, when I come bctore the 


Lord, 
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Lord, go off my knees until I intreat him 
for help and mercy againſt the temptations 
that are to come ; and I do beſeech thee, 
Reader, that thou learn to beware of my 
negligence by the afflictions that for this 
thing I did for days, and months, and years, 
with ſorrow undergo. 

241. Another cauſe of this temptation was, 
Thar I had tempted God; and on this man- 
ner did I doit: Upon a time my Wife was 
great with Child, and before.her tull time 
was come, her pangs as of a Woman in 
:Travel,were fierce and ſtrong upon her,even 
as if ſhe would immediately have fallen in 
labour, and been delivered of an untimely 
Birth : Now at this very cime it was, thart I 
had been fo ſtrongly tempted to queſtion the 
Being of God ; wheretore, as my White lay 
crying by me, I ſaid, but with all ſecreſie 
imaginable, even thinking in my heart, 
Lord, if thou wilt now remove this ſa affliftion 
from my Wife, and cauſe that ſhe be troybled no 
more therewith this Night, ( and now were 
her pangs juſt upon her) then I hall know that 
thou cant diſcern the moſt ſecret thoughts, of the 
Heart. 

242. I had no ſooner ſaid it in my heart, 
but her pangs were taken from her, and ſhe 


was Calt into a deep fleep, and fo — 
tl 
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till Morning; at this I greatly marvelled, nor 
knowing what to think ; bur after I had 
been awake a good while, and heard her cry 
no more, [ fell to ſleep allo; So when I wa- 
ked in the Morning, it came upon me again, 
even what I had ſaid in my heart the laſt 
Night, and how the Lord had ſhewed me 
that he knew my ſecret T houghts, which 
was a great aſtoniſhment unto me for ſeve- 
ral weeks after. 

243. Well, about a year and a half afcer- 
wards that wicked {inful thought, of which 
I have ſpoken before, went chorow my 
wicked heart, even this thought, Let Chriſt 
go if he will ; ſo waen 1 was fallen under 
guilt for this, the remembrance of my other 
thought, and of the efte& rhereot, would al- 
{o come upon me with this retort, which al- 
{o carried rebuke along with it, Now you 
may ſee that God doth know the moſt ſecret 
thoughts of the Heart. 


244. And with this, that of the paſlages 
that were betwixt the Lord, and his Seryant 
Gideon, fell upon my Spirit 3 how becauſe 
that Gideon ternpted God- with his Fleece 
both wet and dry, when he ſhould have be- 
lieyed and ventured upon his word, there- 
fore the Lord did afterwards fo try him, 
as 
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as to {end him againſt an innumerable com- 
- pany of Enemies. And that too as to our- 


ward appearance, without any ſtrengt? or: 


help, Jzdg. 6. 7. Thus he (crved me, and 
that juſtly, for I ſhould have belicycd his 
Word,and not have pur an 1f upon the All- 
ſecingnels of God. 

245. And now to ſhew you ſomcthing of 
the advantages that I alſo have gained by 
this temptation ; and firſt,by this I was made 
continually to poſſeſs in my Soul a very 
wondcrtul ſenſe both of the Being and Glo- 
ry of God, and of his beloyed Son ; in the 
temptation that went before, my Soul was 
perplexed with unbelief, blaſphemy, hard- 
nels of Heart, queſtions about the Being of 
God, Chriſt, the Truth of the Word, and 
certainty of the World to come; 1 ſav.chen 
I wasgreatly aſſaulted, and rormented with 
Atheiſm, but now the caſe was otherwile, 
now was God and Chriſt continually before 
my Face, though not in a way of comfort, 
but in a way of exceeding dread and terror. 
The Glory of the Holineſs of God did at 
this time break ime to pieces, and the Bowels 
and Compaſhon of Chrift did break me as 
on the Wheel; for I could not conſider 
him but as a loſt and rejected Chriſt, the 
ICMmems» 
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” remetnbrance of which, was as the continu- 


al breaking of my Bones. 

246, The Scriptures allo were wonderful 
things unto me ; I ſaw that the truth and 
yerity of them, were the Keys of the King- 
dom of - Heaven; thoſe that tie Scriptures 
tayour, they muſt inherit blils ; but theſe 
that they opyoſe and condemn, muft periſh 
tor evermore: O this word, For the Scrip- 
tures cannot be broken, would rend the Caul 
of my Heart > and fo would that other, 
Whoſe fins ye remit, they are remitted ; but 
whoſe ſins ye retain, they are retained : Now 
I ſaw the Apoſtles to be the Elders of the 
Ciry of Refuge, Joſh. 20. 4. thoſe that they 
were tO receive in, were received to Lite ? 
bur thoſe that they ſhut out, were to be flain 
oy the avenger of Blood. 

247. Oh! One Sentence of the Scripture 
did more atflict and terrifie my mind, mean 
thoſe Sentences that ſtood againſt me ( as 
ſometimes I thought they every one did ) 
more, [ ſay than an Army of forty thouſand 
men that might have come again{t me. 
Wo be to him againſt whom the Scriptures 
bend themſelves. 

248. By this temptation [ was made to ſee 
more into the Nature of the Promiles, than 
eyer I was betore; for I lying now trembling 


| 
| 
| 
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under the mighty hand of God, continually 
torn and rent by the thundering of his Ju- 
ſtice; this made me with careful Heart. and 
watchful Eye, with great feartulnels, to turn 
over every tat, and with much diligence 
mixt with trembling, to conſider every.Sen- 
rence, together with its natural force and la- 
titude. 

249. By this temptation alſo, I was great- 
' ly holden oft my tormer fooliſh praftice, of 
putting by the word of promiſe when ircame 
into my mind; for tow, though I could not 
ſuck that comfort and {ſweetneſs from the 
Promiſe, as I had done at other times, yet, 
like toa man a ſinking, I ſhould catch ar all 
I ſaw; formerly I thought I might not med- 
dle with the promile, unleſs I felr its comfort, 
but now *ewas no time thus to do, the-aven- 
ger of Blood too hardly did purſue me. 

250. Now therctorc I was glad to catch 
at that word, which yet I feared, I had no 
ground nor right to own; and even to leap 
into the boſom of that promiſe, that yet [ 
fear'd did ſhur its Heart againſt me. Now 


alſo I ſhould labour ro take the Word as. 


God hath laid it down, without reitraining 
the natural force of one {yllable thereof ; O 
what did I now ſee in that bleſſed fixth of 


Fohn, And him that comes to me, I will in no 


w:/e 
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wiſe caſt out ! John. 6. Jo. Now I began to 
conſider with my (elf, that God had a big- 
nd] ger mouth to {peak with, than I had a heart 
In | to conceive with ; 1 thought alſo with my 
ice (elf, that he {pake nor his words in baſte, or 
nf in an unadviſed heat, but with infinite Wiſ- 
1a. | dom and Judgmear, and in very truth and 
fairhfulneſs, 2 $2m. 3. 29. 

1t-| 251. I ſhovld in theſe days, often in my 
of | greateit Agonies, even flounce towards the 
7c | Promiſe, ( as the Horſes do towards ſound 
ot | Ground. that yer ſtick in the mire) conclu- 
1c | ding, (though as one almoſt beretc of his 
t, | witz through fear) on this I will reſt and 
1] | ſtay. and leave the fulfilling of it to the God 
_ | of Heaven that made it, O! many a pull 
| hath my heart had with Sathan, for that 
bleſſed fixth of Foþn; I did not now, as at 
other timers, look principally for comforr, 
1 | (though, O how welcome would it bave 
) | been unto me! ) Bur now a word, a word 
; | to lean a weary Soul iipon, that I might not 
| fink tor ever! *rwas that T hinted for. 

252. Yea, Often wien I have been ma- 
king ro the Promiſe, I have feen as if the 
Lord would refuſe my Soul tor ever; I was 
often as if I had run u>on the P:kes, and as 

if the Lord had thruſt at me, to keep me 
from him, as with a flaming Sword. Then 
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I ſhould think of Ether, who went to petiti- 
on the King contrary to the Law, Eſth.4.16, 
I thought alſo of Benhadad's Servants, who 
went with Ropes upon their Heads to their 
Enemies for mercy, 1 King. 29. 31. &c. The 
Woman of Canaan allo, that would not be 
daunted, though called Dog by Chriſt, 
Mat. 15. 22. &c. and the man that went ro 
borrow bread at Midnight, Luke 1. 5, G, 7, 
8, &'c. were great encouragements unto me. 

253. I never taw thoſe heights and depths 
in Grace and Love, and Mercy, as I ſaw at- 
ter this temp: ation | Great Sins do draw out 
great Grace; and where guilt is molt terri- 
ble and fierce, thcre the mercy of God in 
Chriſt, when ſhewed to the Soul, appears 
moſt high and mighty ; when ob had pal- 
{ed through his Captivity, he had twite as 
much as he had before, Job. 42. 10. Bleſſed 
be God for J]cſus Chritt our Lord. Many 
other things I might here make obſervation 
of, bur I would be brief, and theretore ſhall 
at this rime omit them, and do pray God 
that my harms may make others fear ro of- 
fend, leſt they alſo be made to bear the Iron 
Yoke as I did. 

I had two or three times, at or about my 
deliverance from this temptation {uch ſtrange 
apprehenſtons of the Grace of God, _— 

could 
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could hardly bear up under it, it was ſo out 
of meaſure amazing, when I thought it could 
reach me, that I do think, if that {enſe of it 
had abode long upon me, it would bave 
made me uncapable for buſincls. 

254. Now I ſhall go forward to give you 
arelation of other of the Lords dealings with 
me, at ſundry other ſeaſons, and of the temp- 
ations I then did meet withal. I ſhall begin 
with what I mct with when I frſt did joyn 
In fellowſhip with the People of God in Bed- 
ford. After I had propounded tothe Church, 
that my deſire was to walk in the Order 
and Ordinances of Chrilt with them, and 
was allo admitted by them: white I chought 
of that b1:fled Ordinance of Chriſt, which 
was his laſt Supper with his Diſciples before 
his death, that Scripture, Do this in remems- 
brance of me, Luke 22. 19. was made a very 
precious word unto me : for by it the Lord . 
did come down upon my Conſcience with 
the diſcovery of his drath tor my f1ns, and 
as I then ter, did as if he plunged me 1n the 
yertue of the ſame. Bur, bchold, I had not 
been Icng a partaker at that Ordinance, bur 
luch fierce and {ad temprations did attend me 
at all cimes therein, both to blaſpheme the 
Ordinance, and to with lome deadly thin 
to thoſe that then did eat thereof : that le! 
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Iſhould at any time be guilty of conſenting 
to theſe wicked and fearful thoughts, I was 
forced to bend my lelf, all the while to pray 
to God to keep me from ſuch Bla: phemies: 
and allo to cry to God to vlels the Bread and 
Cup to them, as it went from mouth to 
mouth. The reaſon of this temotation | 
have th. wht ſince, was, becauſe I Jid n 
with that reverence as became me at kh 
approach to partake thereof, 

255. I hus I continued for three quarters 
of a Year, and could never have re{t nor 
caſe: but at the laſt the Lord came in upon 
my Soul with that ſame Scripture, by which 
my Soul was viſited before : and after that, 
I have been uſually very well and comfor- 
cable in the partaking of that bletlcd Ordi- 
nance, and have, I truſt, therein diſcerned 
the Lords B: \dy as broken for my ins, and 
that his precious blood hath been {hed for my 
Tranſgretfions. 

256. Upon a time I was ſomewhat inclt- 
ning to a Conſumption, wherew'th about 
the Spring I was {ud denly and violently (ei- 
zed, with much weakneſs in my outward 
raan : infomuch that I thought I could not 
live. Now began I atreſh ro give my {elt up 
to a {erious examination afrer mv ſtare and 
condition for the future, and of my evi- 

dences 
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dences for that bleſſed World to come ; For 
it hath, I'bleſs the name of God, been my 
uſual courſe, as always, {o clpecially in the 
day of affliction, to endeayour to keep my 


intereſt in Life ro come, clear before mine 
LYC. 

257. But I had no ſooner began to recall 
tomind my former experience, of the good- ' 
neſs of God to my Soul, bur there came 
flocking into my mind, an innumerable 
company of my Sins and Tranſgrethons, 
amongſt which theſe were at this time moſt 
to my AfMition, namely my deadnels, dul- 
neſs, and coldncſs in holy Duties; my wan« 
drings of heart, of my weariſomnels in all 
good things, my want of love to God, his 
ways and People, with this at the end of all, 
Are theſe the fruits of Chriſtianity ? Are theſe 
the tokens of a bleſſed man ? 

258. At the apprehenſions of theſe things, 
my fickneſs was doubled upon me, tor now 
was I {ick in my inward man, my Sonl was 
clog'd with guilt; now alſs was all my for- 
mer experience of God's goodnels to me, 
quite taken out of my mind, and hid as if 
they had never been, nor ſeen : Now was 
my Soul greatly pinched between thele two 
conſiderations, Live I muſt not, Die I dare not; 
Now I ſunk and fell in my ſpirit, and was 


giving 
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giving up all for loft ; but as I was walking 


up and down in the houſe as a man in 


moſt woſul {tare, that Word of God took]”* 


hold of my heart. Te are juſtified freely by 
bis Grace, through the Redemption that is in 
Chriſt Jeſus, Rom. 3.24. But oh what a tutn 
it made upon me ! 

259. Now was I as one awaked out of ſome 
troubleſome ſleep and dream, and liſtning to 
this Heavenly Sentence, I was as it I heard 
it thus expounded to me; Sinner, thou think- 


eft that becauſe of thy Sins and Infirmities, II. 


cannot ſave thy Soul ; but behold, my Son is by 
me, and upon him I look, and not on thee, and 
deal with thee according as I am pleaſed with 
him. Ar this I was greatly lightned in my 
Mind, and made to underſtand that God 
could juſtifie a ſinner at any time, it was but 
his looking upon Chriſt, and impuring of his 
| benefits ro us, and the work was forthwith 
done. 

260. And as I was thus in a mule, that 
Scripture alſo came with great power upon 
my Spirit, Not by works of Righteouſneſs that 
we have done, but according to his Mercy he 
hath ſaved us, 8c.2 Tims. I. 9. Tit. 3. 5. Now 
was I got on bigh, I ſaw my ſclt within 
the Arms of Grace and mercy, and though 
I was bcfote afraid tothink of a dying hour, 
yet 


yet 
OY 
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yet now I cryed, Let me die: now Death was 


 Flovely and beautitul in my fight, for I ſaw 
adn? [Fall never live indeed till we be gone to the 
Jorber World. O, methought this Lite is bur 


2 (lumber, in compariſon of that above ; at 
this time alſo ] ſaw more in thoſe words, 
Heirs of God, ( Kom. 8. 17.) then ever I ſhall 
x able to expre(s while I live in this World; 
Heirs of God ! God himliclt is the portion of 
the Saints. "This I ſaw and wondered at, but 
cannot tell you what I ſaw. 

261. Again, as I wasat another time very 
11] and weak, all that time alſo the Tempter 
did beſet me ſtrongly, (for I find be is much 
for aſſaulting the Sou], when it begins to ap- 
proach towards the Grave, then is his Op- 
portunity ) labouring to hide from me my 
former experience of Gods goodneſs ; Alſo 
ſetring before me the terrors of Death, and 
the Judgment of God , inſomuch, that at 
this time, through my fear of miſcarrying 
tor ever ( ſhould I now dic) I was as one 
dead before Death came, and was as it I had 
tele my (elf already deſcending into the Pit ; 
methought, I ſaid there were no way but to 
Hell I muſt ; but behold. juſt as I was in the 
midſt of thoſe fears, theſe words of the An- 
gels carrying Lazarus into Abrahams boloms 


datted in wpon me, as who ſhould ſay, So it 
ſhall 
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ſhall be with thee, when thon deſt leave thi; 


World. T his did {wcetly revive my Spirit, 
and help me ro jope in God ; which when 
I had with comiort muſed on a while, that 
word fell with great weight upon my mind, 
O Death, where s thy ſting, O Grave, where i 
thy vittory ? 1 Cor 15.55. At this I became 
both well in. body and mind at once, for my 
ſicknels did preſently vaniſh, and I walked 
comfortably in my Work for God again. 

262. At another time, though, juſt before, 
] was pretty well and ſavoury in my Spirit, 
yer ſuddenly there fell upon me a great 
cloud of darkneſs, which did fo hide from 
me the things of God and Chriſt, that I was 
as if I had never {cen or known them in my 
life: I was alſo ſo over-run in my Soul with 
a {enſlefs, heartleſs frame- of-ſpirit, that 1 
could not fee] my Soul ro move or ſtir after 
Grace and Lite by Chriſt ; I was as if my 
loyns were broken,oras if my handsand feet 
had been ried or bound with Chains. At this 
time alſo I felt ſome weakneſs to ſeize upon 
my outward man, which made {till the 
other affliction the more heavy and uncom- 
fortable ro me. 

263. Alter I had been in this condition 
ſome three or tour days, as I was ſitting by 


the fire, I ſuddenly felt this Word to ſound 


in 
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in my Heart, I muſt go to Jeſus ; at this my 
former darkneſs and Atheiſm fled away,and 
the bleſſed things of Heaven were ſet within 
my view. While I was on this {tuidden thus 
overtaken with ſurprize ; Wite, 'faid I, is 
there ever ſuch a Scripture, 7 muft go to Jeſus ? 
ſhe ſaid ſhe could not tell ; therefore I ſat 
muling ſtill to ſec if I could remember ſuch 
a place; I had not ſat above two or three 
minutes, but that came bolting in upon me, 
And to an innumerable Company of Angels ; 
and withal, Hebrews the twelfth, about the 
Mount Son was {ct before mine Eyes, Heb. 12. 
6 - | 

264. Then with Joy I told my Wife, 0 
now TI know, 1 know ! but that night was a 
good night to me, I neyer had but few bet- 
ter; | longed for the company of ſome of- 
(od's People, that I might have imparted 
untorhem what God had ſhewed me; Chriſt 


| was a precious Chriſt ro my Soul chat Night, 


| could ſcarce lie in my Bed for Joy, and 
Peace, and Triumph, through Chriſt ; this 
ereat Glary did not continue upon me until 
Morning, yet the twelfth of the Author to 
the Hebrews, Heb. 12. 22, 23. was a bleſſed 
m__ ro me for many days together after 
this. | 


G 265. The 


134 Grace abounding 


265. The Words are theſe, Yon are come 
zo Mount Sion, to the City of the living God, ty 
the Heavenly Jeruſalem, and to an innumera- 
ble company of Angels, to the general Aſſembly 
and Church:of the ft born which are written 
#n Heaven, to God the Judge of a!l, and to the 
Spirits of juſt men made perfets, and to Feſu; 
the Mediator of the New Tiſtament, and to the 
blood of ſprinklmg, that ſpeaketh better thing, 
than that of Abel. T horow this bleſſed Sen- 
rence, the Lord led me oyecr and over, firſt 
to this Word, and then to that, and ſhewed 
me wondeitul glory in cvcry one of them, 
Theſe words allo have oft {ince this time been 
orcat refreſhment ro my Spirit. Bleficd be 
God tor having mercy on me. 


A brief Account of the Authors Call to the 
| Work of the Miniſtry. 


—__ > now I am ſpeaking my Ex- 
perience, I will in this place thruſt 
in a word or two concerning my Preaching 
the Word, and of God's dealing with me 
in that particular alſo: For after I had been 
about five ot {ix yeats awakened, and helped 
my 
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my ſelf to ſee both the want and worth of 
Telus Chritt our Lord, and allo inabled to 
venture my Soul upon him : ſome of the 
moſt able among the Saints with us, I ſay, 
the moſt able for Judgment, and Holineſs ot 
Life, as they conceived, did perceive that 
God haFtounted me worthy ro underſtand 
ſomething of his Will in his holy and bleſfed 
Word, and had given me utterance in ſome 
meaſure to cxprel[s_what 1 law, to others for 
edificationz therefore they defired me, and 
that with much carneftne!s.' that I would be 
willing at ſornetimesto take in hand, 1n one 
of the Meetings, to ſpeak a word of Exhor- 
tation unto them. - - 

267. The which, though art the firſt. it'did 
much'daſh and abaſh my Spirit;' yer being 
{t:}] by: chem 'deftred andiiititreared; 'I con» 
ſented tb their requeſt, and did'twice autwo 
leveral Aﬀemblics, ( bur in private ) though 
with much weakneſs and infirmity, diſcoyer 
my Gift amongſt chem; at which they not 
only ſeemed to be, bur did ſotemnly proteſt, 
2 41 the {ighe of the great God; they were 
doth affected and comforted, - and gave 
tanks to the Father of Mercics for the grace 
beltowed on me. 

268. Afcer this, ſometimes when ſome of 
them did go into the Country torteach, they 

G 2 would 
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would alſothatI ſhould go with them; wherel, 
though as yet did nor, nor durſt not, mak a, 
ule of my Gift in an open way, yet motd /,, 
privately ſtill, as I came among'!t the goodſ;,/ 
People in thoſe places, I did ſometimes ſpeak]; 
a word of Admonition unto them allo ; the 15 
which they as the other, received with re 
joycing at the mercy of God to me- ward] ;1; 
profethng their Souls were edified thereby. | yy 
269. Wherefore, to be brict, ar laſt, beingſ ; 
ſti]] deſired by the Church, after ſame tolemu 4, 
Prayer to the Lord, with faſting, I was more ,; 
particularly called forth, and appoiricd to af a; 
more ordinary and publick- Preaching the þ 
Word, not only to and amongſt them that {,, 
believed, but allo ro offer the Gnſpel to tholg ;- 
that had -not yet received the Faith thercotÞ 5, 
About which .zime 1 did evidently find.in my ;; 
Mind a ſecret - pricking forward thereto} 
though, I bleſs God, vor for defire of vainf 
Glory, for at that time I was moſt {orely at- 4. 
flitted with the fiery darts of the Devil, con-Þ ;, 
cerning my Eternal State. - 
279: Bur yet could not be content, unlcls 
1 was found in the Exerciſe of my Gitt, untoſ ,, 
which alſo I was greatly animated, not only| 
by the continual deſires of the Godly, but q 
alſo by that ſaying of Pawlto the Corinthians 


T beſeech you, Brethren, ( ye know the houſpollſ || 
0 
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'&Jof Stephanus, that it is the firſt fruits of 
kq Achaia, and that they have addifted them- 
Id {elves to the Miniftry of the Saints ) that you 
AM [abit your ſelves unto ſuch, and to every one 
” that helpeth with us, and laboureth, 1 Cor. 16, 
J15, 19. 

£ en, By this Text I was made to {ee thar 
d the Holy Gholt never intended that men 
«| who have Gifts and Abilities, ſhould bury 
WI them in the earth, but rather did command 
and ſtir up ſuch to the Exerciſe of their Gitr, 
1 and allo did commend thoſe that were apt 
and ready {o todo, They have additted them- 
4 /o.ves to the Miniſtry of the Saints: Þ his Scrip- 
q cure in theſe days did continually run in my 
mind to incourage me, and [trengthen me 
J in this my work for God ;*I haye been allo 
YI incouraged from ſeyeral other Scripturesand 
 Exarnplcs of the Godly, both ſpecihed in the 
Word and other ancient Hiſtories, A#s 8. 
4. and 18. 24,25. Oc. 1 Pet. 4. 19, Rom. 12. . 
6. FOX Asts and Mon. 

| 272. Wherefore, though of my lelf, of all 
Sf the Saints the moſt unworthy, yetl, but with 
WJ great tear and trembling at the ſight of my 
JI own weaknels, did ſet upon the work, and 
4 did according to my Gift, and the proporti- 
JJ on of my Faith, Preach that bleſſed Goſpel 
tat God had ſhewed me in the Holy Word 
G3 of 
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of I rath: Which when the Country un- 
derſtood, they came in to hear the Word by 
hundreds, and that from all parts, though 
upon ſundry and divers accounts. 

273. And I thank God, he gave unto me 
{ome m*alure of bowels aid pity for their 
Souls, which allo did put we forward to la- 
bour with great diligence and carneſtncſs to 
find cut ſuch a word as might, if God would 
bleſs, lay hold of, and awaken the Conſci- 
ence, 18 which allo the good Lord had re- 
ipcct to the defire of his Servant ; for I had 
not preached long, betore fome began to be 
touched, and to be greatly afiCed in their 
Minds at the apprehenſion of the greatneſs of 
cacir Sin, and of cheir need of Jeſus Chrilt. 

274- But I ar firſt could not bchieve that 
Goc thould ſpeak by me to the heart of any 
man, itil] counting my ſeit unworthy, yct 
thoſe who thus were touched would love me 
. and have a pcculiar reſpec for me ; and 
though I did pur it from me, thatthey ſhould 
be awakened by me,ſtil] they would contels 
if, and affirm ir before the Saints of God ; 
they would alſo blets Ged for me. (unwor- 
thy Wretch that Iam 1) and count mc God's 
Inſtrument that ſhewed to them the way of 
Salyation. 


275. Where- 
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275. Wherefore ſeeing them in both their 
words and deeds to be {o conſtant, and allo 
12 their Hearts ſo earneſtly preſſing after the 
knowledge of Telus Chriſt, rejoycing that 
evcr God did (end me where they were ; 
then I began toconclude it might be oy thar 
God had owned in his Work ſuch a fooliſh 
one as I; and then came that Word et God 
ro my heart with much {weet refreſhmenr, 
The bleſſing of them that were realy to periſh is 
come upon me; yea, I cauſed the # iddows 
heart to (ing for j5y. Job. 29. 13. 

276. Ar this therefore rejoyced, yea, the 
tears of thole whom God did awaken by 
my Preaching, would be both ſolace and en- 
couragement to mc; for I thought on thoſe 
Sayings, Who is he that maketh me glad, but 
the ſame that is made ſorry by me? 2. Cor, 2.2, 
And again, Thorgh I be not an Apoſtle toothers, 


vet donbtteſs Tam unto vou, for the Seal of my 


Apoſtleſhip are ve in the Lord, 1 Cor. 6G. 2, 
Thele things theretore were as another Ar- 
gument unto me that God had called me to, 
and ſtood by me in this Work. 

277. In my Preaching of the Word, | 
took (pecial notice of this one thing, name- 
ly, That the Lord did lead me to begin 
where his Word begins with Sinners, that 


is, to condema all fleſh, and to open and al- 
G 4. ledge 
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tedge,that the curſe of God by the Law doth 
belong to, and lay hold on all men as they 
come into the World, becauſe of Sin. Now 
this part. of my Work I tulfilled with great 
fenſe, for the terrors of the Law, and ovilt 
for my Tranſgrefſions, lay heavy on my 
Conſcience, I preached what I felt, what I 
{martingly did feel, even that under which 
my poor Soul did groan and tremble to aſto- 
niſhmenr. 

278. dndeed I haye been as one (ent to 
thera from the dead; I went my ſclt in 
Chains to preach to them in Chains, and 
carried that fire in my own Conſcience, that 
[ per{waded them to beware of. I can truly 
ſay, andthat without difſcmbling, that when 
I have been to preach, I have gone full of 
euiltand terror even tothe Pulpir-door, and 
there it hath been taken cf, and I have been 
at liberty in my mind until ] have done my 
work ; and then immediately,cven tefore I 
conld get down the Pulpir-ſtairs, I have bcen 
as bad as 1 was before. Yet God carried me 
on, but ſurely with a ſirong hand ; for nei- 
ther Guilt nor Hell could take' me off my 
Work. 

279. Thus I went for the ſpace of two 
years, crying out againſt mens fins, and their 
fearful ſtate becauſe of them.- After whey, 
L12C 
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the Lord came in upon my own Soul with 
ſome ſtaid peace and comfort through Chrilt; 
for he did give me many ſweet dilcoverics 
of his Blefled Grace thorow him 5; W here- 
fore now I altered in my preaching, ( for ſtill 
I preached what I ſaw and felt ) now there- 
tore I did much labour to hold forth Jeſus 
Chriſt in all his Offices, Relations, and Be- 
nefits unto the World, and did ſtrive allo 
tro diſcover, to condemn, and remove thole 
falſe ſupports and props on which the World 
doth both lean, and by them fall and periſh. 
On theſe things alfo I ſtaid as long as on 
the other, > 

289. After this, God led me into ſomc- 
thing of the Myſtery of the Union of Chrilt ; 
wherefore that I diſcovered and ſhewed to 
them alſw. And when I had travelled 
through theſe three chick points of the 
Word of God, about the ſpace of five years 
or more, I was caught in my preſent pra- 
Etice, and caſt into Priſon, where I have lain 
above as long again to confirm the Truth 
by way of (uffcring, as I was bcfore in relti- 
tying of it, according to the Scriptures, in a 
way of Preaching. 

201. When I have been in Preaching, 1 
thank God, my heart hath often, all che 
time of this and the other exerciſe, with greac 

G 5 carneſt- 
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earneſtneſs cryed to God that he would make 
the Word effeftual to the Salvation of the 

_ Soul ; ſtill being grieved leſt the Enemy 
thould take the Word away from the Con- 
{cience, and fo it ſhould become unfruitful ; 
Wherefore I ſhould labour fo to ſpeak the 
Word, as that thereby ( it it were pollible ) | 
the {in and Perſon guilty might be particu- 
larizcd by it. 

282. Alſo when [| have done the Exerciſe, 
3t hath gone to my heart to think the Word | | 
fhould now fall as Rain on ſtony places; ſtill | 
wiſhing from my heart, O that they who | | 
have heard me {peak this day, did but ſee | 
as I do, what Sin, Death, Hell. and the 
Curſe of God, is; and alio what the Grace, | 
and Love, and Mercy of God is, thorow | | 
Chriſt, ro men in ſuch a caſe as they are, || ; 
who are vet eſtranged from him. And in- 
decd, I did often ſay in my heart betore 
the Lord, That if to be hanged «p preſently 
before their Eyes, would be a means to awaken | 
them, and confirm them in the Truth, I gladly 
ſhould be contented. 

232. For I have been in my Preaching, [| 
eſpecially when I have been engaged in the I} 
Dodrine of Lif: by Chrilt. without Works, || 
as if an Angel of God had ſtood by at my 
back to encourage me ; O, it Eath been _ 

| cl 
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ſuch Power and heavenly Evidence upon 
my own Soul, while I have bcen labouring 
to unfold ir, to demonſtrate it, and to faſten, 
it upon the Conlcience of others, that I could 
not be contented with laying, I believe and 
am ſure ; methought I was more than ſure ( if 
- it be lawful to expreſs my ſelf ) that thoſe 
things which then I aflerted, were true. 
284. When 1 went firſt ro Preach the 
Word abroad, the DoCtors and Pricſls of the 
Country did open wide againſt me; but I 
was per[waded of this, not to render rayling 
for rayling, but to ſee how many of their 
carnal! Profeffors I conld convince of their 
tiſcrable ſtate by the Law, and of the want 
and worth of Chriſt ; for, thought ], This 
(all anſwer for me Wn time. to come, whenthoy 
(al! be for my hire before their face, Gen. Jos 
wy, *Y 
: "235. I never cared to meddle with things 
that were Controverted , and in_ diſpute 
amonaglt the Saints, clp:cially things of the 
l»weſt Nature; ye. it pleaſed me much to 
conmmd with great carneſtnels for the Word 
of Faich, and the Remitjhon, of,” Sins by the 
Dezath;and Suffcrings of Jeſus ;. but. I lay, as 
to other; things, I ſhould lee them, alone, bc. 
cauſe 1 ſaw they cugendred ſtrife, and be- 
cauſe char they ncither in' doing,” not 1h lex- 
Ving 
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ving undone, did commend us to: God to 
be his : Beltdes, I ſaw my Work bcfore 
me did run in another Channe], even to car- 

an awakening word; to that therefore 
did I ſtick and adhere. 

285, I never endeavoured to, nor durſt 
make ute of ather mens lines, Rom, 15- 18. 
(though I condemn not all chat do) for I 
yerily thought, and found by experience, 
that what was taught me by the Word-and 
Spirit of Chriſt, could be ſpoken, maintain- 
ed and ſtood to, by the loundeſt and beſt 
eſtabliſhed Confcience ; and though I will 
not now {peak all that I know in this mat- 
eer 3. yet my experience hath more intereſt 
in that Text of Scripture, Gal. 1. 11, 12. 
than many amongſt men are aware. 

287. If any of thoſe wo were awakened 
by my Miniſtry, did after thar fall back, 
(as. ſometimes roo many did) I can truly 
fay their loſs hath becn more to me, then it 
one of my own Children, begotten of my 
body, had been going to its Grave; I think 
—_ I may ſpeak it without any offence 
to the Lord, nothing hath gone ſo ncar-me 
as that, unleſs it was the fear of the loſs of 
the Salvation 'of my own Sov]: I have 
eounted as if I had goodly Buildings and 
Lordſhips in thoſe places where my Children 
were 


; NW. O- 


to the chief of Sinners. 145 


were born : my heart hath been ſo wrapt up 
ia the gloty of this excellent Work, that I 
counted my ſelf more bleſſed and honoured 


of God by this, than it he had made me the 


Empcrour of the Chriſtian World, or the 
Lord of all the glory of the Earth without 
it! O theſe words ! He that xonverteth a 
Sinner from the error of his way, doth fave 4 
Sea; from death, Jam. 5. 20. The fruit of the 
Righteous, is a Tree of Life; and he that wins 
neth Souls, is wiſe, Prov. 11. JO. They that 
be wiſe, ſhall ſhine as the brightneſs of the Fir- 
mament, and they that turn many to Kighteouſ- 
neſs, as the Stars for ever and ever, Dan. 12.3, 
For what i our hope, or joy, or crown of rejoy= 
_cing ? are not even ye in the jreſence of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt at his coming ? for, ye are 
our glory and joy, 1 Thel. 2. 19, 29. Theſe, I 
lay, with many others of a like nature, haye 
been great retreſhments to me. 

288. I have obſerved, That wherel have 
had a Work to do for God, I have had firſt 


' been given in ast 


as it were the going of God upon my Spirit 
to defire I might preach there: I] have alſo 
obſerved, that ſuch and ſuch Souls in parti- 
cular have bcen ſtrongly ſet upon my hearr, 
and I ſtirred up to wiſh for their Salvation ; 
and that theſe wy Souls have, after this, 

e fruics of my _ 
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[ have obſerved, that a Word caſt in by the 
by, hath done more exccution in a Sermon, [| 
than all that was ſpoken beſides: ſometimes 
allo when I have thought I did no good, 
then I did molt of all; and at other times 
whenT thought I ſhould catcht them, | have 
fiſhed for nothing. 

289. I have alſo obſerved, that where 
there bath been a Work to do upon Sinners, 
there the Devil hath begun to roar in the 
hearts, and by the mouths of his Scrvants. 
Yea, oftentimes when the wicked World 
hath-raged moſt, there hath been Souls awa- 
kened by the Word : I could inſtance par- 
ticulars, bur I forbear. . 

290. My great defire in my fulfilling my 
Miniſtry, was, to get into the darkelt places 
of the Country, even amongſt thoſe People 
that were furtheſt off of profciſion ; yer not 
becauſe I could not endure the Light, ( for 1 
feared nor to ſhew my Goſpel to any ) but 
becauſe I found my Spiric did lean muſt aft- 
ter awakening and converting- Work, and 
the Word thar I carried did lean it {c}f moſt 
that way alſo ; Tea, ſo have Iftrived topreach 
the Gofpel, not where Cl rift was named, lit 1 
ſhould build upon another man's FoundA4tion , 
Rom: 15. 20, 

291. In 
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291. In my preaching, I have rcally been 
'n pain, and have, as it were, travelled to 
bring torth Children ro God, neither could I 
be ſatisfied; unleſs ſome fruits did appear in 
my Work : if I were fruitleſs, it mattered 
not who commended me; bur if I were 
fruittul, I cared not who did condemn. I 
have thought of that, Lo, Children are an 
Heritage of the Lord ; and the fruit of the 
Womb is his reward. As Arrows in the hand of 
a mighty man, ſv are Children of the Touth, 
Happy is the man that hath filled his Quiver 
full of them; they ſhall not be aſhamed, but they 
ſtall ſpeak with the Enemies ir the Gate, Pal. 
127. 334 5: : 

292. Ic plealed me nothing to ſee People 
drink in Opinions, if they feemed ignorant 
of Jcſus Chriit, and the worth of their own 
Salvation, ſound conviction for Sin, efpeci- 
ally-for Unbelief, and an heart fer on fire 
to be ſaved by Chriſt, with ſtrong breath- 
ngs after a truly ſanQified Soul : that it was 
that delighred me ; thoſe were the Souls | 
counted blefled. 

293. But in this Work, as in all other, 1 
hac; my temptations attending me, and that 
of divers kinds, as ſometimes I ſhould be at- 
faulted with great diſcouragement theretn, 
fearing that I ſhould not be able to ſpeak a 
word 
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word at all to cdification ; nay, that I ſhould Bfor 


not be able to ſveak {cnle unto the people; 
at which times I ſhould have ſuch a ſtrange 


taintneſs and ſtrengthiclneſs {eize upon my, 


body, that my legs have (carce been able to 
catry me to the place of Exercilc. 

294. Sometimes again, when I have been 
preaching, I have been violently aſſaulted 
with thoughts of blaſphemy, and ſtrongly 
tempted to {peak the words with my mouth 
before the Congregation. I have alſo at ſom* 
time, even when I have begun to {peak the 
Word with much clearneſs, evidence, and 
liberty of ſpeech, yet been before the end- 
ing of that Opportunity, ſo blinded, and ſo 
eltranged from the things I have been ſpeak- 
ing, and have allo becn io ſtraitned ih my 
ſpeech, as ro utterance before the People,that 
] have been as if I had not known or re- 
membred what I have been abouc, or, as it 
% my head had been in a bag all the vine of 

the Exerciſe. 

295. Again, When at ſometimes I have 
been about ro Preach upon {ome ſmart and 
ſearching portion of the Word, I have found 
the Temptcr ſuggeſt, What ! will you preach 
this ? this condemns your ſelf, of this your own 
Soul is guilty ; wherefope preach nat of it at 
all, or if you do, yet ſo mince it, as ts ma%e way 


far 
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1d for your own eſcape; 4 (t inſtead of awakening 
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others, you lay that guilt upon your own Soul, 
& you will never get from under. 

296. But, I thank the Lord. I have been 
kept from conſenting to theſe {9 horrid ſug- 
geſtions, and have rather, as Sampſon, bow- 
ed my felf with all my might to condemn 
Sin and Tranſgreſhon where ever I found 
it, yea though therein allo I did bring guilt 
upon my own Conſcience; Let me dye, 
thought I, with the Philiſtines, Judg. 16. 29, 
30. rather than deal corrugtly with the ble{- 
ſed Word of God ; Thou that teacheſft ano- 
ther, teacheſt thou not thy ſelf ? it is far better 
that thou do judge thy ſelf, eyen by preach- 
ing plainly unto others, then that thou, to 
ſave thy ſelf, impriſon the Truth in Unrigh- 
reouſnels : Bleſled be God for his help alſo 
11 this. 

297. I have alſo;while found in this ble(- 
ſed Woik of Chrilt, been often rempted eo 
pride and lifeines up of Heart ; and though 
I laregnot lay, I have not been afteed with 
this, yet truly the Lord of his precious mer- 
cy hath (ſo carried it cowards me, that for 
the molt part I have had bur ſmall joy to 
ove way to ſuch a thing : for it hath been 
my every days portion to be let into theevil 
of my own heart, and (ſti1l made to ſee ſuch 

« a mulb- 
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a multicnde of Corruptions and Infirmities 
therein, that it hath cauſed hanging down 
of the head under all my Gifts and Attain- 
ments; I have felt this Thorn in the Fleſh 
(2 Cor. 12. 8, 9, ) the very Mercy of God to 
me. 

298. I have had alſo together with this 
ſome notable place or other of the W ord pre- 
ſented before me, which word hath contain- 
ed in it ſome ſharp and piercing Sentence 
concerning the periſhing of the Soul, not- 
withl[tanding gifts and parts; as for inſtance, 
that hath been of 2reat ule unto me, Though 
1 fpeak with the T'::gue of Men and Angels, 
and have not Charity, T am become as ſounding 
braſs, and a tinkling Cymbal, 1 Cor. 1. I, 2. 

299- Atinkling Cymbal, is an Inſtrument 
of Moſick with which a skiltul Plaver cair 
make {uch melodious apd hearr-inflaming 
Muſick, that all who hear him play, can 
ſcarcely hold fron: dancing ; and yet vebolc, 
the Cymbal hath not Life. neithcr comes the 
Muſick from it, but becaule of the Art of him 
that plays therewith, ſo then the Inſtrumenr 
at laſt.may come to naught and perith,though 
in times paſt ſuch Muſick hath been made 
upon tt. 

309. Juſt thus, I ſaw. it was and will be 
with them who have Gitts, but want ſaving- 
Grace ; 
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Grace ; they are in the hand of Chriſt, as 
the Cymbal in the hand of David ; and as 
David could with the Cymbal make that 
Mirth in the Service of God, as to elevate 
the-heatts of the Worſhippers, {o Chriſt can 
uſe thele gifred men, as with them to aftet 
the Souls of his People in his Church ; yer 
when he hath done all, hang them by, as 
lifeleſs, though ſounding Cymbals. 

301. This confideration therefore, toge- 
ther with ſome others, were, for the mot 
part, as a Maul on the head of Pride, and 
delire of vain-glory : W hat, thought I, ſhall 
I be proud becauſe I am a ſounding Brals ? 
Is it fo much to be a Fidd/e? Hath not the 
leaft Creature that hath life, more of God in 
it than theſe > Beſides, I knew *twas Love 
ſhould never die. but theſe muſt ceaſe and ya- 
viſh : So | concluded, a little Grace, a little 
Love, a lictle of the true Fear of God is bet- 
ter than all theſe Gifts : Yea, and I am fully 
convinced of it, that it is poſſible for Souls 
t:12t can (carce give a man an an{wer, but 
with great confuſion as to method, I ſay,'it 
1s poſſible for them to have a thouſand times 
more Grace, and fo to be more in the love 
and favour of the Lord, than ſome who by 
vertue of the Gift of Knowledge, can deliver 
themſclyes like Angels. 


302. Thus 
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392. Thus therefore 1 came to perceive, 
that though gifts in themſelves were good 
to the thing for which they are dehtigned, to 
wit, the Edification of othets, yet empty and 
without power to fave the Soul ot him that 
hath them, if they be alone : Neither are 
they, as fo,any ſign of a mans ſtate to be hap- 
py,being only a diſpenſation of God to ſome, 
of whoſe improvernent or non-iumprovement 
they muſt when a little love more is over, 
g1Vc an acconntto him that is ready to judge 
the quick and the dead. 

393. This ſhewed me too, that gitrs being 
alone, were dangerous, not in themſelves, 
but becauſe of thoſe evils that atrend them 
that have them, to wit, pride, deſire of vain 
glory, ſelf-conceit, &c. all which were eaſt- 
ly blown up at the applauſe, and commen- 
dation of every unadvyiſed Chriſtian, to the 
endangering of a poor Creature to fall into 
the condemnation of the Deyil. 

JO4. I faw therctore that he that hath 
Gifts, had nced be let into a fight of the na- 
ture of them, to wit, that they comie ſhort of 
making of him to be in a truly ſaved condi- 
tion, leſt he reſt in them, and fo fall ſhort 
of the grace of God. 

395. He hath allo cauſe to walk humbly 
with God, and be little in his own Eves,and 
« 040 
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to remember withall, that his Gitts are nor 
his own, but the Churches, and that by them 
he is made a Servant to the Church, and he 
muſt alſo give at laſt an account of his Stew- 
arcſhip unto the Lord Jeſus, and to give a 
good account, will be a bleſted thing ! 

JOG. Let all men therefore prize a little 
with the {car of the Lord, ( Gifts indeed are 
delirable ) but yet great Grace and ſmall 
Gitts are better then great GittSand no Grace. 
It doth not ſay, the Lord gives Gifts and 
Glory, bur the Lord gives Grace and Glory ! 
and. blefſed is tuch an one ; to whom the. 
Lord gives Grace, true Grace, for that is .a 
certain forerunner of Glory. 

307. But when Satan perceived that his 
thus tempting and allaulting of me would 
not anſwer his deſign ; to wit, to overthrow 
ay Miniſtry, and make it incftcftual as to 
the ends thereof : then he tryed another 
way, which was, to ſtir up the minds of the 
ignorant, and malicious, to load me with 
flanders and reproaches ; now therefore I 
may ſay, That what the Devil could deviſe, 
and his inſtruments invent, was whirled up 
and down the Country againſt me, think- 
ing,as I ſaid, that by that means they ſhould 
make my Miniſtry to be abandoned. 
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. Zod. Ir began therefore ro be rumored up * 
and down among the People, that I was aÞ 
__ a Jeſuir, a High-way-man, and the » 

IKC, Ni 

399. To all which, I ſhall only fay, God |?* 
knows that | am innocent. Bur as for mine 
acculers, let them provide themſclves to meet'<©! 
ee before the I ribunal of the Son of God, |, _ 
there to anſwer for all theſe things ( with |: 
all the reſt of their Iniquities-) unleſs God |©* 
ſhall give them Repentance for them, for the | 
which I pray with all my heart. It 

310. But that which was reported with |; 
the boldeſt confidence, was, that I had my 
Miſes, my Whores, my Baſtards, yea, two 
Wrves at once, and the like. Now- theſe 
{landers (with the other) I glory in, becauſe F 
but: landers, fooliſh, or knaviſh lies, and |©* 
falſhoods caſt upon me by the Devil and his c 
Seed, and ſhould I not be dealt with thus ; 
wickedly by the World, I ſhould want one c 
ſign of a Saint and Child of God: Bleſſed I 
are you (aid the Lord Jeſus ) when men ſhall | 
revile you and perſecute you, and ſhall fay ay (þ 
manner of evil of you faſly for my ſake, rejoye 


' | 
and be exceeding glad, for great is your Re- | « 


Prophets which were before you, Mat. 5. 11. 
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ww] 377: Thele things therefore upon mine 
wa account trouble me not, no, though 
Nef"Ey were twenty times more than they are. 
| have a good Conſcience and whereas they 
4 [peak evil of me, as an evil doer, they ſhall 
1. (Þ< ſhamed thar tally accule my good Con- 
. (/cr{ation in Chriſt. 
1 | 312. Sothen, what ſhall I ſay to thoſe 
p {vat baye thus beſpattered me? Shall I threa- 
4 [en them ? Shall I chide them? Shall I flat- 
> fir them 2 Shall I entreat them to hold their 
Tongues 2 no, not I, were it not for that 
theſe things make them ripe for damnation 
that are the Authors and Abettors, I would 
lay unto them ; Report it ? bccaule 'twill in- 
creale my Glory. 
"| 313. Thercfore I bind theſe lies and flan- 
| Iders ta me as an ornament, it belongs to my 
| IChriſtian- Profeſſion, to be vilified, 1ſlander- 
ed, reproached, and reyyled ; and fince all 
this is nothing elſe,as my God and my Con- 
ſcience do bear me witneſs : I rejoyce in re- 
proaches for Chriſls ſake. 
314. I allocalling all theſe foois,or knaves 
[that have thus made it any thing of their 
buſineſs to affirm any of the things aſore- 
named of me, namely, that I have been 
naught with other Women, or the like. 
W hen they haye uſed to the utmoſt of their 
cndea- 
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endeavours, and made the fulleſt enquir 
that they can to prove againtt me truly 

that-there is any Woman in Heaven, of- 
Earth, or Hell, that can ſay, that I have 

any time, in any place, by day oz: night, ( 
much as attempted to be naught with them; 
and {peak I thus, to beg mine Enemies int 


a good eſteem of me - No, not ]: I will in, 


this beg belict off no man: believe, or dis- 
believe me in this, all is a caſe ro me. 

315. My Foes have milt their mark in 
this their ſhooting at me. I am not the man, 
I wiſh that they themſclves be euiltlels, if 
all the Fornicators and Adulterers in England 
were hang'd by the Neck till they be dead, 


Fohn Bunyan, the objeCt of their Envy, would]; 


be ſtill alive and well. I know not whether 
there be ſuch a thing as a Woman breath- 
ing under the Copes uf the whole Heaven, 
but by their Appare], their Children, or by 
common Fame, cxcevt my White. 

316. And in this I admire the Wiſdom 
of God, that he made me ſhie of Women 
from my firſt Converſion until now, T bole 
know, and can alſo bear me witneis, with 
whom I have been moſt intimately con- 
cerned, that it isa rare thing to ſee me carry 
it pleaſant towards a Woman ; the-common 


S$alutation of Women I abhor, *tis odious 
t0 
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to me in whomſoever 1 ſee it. - Their 
Company alone I cannot away with. 1 
ſeldom fo much as touch a Womans 
Hand, for I think tiwxie things are not 
ſo becoming me. W hen I have ſeen good 
men Salute thoſe Women that they Le 
vilited, or that have vilited them, I have 
at cimes made my objection againtt it, 
and when they have aniwered that it 
was bur a piece of Civility, I have told 
them it is not a comely f1ght : ſome in- 
deed have urged the holy kits, bur then 
I have asked why they made baulks , 
why they did falute the molt handſom, 
and let the ill favoured go * thus tow 
laudable fo ever ſuch things have been in 
the Eyes of others, they have been -un- 
ſcemly in my fight. 

317. And now for a wind up in this 
matter , I calling not- only bs, bur 
Angels to prove me guilty of having 
carnally to do with any Woman fave 
my Wife, nor am I afraid to do it a 
ſecond time, knowing that 1t cannot of- 
fend the Lord in ſuch a caſe, to call 
God for a Record upon my Soul that 
in thele things I am innocent. Not that 
I have been thus kept becauſe of any 
goodneſs in me, more than in any o- 
ther, 
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ther, but God has been merciful to me 
and has kept me, to whom 1 pray that 
he will keep me ſtill , not only from. 
this but from every cvil way and work, 
and preſerve me to his Heavenly King- 
dom. Amen. 

318. Now as Sathan laboured by re- 
proaches and flanders ro make me vile 
among my Country-men, that, if poſſ- 
' ble, my Preaching might be made of 
none efte&t , fo there was added hercto 
a long and tedious Impriſfoninent, that 
thereby I might be frighted from my 
Service for Chriſt, and the World ter- 
ried , and made afraid to hear me 
Preach, of which I ſhall in the next 
Blace give you a briet account. 


A brief Account of the ditbors 
[mpriſonment. 


I9. Aving made Profefſtion of the 
if H Gloronl Goſpel of Chriſt a 
long time, and Preached the ſame about 
five years ; I was apprehended at a 
Meeting of good People in the Cour 

ttey, 
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trey, ( among whom, had they let me 
alone, I thould have preached that day 
bur they took me away from amonglt 
them ) and had me before a Juſtice ; 
who, after I had offcred ſecurity tor my 
appearing at the. next Seſſions, yer com- 
mitted me, becauſe my Sureties would not 
conſent to be bound that I ſhould Preach 
no more to the People. 

329. At the Seſſions after, I was indicted 
for an Upholdcr and Maintainer of Un- 
lawful Aﬀemblics and Convenricles, and 
for not Conforming to the National Wor- 
ſhip of the Church of Exgland; and after 
ſome Conference there with the Juſtices, 
they taking my plain dealing with them 
for a Conteſſion, as they termed it, of the 
Indiftment, did Sentence me t0 erpetual baniſh- 
ment, becauſe 1 refuſed to Conform. So bein 
again delivered up to the Goalers very, 
was had home to Priſon, and there have 
lain now compleat twelve years, waiting 
to ſee what God will ſuffer theſe men to da 
with me. : 

321. In which condition I have contt- 
nued with much content through Grace, 
but have mer with many turnings and go- 
ings upon my Hearr, both trom the Lord, 
Satan, and 'my own Corruptions; by all 

2 wilich . 
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which (glory be to Jctus Chriſt ) I have 
alſo received, among many things, much 
Conviction, Inſtru&ion, and Underſtand- 
ing, of which at large I ſhall not here dit- 


courſe; oncly, give you 1n a hint or two, 
a word that may {tir up the Godly to blcis|- 
God, and to pray for me; and alſo to: 


rake encouragement , ſhould the, caſe be 
their own, Nut to fear what man can do unts 
them. | 

322. I never had in all my lite ſo great 
an in-let into the Word of God as now: 
them Scriptures that I ſaw nothing in be- 
fore, arc made in this place and ſtate to 
ſhine upon me; Jeſus Chriſt alſo was never 
more real and apparent than now; here] 
have ſcen him and telr him indeed: O that 
word, We have not preached unto you cunning- 
ly deviſed Fables, 2 Per. [. 16. and that, God 
raiſed Chriſt from the Dead; and gave him Gl:- 
7y, that your-Faith and Hope might be in God, 
x Pet. 1. 2. were bleſſed words unto mc 
in this my impriſoned Condition, 

323. Theſe three or tour Scriptures al- 
ſo haye been great refreſhment, in this 
condition, to me ? John 14. 1, 2, 3, 4 
Zohn 16G. 33. Col. 3. 3, 4+ Heb. 12. 22, 23, 
24. So that ſometimes, when I have been 
1n the ſavour of them, 1 have becn able to 
laugh 
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laugh at deitruQtion, and to fear neither the 
Horſe nor his Rider, | have had ſweet f1ghts 
of the forgivenets of my Sins in this place, 
and of my being witlf Jeſus in another 
World : O the Meunt Sion, the heavenly 
Feruſalem, the innumerable Company of An- 
cels, and God the Tudge of all, and the Spr- 
rits of Juſt men made perfect, and Jeſus; have 
been ſweet unte me 1n this place : 1 have 
ſcen that here, that I am perſwaded | 
ſhall never, while in this World be able 


.|to expreſs; I have ſeen a truth in that 


Scripture, 1/hom having not ſeen, yet love; 
in whom, though ncw you ſee him not yet be- 
lieving, yet re oyce with ivy unſpeakavle, and 
full of Glory. 1 Pet. I. 8. 

324. I never knew what it was for God 
to ſtand by me at all turns, and at every 
oijer of Satan to afflict me, &c. as I have 
ound him ſince 1 came in hither ; for look 
how fears have preſented themſelves, ſo 
have ſupports and cncouragements yca, 
when I have ſtarted, eycn as it were, 
at nothing elſe but my ſhadow, yet God, 
as being very tender of me, hath not ſuf- 
fzrcd mc to be moleſted, but would with 
one Scriprure or another ſtrengthen -me 
agailt all; mſomuch that I have often 
laid, IVere it larful, I could pray for greater 

| trouble, 
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trouble, for the greater comforts ſtke, Eccl. 7, 


2007. 1.5. 

325. Before I came to Priſon, I faw 
What was a coming, and had eſpecially 
two Confiderations warm upon my heart; 
the firſt was, How to be able to encounter 
Death, ſhould char be here my portion, 
For the firſt of theſe, that Scripture, Col. 1. 
11, was great information to me, namely, 
to pray to God to be ſlrenzthned with all 
ameght, according to his glorious tower, unto all 
patience and long- ſuffering with joyfulneſs ; I 
could {cidom go to prayer betore I was 
1mpriſoned, bur for nor ſo little as a year 
together, this Sentence or fweet Perition, 
would, as it were, thruſt it felf into my 
mind, and perſwade me, tizat if ever ] 
would go thorow long ſuffering, I muſt 
have all patience, eſpecially it z would 
endure it joytully. : . 

326. As to the ſecond Coniideration, 
that Saying, ( 2 Cor. 1. g. ) was of great uſe 
unto me, But we had the ſ:ntence of death 11 
our ſelves, that we might not truſt in our ſelves, 
Þut in God that raiſ-th the dead : By this 
Scripture I was made to ice that if eyer 
I would ſuffer rightly, I muſt firſt paſs a 
ſentence of death upon every thing that 
can properly be called a thing of this lite, 

| even 
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even to reckon my ſelf, my Wife, my 
Children, my Health, my Enjoyments 
and all, as dead ro me, and my ſelf as 
dead to them. ; 

327. The ſecond was, to live upon God 
that 1s inviſible ; as Paul ſaid in another 
place, The way not to faint, 1s to look not 
at the things that are ſeen, but at the things that 
are not ſeen ;, for the things that are ſeen, are 
temporal, but the things that are nt ſeen, they 
are eternal ; And thus I reaſoned with my 
ſelf; if I provide only for a Priſon, then 


the Whi þ Comes at unawares; and ſo doth 


alſo the Pillory : Again, if I provide only: 
for theſe, then I am not fic for baniſhment; 
further, 1f I conclude that baniſhmenr is the 
worlt, then if Death come, I.amt furprized, 
ſo that I ſec the belt way to go thorow ſuf- 
ferings is to truſt in- God through Chriit, 
as touching the World to come; and as 
rouching this World, to count the Grave my 
Houſe, to make my Bed in Darkneſs, to ſay to 
Corruption, Tixu art my Father, and to the 
IVorm, Thou art my Mother and Siſter, that 
ts, to familiarize theſe things to me. 

328. Put notwithſtanding theſe helps, 
I tound my ſelf a man, and compaſled 
with Infirmitics ; the parting with - my 
Wite and. poor Children hath often been 
H 4 ro 
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ro me 1n this place, as the pulling the 
Fleſh from my Bones ; and that not only 
becauſe I am.ſomewhat too too fond of 
theſe great Mercics,vur alſo becauſe I ſhould 
have often brought ro my mind the many 
hardibips, miſeries and wants that my 
poor Family was like to meet with,ſhould 
{ be taken, from them, eſpecially my poor 
blind Child, who lay nearer my heart then 
all I Had belides; O the thoughts of the 
hardthip 1 thought my blind one might 
gounder, would break my heart to picces. 
329. Poor Child ! thought I, what for- 
row art thou like to have tor thy Portion 
in $his World 2 Thou mult be beaten, 
muſt beg, ſutter hunger, cold, nakednefs; 
and a thouſand Calamiries, though I can- 
not now endure the Wind fhould blow 
upon thee : But yer recalling my ſelf, 
thought I, I muſt venture you all with 
God, though ir gocth tothe quick to Icave 
you ; O, 1 ſaw in this condinon, 1 was as 
a man who was pulling down his Houte 
upon the hcad of his Wite and Children , 
yet thought] muſt do it, I muſt do it: And 
now I thought of thoſe wo Mil:h-hine that 
were to carry the Ark of God mto another Cottt- 
try, and to leave their Calves behind them , 

3 Sam. 6. 10, 11, 12. | 
330. Bur 
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20. Bur that which helped me in thus 
eemptation, was divers coni1dcrations, fot 
which three in ſpecial here I will name 5 
the firſt was, the con{1deration of bers rwo 
Scr1 Pons, Leave thy Fatherleſs Children, I 
will pre ery? them aye , and let thy Widows 
=y nm? : and again, Toe Lord ſaid, Ve- 

t ſhall co weil with "tl y Remnant, verily, 
f FY ib wſe t Ay Too [0 CNIYeal thee well n 
the time <f ez " &c. ſer. 49. 11. Chap. 15. 
II. 

331. I hadalfo this Conſideration, that 
if 1 ſhould now venture all for God, Ten- 
oaged God to take care of my concern- 
ments; bur ifI torſook him and his ways, 
for tear of any trouble that ſhould come 
to me or mine; then I ſhould not only fal- 
bitte my prof cſſi Mn, but ſhould connt alſo 


that my Concernmen Is WCre not lo ture, 
If Jcft at Gods teet, w hi 1H{t 1 ftood ro and 
jor his Name, as thoy would be it the 


were under my own care, though with 
L12 denial of the way of God. This was 
a ſmarting&contider ation, and was as {purs 
unto my Fleth : That Scripture alſo great- 
ly helped it ro faſten the more upon me, 
where Corileprays againſt, Judas,that Go xd 
would c diſappoint him in all his i156 
thouglits, which moved him to ſell his 
YL Maſters. 
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Maſter. Pray read it fobcrly, Pſal. 10g. 
G, 7, ©, Wc. 

332. I had alſo anothcr Conſideration, 
and that was, The dread of the Forments 
of Hell, which I was ſure they muſt par- 
take of, that for fear of the Croſs do ſhrink 
from their Profeſſion of Chriſt, his Word 
and Laws, betore the Sons of mcn : I 
thought alſo of the Glory that he had 
Prepared for thoſe that in Faith, and Love, 
and Patience ſtood to his ways before 
them, Theſe things, I ſay, have helped 
me, when the choughts of the miſery that 
borh my {ſclf and mine, might, for the 
fake of my Protefſhon , be expoſed to, 
hath lain pinching oa my Mind. 

333- When I have indeed conceited 
that I might be baniſked for my Proteſſion, 
chen I have thought of thar Scriprurc, Th:y 
were ſtoned , they were ſawn aſunder , were 
tempted, were ſlain with the Sword ;, they nan- 
dered about in Sheep-Skins, and Goat-Skins, 
being deſtitute, affiifed, twmented , of whom 
the World was not worthy, tor all tacy thought 
they wer: too bad to dwell and abide 
amongſt them. I have aiſo thought of 
that ſaying ; The Holy Ghoſt witneyeth in 
every City, that Bonds and Afiictions abade me ; 
I have yerily thought that wy Soul _ it, 
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have ſometimes reaſoned about tne fore 
and ſad eſtate of a baniſhed and exiled 
condition, how they ae &-:poſed tro Hun- 
ger, to Cold, to Perils, to Naktednels, to 
Enemies, and a thouſand Calamities ; and 
at laſt ir may be to die in a Ditch, like a 
poor forlorn and delolate Sheep. Bur I 
thank God hitherto I have not becn mo- 
ved by theſe molt delicate reafonings, bur. 
have rather by them more approved my 
Heart to God. 

334. [will tell you of a jr-tty buſineſs; I was 
once - = all the reſt, in a very ſad and low 
Condition for many IVeeks, at which time alſo 
T being but a young Priſoner, and not acquaint- 
ed wuh the Laws, had this lay much upon my 
Sririt, Toat my Impriſorment might end at the 
Gallows for ought that 1 could tell ; now there- 
fore Satan laid hard at me to bear me out of 
heart, by ſuggeſting thus unto me; But how 
if when you come indeed to die you ſhould be in 
this Condition ; that is, as nut to favour the 
things of God, nor to have any emdenc? upon 
your Soul for a better ſtate hereafter? ( for in- 
deed at that time all the things of God were hid 
from my Soul. ) 

335. Wherefore when T at firſt began to 
thilk of this, it was a great trouble to me : for 1 
thought with my ſelf, that in the Condition 1 
nop 
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#ow was in, I was not fit to atv, neither indeed 
did think 1 could if I ſhould be called toit : Bo- 
fides, I thought with my ſelf, if I ſhould make 
- &@ ſcrambling ſhiſt to amber up the Ladder, yer 
'T ſhould either with quaking 01 other ſymptoms 
of fainting, give occaſion to the Enemy to reproach 
the Way of God and his People, for their Timo- 
rouſneſs. This therefore lay with great trouble 
Kon me, for methought 1 was aſhamed to ie 
with a pale Face, and tottering Knees, for ſuch 
61 Cauſe as ths. 

336. WVherefore Tpray d to Gol that he would 
comfort me, and give me ſtrength to do and ſuffer 
arhat he ſhould call me to, yet no comfort ap- 
peard, but all continued hid - 7 was alſo at this 
time ſo really poſje]ed with the thouz ht of death, 
that oft { was as if I was on a Ladder nith the 
Rope about my Neck ;, only thts was foie En- 
couragement to me, I thought I might nor nave 
an opportunity to ſpeak my laſt words to a Mal- 
tituile which I thought would come to ſee me ie ; 
and thought T, if it muſt be fo, if God nll but 
convert one Soul by my very laſt words, 1 ſhall 
at Count ny Life thrown away, nor loſt. 

337. Bur yct all the things of God were 
kept out of my fight, and {ti1l the Temprer 
followed me with, Put rhither meſt you go 
when yo die? What will become cf you ? Wrere 
w:/l you be found in another IVorld ? IV hat cot 
| dence 
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dence have you for Heaven and Glory, and an 
Taheritance among thom that are fanetified ? 
T hus was I roffcd for many Weeks, and 
knew not what to do; *at laft this Contide- 
ration fell with weight upon me, That 7t 
was for the Word and way & God that { was in 
this Condition, wherefore 1 was engaged not to 
flinch an hairs breadth from it. 

328. I thonght alto, tiat God might 
chuie whether he would give me comtort 
now. or at the hour of Death ; bur I 
might netthereforc chule whether Iwould 
hold my Protcihon or no: I was bound, 
but he was free, yca, 'twas my Duty to 
ſtand to his Word , whether he would 
ever look upon me or fave me at the laſt : 
W heretore, thought I, fave the point be- 
ing thus, Iam tor going on, and ventu- 
ring my eternal State with Chriſt, whe- 
ther I have comfort here or no; if God 
doth not come in, thought I, / wil leap off 
the Ladder even blindfold into Etermty, ſunk or 
ſmim, come Heaven, come Hell ; Lord Jeſus, if 
thou wilt catch me, do; if not, 1 will venture for 
thy Name. | 

33y. 1 was no ſooner fixed upon this 
Reſolution, bur that word dropt u pon me, 
Doth 7ob ſerve God for nought? As if the 
Acculcr had ſaid, Lord, 70b is no uprighr 

2 Man, 
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Man , he ſerves thce for by ReſpcRts; 
Faſt thou nt made an Hedge about him, &C. 
but put forth now thing Hand, and touch all that 
he hath, and he will curſe thee to thy. Face. 
How now, thought L, is this the fign of 
an upright Soul, ro deſire to ſerve God 
when all is taken from him ; Is he a g0d- 
ly Man that will ſerve God for nothing 
rathcr than give out ? Bleſſed be God ; 
Then Lhopel have an-upright Heart, for 
I am reſolved ( God giving me ſtrength ) 
never to deny my Profcfhon , though 1 
have nothing at all for my Pains; and as 
[ was thus conſidering, that Scripture was 
ſer before me, Pſal. 44 12. 0c. 

340. Now was my Heart full of Com- 
fort, for I hoped it was ſincere ; I would 
not have been without this Tryal, for 
much ; I am comforted cvery time ]think 
of it, and I hope I ſhall bleſs God for cyer 
for the teaching I have bad by it. Many 
more of the dcalings of God towards me, 
I might relate. But theſe out of the ſpoils won 
in Battel have ] dedicated to maintain the Houſe 
of God, 1 Chron. 26, 27., 
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» THE CONCLUSION 


, 

[. F all the Temprarions that ever I 

met with in my Litc, to queſtion 
the Being of God and T ruth of his Goſpel, 
is the worſt, and worſt to be borne; when 
this Temptation comes, it rakes away my 
Girdle from me, and removeth the Foun= 
dation from under me : O, I have often 
thought of that word, Have your Loyns girt 


* about with Truth: and of that, When the 


Foundations are deſiroyed, what can the Righte- 
0:ts do ? þ 

2. Sometimes, when after {1n commit- 
ted, I have looked for ſore Chaſtizement 
from the Hand of God, the very next that 
] have had from him hath bcen the diſcc- 
very of his Grace. Sometimes, when I 
have been comforted, I have called my 
{elf a Fool for my ſo 1inking under trouble. 
And then again when I have been caſt 
down, I thought I was not wife to give 
ſuch way to comfort.. With fuch ſtrength 
and weight have both theſe been upon me. 

3. I have wondred much art this one 
thing, that though God doth viſit my 
Soul with never lo bleſſed a diſcovery of 
himſelf, yer I have found again, that ſuch 
haurs 
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hours have attended me afterwards, that ] 
have been in my Spirit ſo filled with dark 
neſs, that I could nqgt fo much as once co1i- 
ceive, what that God and that Comtort 
was with wiich I have bcen refreſhed. 

4. I have foractimcs ſcen more in a line 
of the B1ble, then I could well tell how to 
ſtand under, and yet at another time the 
whole Bible hath been to mc as dry as a 
ſtick; or rather my Kecart hath been fo 
dead and dry unto it, that I could nor con- 
ccive the leaſt dram of Reircſhment, tho” 
I have look t it all over. 

5. Oc all fears, they are bcſt that are 
made by the Blood of Chriſt; and of all 
Joy, that is the ſweeteſt that is mixt with 
mourning over Chriſt: O:! "tis a gooaly 
thing to be on our knees with Cliriit in our 
Arms, betore God. 1 hope 1 know lomc- 
thing of theſe things. 

6. I find to this day ſeven Aburmmart- 
ons in my Heart ; 1. Inchnings to Linbe- 
lief. 2. Sadden!y to forget the Love and 
Mercy that Chriſt maniicltetn. 3. A lean- 
ing to the Works of the Law. 4. Wan- 
drings and coldne(s in Praycr. 5. I otor- 
get to watch for that I pray for. 6. Apt 
t murmur becauſe I have no more, aid 
yet ready to abuſe what I hayc. 7. | =_ 

Q 


- = 
b 


to the chief of Sinners, 173 


do none of thoſe things which God com- 


| mands mc, but my Corruptions will thruſt 


in themſelves. When I would do. good, 
cv1l is preſent with mc.» 

. 7. Theſe things I continually ſce and 
feel, and am afflicted and opprefled with, 
yet the Wiidom of God doth order them 
tor my good. 1. T hey make me abhor 
my felf. 2. They keep me from truſting 
my Heart. 3. Thev convince me of the 
Intufficiency of all inherent Righteouſneſs. 
4. They ihew me the Neceſſity of fleeing 
to Jeſus. 5. T hey prets me to pray unto 
God. 6. Thev thew me the need I have 
to watch and be fobcr. 7. And provoke 
me to pray unto God through Chritt 
ro Pp me, and carry me through this 


World. 
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SF iNET X 


the Stocks Mat ker. 


Nvvuaro%y ir, or a Diſcourſe concern- 
ing the Holy Spirit ; whercin an Account 
1s given of his Name, Nature, Perfonali- 
ty, Diſpenſation, Operations, and Efiects. 
His whole Work in the Old and New 
Creation is explained ; the Doctrine con- 
cerning 1t vindicated from Oppolitions 
and Reproaches. The Nature aiſo and 
Neceſſity of Goſpe!-holineſs, the difference 

erween Grace and Morality, or a {ſpiritual 
Life unto God in Evangelical Obedience 
and a Courſe of Moral Vertacs: are ſtared 
and declared : by 7obn Owen, D. D. 

Excrcitations on the Epiſtle to the He- 
brews, alſoconcerning the Meſſiah. W here- 
in the Promiſes concerning him to be a 
ſpiritual Redeemer of Mankind, arc cx- 
plained and vindicated. His coming and 
accompliſhment of his Work according 
to the Promiſes, is proved and confirmed. 
The Perſon, or who he is, declared. I he 
whole Occonomy of thc Moſaical Law, 
Rires, Worſhip, and Sacrifices, is explain- 
ed.. And it all, 1The Doctrine of rhe Per- 
ſon, Office, and Work of the Mefrah is 


opened ; 


Books Printed for Nath. Ponder, at the 
Peacock in the Poultry, over againſt 


opened ; the Nature and Demerit of the 
firſt Sin is unfolded ; The Opinions and 
Traditions of the Ancient and Modern 
7ewsarecxamined; their Objeftions againſt 
the Lord Chriſt and the Goſpel are an- 
{wered : The time of the coming of Meſ- 
fah is ſtared : And the great F aundamental \ 
Truths of the Goſpel vindicated; with an." 
Expoſition and Diſcourſes on the two firſt 
Chapters of the ſaid Epiſtle to the Hebrews; | 
by 7. Owen, D. D. The firſt Volume. 
Exercitations on the Epiſtle to the He- 
brews,concerning the Prieſthood of Chritt, 
wherein the Original Cauſes, Nature, | 
Prefigurations and diſcharge of that Holy 
] Office are explained and vindicated : The 
Nature of the Covcnant of the Redeemer; 
witlt the Call of the Lord Chriſt unto his 
Office, are declared : And the Opinions 
of the Soct114ns abour itare fully examined, 
and their Oppoſition unto it refuted; with 
a Continuation of the Expoſition on the 
tiird, fourth, and fifth Chama of the 
{1id Epiſtle rothe / {-brews,by 7. Owen,D.D. 
1 ne ſecond Volume. | 
A Continuation of the Expoſition of the 
Epiſtle of Paul the Apoſtle to the Hebrews. 
1%. On rhe fixth, ſeventh, cigheh, ninth, 
and tenth Chapters; wherein, together 
with. 


” —_ 


with the Explication of the Tcxt and 
Context; the Prieſthood of Chriſt," as 
typed by all the Sacrifices of the Lavr. 
T e EreCtion of the Tabernacle according 
to the heavenly Pattern; with the Inſtitu- 
tion of all its Urtcnfils and Services ; their 
eſpecial ſignification and end : 1 he Na- 
ture and Diticrences of the rwo Covenants, 
the Old and the New ; with the prefe- 
rence of phe latter above the former : The 
Reaſons and Neceſtity of the taking a- 
way and aboliſhing of the Old Legal 
Worſhip annexed unto the Covenant. of 
91a, and the means whereby it was remo- 
ved; The Glorious Adminiſtration of the 
Mediatory Office of Chriſt in Heaven ; 
and ſundry other Eyangclical T ruths of 
the higheſt Imporrance z wit the Duty 
of Believers in hearing the Word in T imes 
of T rial and Perſecution; the means and 
danger of Apoſtacy from the Profeſſion or 
the Goſpel arc declared, explained and 
confirmed : As allo, the Picas of thc Zer's 
forthe Continuance and Perpetniry of rhcir 
Legal Workhip, with thc DoGrine of the 
principal Writers of the Soctans about 
theſe things, are examined and diſproved, 


by 7. Owen, D. D. The third Volume. 
A Con- 


A Continuation of the Expoſition ofthe 
Epiſtle of Paul the Apoſtle ro the Hebrews, 
viz. On the eleventh, twelfth and thir- 
tcenth Chapters, complicating that Elabo- 
rate Work. W herein, together with the 
Explication of the Text and Context, the 
Efticacy and Opinion of Faith in them 
thatarec juſtifhed with reſpec unto Conſtan- 
cy in their Protcſkon in times of Perſecuti- 
on, 0c. by 7. Owen, D. D. the fourth and 
laſt Volume. | 

A Practical Expoſition on the 139 Pſalm. 
W herein the Nature of the forgiveneſs of 
Sin is declared, the Truth and Reality of 
it aſſerted; and the cafc of a Soul diſtreſſed 
with the Guilt of Sin, and relieved by a 
Dilcovery of Forgivencis with God, is at 
large diſcourſed, by 7. Owen, D. D. 

Biblia Sacra, ſive Teſtamentum Vetus, 
ab 1m. Tremelho 8 Fr, Jumo, ex Hcebrzo 
Larine reddicrum, 8& Teſtamentum No- 
yum, 4 Theod. B:z3a, E Graco in Latinum 
Verſum. Argumentis  Capitum additis, 
veriibutque ſingulis diſtinCtis, & ſeorſum 
expreihis, . , s 

Ke!520A0) iz, or a Declaration of the-Glo- 
rious Myſtery of the Perſon of Chriſt, 
 God-man, alſo the Ule of his Perſon in 

Religion, by 7. Owen, D. D. 

The 


The Praftical Divinity of the Papiſt 
diſcovered to be deſtruttive to = 


ty, and Mens Souls. And for this Cauſe Go 
fhall ſend them ſtrong Deluſions, that they ſhoul, 
believe.a Lye, and that they all might be damne 
who believed not the Truth, but had pleaſure in 
Unrighteouſneſs, 2 T hef. 2. 11, 12. by D« 
21d Clarkson, M. A. | 
' The Lite and Death of Mr. Badman, 
reſented to the World in a Familiar 
ialogue between Mr.iſeman and Mr. At- 
tentive, by John Bunyan. 
The Divine Art of Memory ; or, the 


Sum of the Holy Scriptures delivered in| 


Actoſtick Verſes, ſo that the Coutcnts of, 
the whole Bible may readily be remem- 
bred, and in what Chapter each particu- 
lar Paffage is recorded. Written original- 
ly in Latin by the Reverend and Learn- 
ed 7ohn Shaw, and made Engliſh by S:mon 
Waſtel. With an account ot Time from 
Adam, dc. T he Names of the Books of 
the Old and New Teſtaments ; A Tablc 


of Weights, Meaſures, and Moncy,. and | 


the Scripture Namcs of the Twelve 
| Months. | 

-* The Tragical Hiſtory of 7etzer ;, or, a 
faithful Narrative of the feigned Vitſtons, 


Counterfcit Reyclarions, and falſe oy 
cles 


cles of the Dominican Fathers of the Co- 
vent of Berne in Switzerland, to prapagate 
their Superſtitions: for which horrid Im- 
peties, the Prior, Sub-Rrior, Lefurer, and 
Receiver of the ſaid Covent were burnt at 
2 Stake, Anni. Dom. 150g. Collected from 
the Records of the {aid Ciry by the Care 
of Sig William Waller, Knight, tranſlated 
from his French Copy by an on Pen, 
1nd now made publick for the information 
of Engl Proteſtants, who may hence 
Learn, that Catholicks will ſtick at nor il- 
lanies which may advance their De&gns, 
nor any Perjuries that may conceal them. 
A Copy Book enriched with grear Variety 
of the moſt Uſeful and Modiſh Hands : 
Adorned with a whole Alphaber of great 
Letters. _ before every Example ) 
Compoſed of divers New-deviſed Knots, 
and beautified with many other curious 
Shapes and Flouriſhes. Fitted for the Pro- 
fit and Delight of Ingenious Nouth ; by 
Thomas Watſon, Teacher of a Writing- 
School. in Newport-Pagnel, in the County 


' of Bucks. Note, That to the ſeveral ſorts of 


Hands in this Book, there is a compleat Alphabet 
( of __ and ſmall Letters ) preceeding each 
Example, peradventure not heretofore practiſed 


n any other Copy-Book, Pricc 2 5, 6d, 


Fracti- 


- .. _ Pfaftical Writing,or Round Hand now 
' .1n Jug, whereby any Youth may attain 
+to write this commendable Hand with 

grear Delight and caſe, price 1 s. in quar- 

to, to write 1n. | 
The ſame in ſingle Copies to write by, 

and very uſctul for Learners, price 6 d. 

: -A Book for Boys and Girls, or Cquntry | 
"Rhimes for Children, by 79. Bunyan. 
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